
The Religious Studies & Philosophy 
Curriculum at Kingdown 

 
 

Key Stage 3 Religious Studies Curriculum Intent 
 

The RS curriculum in KS3 provides students with the opportunity to explore the wider world in which 
they live through studying a range of religious and non-religious worldviews. Through exploring 
these worldviews students will have the opportunity to reflect on their own beliefs and attitudes as 
well as developing an understanding of and respect for other beliefs and attitudes. As students learn 
about different ethical views we encourage them to consider the influences on their own ethical 
viewpoint, and to consider the implications of their approach. We encourage students to think 
critically about the beliefs they study, and we explore disagreements within and between 
worldviews to support this. Students are taught how to evaluate a view, justify their own view, and 
argue for or against a viewpoint throughout the course, whilst expressing divergent views in way 
which shows respect for others. Students are encouraged to develop their literacy skills to help them 
express their views as effectively as they can. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 
• Students study 2 RS Lessons a fortnight in years 7-8, and 3 lessons a fortnight in year 9. 
• Students are banded in year 8 and 9 based on prior performance across the Humanities. The 
groups are reviewed twice a year. 
• Formal assessments take place 5 times a year against the RS KS3 criteria. 

 
Subject Content 

 
Year 7 Overview 

 
Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Initiation How we join 

communities. 
Joining the Sikh 
community. 
Joining the Christian 
community. 

Investigation 
Interpretation 
Reflection 
Empathy 
Analysis 

2 

3 Hindu Beliefs Beliefs about God/gods, 
karma and life after 
death. 

Open-mindedness 
and questioning 

4 Hindu Worship Hindu worship at 
home. 
Hindu worship in the 
Mandir. 

Expression 
Synthesis 
Evaluation 

5 The Bible How to use a Bible. 
The Creation story. 
The life of David. 
The life of Jesus. 

Investigation 
Interpretation 
Analysis 

6 Religion and the Environment Muslim and Christian 
attitudes to the 
environment. 

Interpretation 
Application 
Discernment 
Curiosity, 
appreciation and 
wonder 



 

Year 7 Assessment 
• Homework –  once a fortnight plus end of unit assessment revision. 

• Assessment –  there will be formal assessments for units 1-4 alongside informal 
assessments throughout the year. 

• End of year exam in June. 

• All assessment marks are recorded in Go4Schools, and on students’ mark sheets in their books. 
 
Year 8 Overview 

 
Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 and 2 Buddhism The Life of the Buddha 

Buddhist teachings 
Can we stop suffering? 

Inspiration, 
reflections, respect 
for all, critical 
awareness. 

2 and 3 Inspirational People What makes someone 
inspirational? 
Buddha, Jesus, 
Muhammad, Malala, 
Oscar Romero, Dalai 
Lama 

Respect for all, 
Open-mindedness 
and questioning, 
reflection, empathy, 
discernment. 

4 and 5 Right and Wrong How do we know what 
is right and wrong? 
Ethics in Hinduism 
Ethics in Christianity 

Application, 
interpretation, 
analysis, evaluation, 
self-awareness, 
critical awareness. 

5 and 6 Judaism Key Jewish figures 
Key Jewish beliefs 
Key Jewish practices 

Expression, 
discernment, 
synthesis, respect 
for all 

 
Year 8 Assessment 

• Homework –  once a fortnight plus end of unit assessment revision. 

• Assessment –  there will be formal assessments for all units alongside informal assessments 
throughout the year. 

• End of year exam in June. 

• All assessment marks are recorded in Go4Schools, and on students’ mark sheets in their books. 



Year 9 Overview 
 

Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Moral Issues What are prejudice and 

discrimination? 
Human rights 
Christian and Muslim 
views on prejudice and 
discrimination 

Reflection, 
empathy, 
evaluation, respect 
for all, open 
mindedness and 
questioning, critical 
awareness. 

2 

3 Global issues The Holocaust 
Israel and Palestine 
Terrorism 
Christian and Muslim 
views on war and peace 

Expression, 
empathy, 
application, 
discernment, 
respect for all, 
critical awareness 

4 

5 Philosophy What is God like? 
Arguments for and 
against the existence of 
God 
What happens when 
we die? 

Investigation, 
interpretation, 
synthesis, 
evaluation, self- 
awareness, 
curiosity, 
appreciation and 
wonder, critical 
awareness. 

6 

 

 
Year 9 Assessment 

• Homework –  once a fortnight plus end of unit assessment revision. 

• Assessment –  there will be formal assessments for all units alongside informal assessments 
throughout the year. 

• End of year exam in June. 

• All assessment marks are recorded in Go4Schools, and on students’ mark sheets in their books. 
 

 
 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 3 
https://request.org.uk/ - a website to support Christian aspects of the course. 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/ - videos on a range of religious issues 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt - information on a range of religions 
 

If you have any queries about the KS3 RS course please contact Curriculum Leader, Miss Bunting. 
bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
 

  

https://request.org.uk/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt
mailto:bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk


Key Stage 4 RS/Philosophy Curriculum Intent 
 

 

The KS4 RS/Philosophy curriculum is based around the Edexcel GCSE RS course. Students will 

study Christian and Muslim beliefs and practices allowing them to develop a detailed 

understanding of these religious worldviews. Students will then apply Christian, Muslim and 

non-religious views to ethical issues such as Matters of Life and Death, Crime and 

Punishment, Peace and Justice, and Relationships. Students are encouraged to evaluate 

different viewpoints as well as develop their own opinions on these controversial issues. 

Students will continue to develop their literacy skills to help them express and justify 

different opinions effectively. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 

 

• In Year 10 and 11, students have 5 lessons of Philosophy per fortnight. 

• Students are in mixed ability groups. 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. At GCSE RS the intended 
length of homework should normally be 2-3 hours per fortnight. 

• There are two formal class assessments per unit (each unit last approximately 6 
weeks) usually at the middle and end points of the unit. Teachers mark these and 
give feedback to students and students are asked to make improvements to a 
selected part of the assessment. 

• The RS Philosophy course is 100% exam assessed across 2 papers. 

 
Link to the Edexcel specification here. 

 

 

Course Content  
 
This course follows on from the KS3 RS programme of study where they will have started 

developing core skills and knowledge linked to the GCSE Assessment Objectives. The RS 

course is designed to inspire and motivate students, providing an in-depth study of two 

religions and the opportunity to study ethical issues. 

 
Paper 1 

 
• Christian Beliefs: 

Students will study the Trinity, Creation, the Incarnation of Jesus and his Last Days, 
Salvation, Life after Death, and Evil and Suffering. 

• Matters of Life and Death: 
Students will study the Origins of the Universe, Sanctity of Life, Abortion, Life after 
Death, Euthanasia and the natural World. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-


• Living the Christian Life: 
Students will study Worship, Sacraments, Prayer, Pilgrimage, Festivals, the Church in 
the Local Community, and the Church in the Worldwide Community 

• Relationships: 
Students will study Marriage, Sexual Relationships, the Role of the Family, 
Contraception, Divorce, and Gender Stereotypes. 

 
 
 

Paper 2 
 

• Muslim Beliefs: 
Students will study the Life of Muhammad, the Nature of Allah, the Six Beliefs of 
Sunni Muslims, the Five Roots of Shi’a Islam, Prophets, Angels, and Life after Death. 

• Crime and Punishment: 
Students will study the Causes of Crime, the Nature of Good and Evil, How we Should 
Punish Criminals, Forgiveness, and the Death Penalty. 

• Living the Muslim Life: 
Students will study the Five Pillars of Islam, the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam, 
Jihad, and Muslim Celebrations. 

• Peace and Conflict: 
Students will study Peace, Muslim attitudes to conflict, Pacifism, Jihad and Holy War, 
Weapons of Mass Destruction and How to help those involved in conflict. 

 

 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 4 

https://request.org.uk/ - a website to support Christian aspects of the course. 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/ - videos on a range of religious issues 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zm9pd6f - information on a range of 

religions 
 

Students will also be given a login to Kerboodle to access a textbooks and revision resources on-line. 
 

If you have any queries about the GCSE RS/Philosophy course, please contact Curriculum Leader, 

Miss Bunting. bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 

  

https://request.org.uk/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zm9pd6f
mailto:bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk


Key Stage 5 RS/Philosophy Curriculum Intent 
 
The KS5 RS/Philosophy curriculum is based around the OCR A Level RS. Students will study 
Philosophy, Ethics and Buddhism, developing some themes which were introduced at GCSE 
and allowing an in depth study of both Christian, Buddhist and Non-Religious worldviews. 
Students are encouraged to evaluate different viewpoints as well as develop their own 
opinions on the many issues covered in the A Level course. Students will continue to 
develop their literacy and oratory skills to help them express and justify different opinions 
effectively both verbally and in essay form. Students are expected to read extensively 
outside of lesson time, and will be provided with reading lists for each unit within the 
course. This allows them to develop their own writing skills, as well as allowing them to 
consider different viewpoints on the topics studied. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 
• In Year 12 and 13 students have 9 lessons of Philosophy per fortnight. 

• Students are in mixed ability groups. 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. At A Level RS the intended 
length of homework should normally be 3 hours minimum per week. 

• There are time and non-timed class assessments carried out in each unit usually at 
the middle and end points of the unit. Teachers mark these and give feedback to 
students and students are asked to make improvements to a selected part of the 
assessment. 

• The RS Philosophy course is 100% exam assessed across 3 papers. 

 
Link to the OCR specification here.   

 

 

Course Content  
 
This course follows on from the GCSE programme of study where they will have started 
developing core skills and knowledge linked to the A level Assessment Objectives. 

 

 

Paper 1 - Philosophy 
 

• Philosophical Language and Thought: 
Students will study the ideas of Plato and Aristotle, and beliefs about the 
relationship between mind, body and soul. 

• The Existence of God: 
Students will study the teleological, cosmological and ontological arguments for the 
existence of God. 

• God and the World: 
Students will study different types of religious experiences and evaluate the 
evidence to support them, as well as the Problem of Evil and Suffering. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-%20level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/


• Theological and Philosophical Developments: 
Students will study the nature and attributes of God. 

• Religious language: negative, Analogical and Symbolic: 
Students will study the use of via negativa, analogy and symbol to express religious 
ideas. 

• Religious Language: Twentieth century perspectives: 
Students will study the approaches of verification and falsification to religious 
language and the work of Wittgenstein. 

 

Paper 2 - Ethics 
 

• Normative Ethics Theories: Religious Approaches: 
Students will study the approaches of Situation Ethics and Natural Law to ethical 
decision making. 

• Normative Ethical Theories: 
Students will study the approaches of Kantian Ethics and Utilitarianism to  ethical 
decision making. 

• Applied Ethics: 
Students will apply the theories of Situation Ethics and Natural Law to the issues 
surrounding euthanasia, and Kantian Ethics and Utilitarianism to the issues 
surrounding Business Ethics. 

• Ethical Language: Metaethics: 
Students will study meta-ethical theories and how ethical language in the modern 
era has changed over time 

• Significant ideas: 
Students will study the approaches of Aquinas and Freud to conscience. 

• Developments in Ethical Thought: 
Students will consider how approaches to sexual ethics have changed over time and 
with increasing secularisation, as well as applying Situation Ethics, Natural Law, 
Kantian Ethics and Utilitarianism to issues surrounding premarital sex, extramarital 
sex and homosexuality. 

 

 
 

Paper 3 - Buddhism 
 

• Foundations: 
Students will study the life of the Buddha, and the importance of taking refuge in the 
Buddha, the dhamma (teachings) and the sangha (Buddhist community). 

• Insight: 
Students will study the key Buddhist ideas of samsara and karma, and the three 
marks of existence (dukkha, anicca, anatta). 

• Living: 
Students will study the Four Noble Truths (including the eightfold path) and the 
practice of meditation. 



• Development: 
Students will study the development of Mahayana Buddhism, and the teachings of the 
Madhymaka school of Buddhism including the Prajnaparamita literature. 

• Society: 
Students will study different Buddhist traditions including Zen, Pure Land and 
Western schools of Buddhism. 

• Challenges: 
Students will study the idea of Engaged Buddhism and how Buddhism engages with 
issues such as war, the environment and social justice, as well as the issues of gender 
within Buddhism. 

 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 5 
 
https://www.philosophycat.org/philosophy - for Philosophy 
https://www.philosophycat.org/ethics - for Ethics 
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/ - for Buddhism 
 

If you have any queries about the A Level RS/Philosophy course, please contact Curriculum Leader, 
Miss Bunting. bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
 

 

https://www.philosophycat.org/philosophy
https://www.philosophycat.org/ethics
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/
mailto:bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk

