
The History Curriculum 
at Kingdown 

 
 

Key Stage 3 History Curriculum Intent 
 

The history curriculum in KS3 aims to engage students in the discipline of history and allow them to 
develop a deep knowledge and understanding of the world’s past and present. It covers a mixture of 
British, European and world history over a span of more than 1000 years. We hope to encourage the 
curiosity of our students and allow them a platform to develop their own opinions and values based 
on a respect for historical evidence. Students will have the opportunity to analyse a wide variety of 
primary source material and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of various historical 
interpretations. By the end of their 3 years of study, students should have developed a deep 
knowledge of the past and a strong sense of period so that they can construct clear chronological 
frameworks. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

• Students study 3 History Lessons a fortnight in years 7-9. 

• Students are in mixed ability groups in year 7. In Years 8 and 9 there are two top set groups 
and the remainder are mixed ability 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. 

• Formal class assessments take place every term. Teachers mark these and give feedback to 
students and also give them the opportunity to improve where they need to. 

• Students complete end of year assessments which are synoptic and assess their 
understanding of content studied throughout the year 

 
Subject Content 

 
Year 7 Overview 

 
Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Why did William I win the Battle 

of Hastings? 
Anglo Saxon England, Norman 
invasion 

Primary source 
analysis 

2 How successfully did William 
maintain control of England? 

Feudal system, Domesday Book, 
Norman rebellions, Motte and 
Bailey castles 

Cause and 
consequence 

3 Was medieval life all muck and 
misery? 

Medieval society, life for the 
rich and poor, contrast between 
town and country, role of 
religion 

Interpretation 
analysis and 
evaluation 

4 How similar were the Black 
Death and the Great Plague? 

Medical beliefs on causes and 
treatments of disease, public 
health in medieval and early 
modern England 

Change and 
continuity 
Similarity and 
difference 

5 How did the Protestant 
Reformation change England? 

Religious reformers, Henry VIII, 
dissolution of the monasteries, 
mid-Tudor crisis and 
Elizabethan reform. 

Significance 

6 Why did the English execute 
their King? 

Causes and events of the Civil 
war, Charles I trial and 
execution, Cromwell 

Cause and 
consequence 

 
 



Year 8 Overview 
 

Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 To what extent was the British 

Empire a force for good in the 
world? 

Role and actions of the Empire 
in India and Africa. 

Interpretation 
analysis and 
evaluation 

2 What can we learn about 
Transatlantic Slavery from 
primary sources? 

The Middle Passage, Working 
and living conditions, slave 
resistance, abolition 

Primary source 
analysis 

3 To what extent was the Industrial 
Revolution ‘revolutionary’? 

Changes to population, town 
and countryside, living and 
working conditions, transport 
and lifestyle. 

Change and 
continuity 

4 Who was the most significant 
industrial marvel? 

Work of Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel, Louis Pasteur, Snow, 
Nightingale, the Chartists 

Significance 

5 ‘Lions led by donkeys’. Is this a 
fair description of WWI? 

Causes of WWI, life in the 
trenches, Haig and the Somme 

Interpretations 
analysis and 
evaluation 

6 Why did women get the vote in 
1918? 

19th century attitudes towards 
women, actions of suffragists 
and suffragettes 

Cause and 
consequence 

Year 9 Overview 
Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Why was 1923 a crisis year for 

Germany? 
Treaty of Versailles, Weimar 
Germany, political unrest and 
hyperinflation 

Cause and 
consequence 

2 How similar were the totalitarian 
regimes of Hitler and Stalin? 

Creation and establishments 
of both regimes, use of 
propaganda and terror, impact 
of regimes 

Similarity and 
difference 

3 The Holocaust – Why and how 
should we remember it? 

History of anti-Semitism, 
prejudice and persecution in 
Nazi Germany, remembrance 
and commemoration. 

Significance 

4 How did the Cold War change 
international relationships? 

Communist and capitalist 
ideologies, Berlin blockade, 
Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam 
war 

Primary source 
analysis 

5 How significant was Martin 
Luther King in the success of the 
Civil Rights movement? 

Segregation and Jim Crow 
Laws, direct action, Martin 
Luther King, Johnson and 
Kennedy, black nationalism 

Interpretation 
analysis and 
evaluation 

6 Thematic Study: A summary of 
KS3 learning 

An analysis of how power, 
protest, religion, and attitudes 
towards women changed have 
changed over the last 1000 
years 

Change and 
continuity 

 

If you have any queries about Key Stage 3 History, please contact Curriculum Leader, Georgie Hill: 
ha@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 

 

  

mailto:ha@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk


Key Stage 4 History Curriculum Intent 
 

 
The history curriculum at KS4 is based around the AQA GCSE history syllabus. Students study four 

different units over the space of 2 years with a focus on British, European and world history. 

Students are assessed on a range of different skills that require a solid foundation in historical 

knowledge, source analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations. Students will develop their 

written communication and by the end of their 2 years of study should be confident critical thinkers 

and decision-makers. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 

 

• In Year 10 and Year 11 students have 5 lessons of history per fortnight. 

• Students are predominately in mixed ability groups however where possible there is an 
element of setting in order for students to get the best support and challenge. Sets are 
reviewed following key assessment points and alongside discussions with their teacher. 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. 

• Formal class assessments take place every term. Teachers mark these and give feedback to 
students and also give them the opportunity to improve where they need to. 

• The course is 100% exam assessed across 2 papers. Each of these papers are 2 hours long 
and assess students on 2 different units. 

 
Link to the AQA specification here:  https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145 

 

 
Paper 1: 2 hours 

 
• Period Study: Germany, 1890-1945: Democracy to Dictatorship 

Students will study Germany from the reign of Kaiser Wilhelm to the creation of the Weimar 
Republic and the subsequent growth of the Nazi Party. The period study allows students to 
understand an unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues. 

• Wider-world depth study: Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950-75 
Students will study the Cold war in Asia exploring the causes and consequences of the wars 
in Korea and Vietnam. The depth study allows students to gain understanding of the 
complexities of a society over a shorter time span. 

 

 
 

Paper 2: 2 hours 
 

• Thematic Study: Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to the present day 
Students will study the changes in health and medicine in Britain from the medieval period, 
throughout the renaissance and industrial period, and up to the present day. This enables 
students to understand change and continuity across a long period of history. 

• Depth Study with a study of the historic environment: Norman England c1066 – c1100 
Students will study the Norman invasion and methods used by Norman kings to control 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145


England. The study of the historic environment will focus on a particular site in its historical context 
and enable students to study the relationship between a place and historical events and 
developments. Recent examples include Durham cathedral and Pevensey castle. 

 
 
 

Useful Study Support Resources at Key Stage 4 
 

There are a number of good quality revision guides that will help support students with their 

learning. We recommend the following: 
 

• My Revision Notes: AQA GCSE (9-1) History, Second edition 

• Oxford AQA GCSE History (9-1) 
-     Germany 1890-1945 
-     Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950-75 
-     Britain: Health and the People c1000 - present 
-     Norman England c1066 – c1100 

 
 

If you have any queries about the GCSE history course, please contact Curriculum Leader, Georgie 

Hill:  ha@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
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Key Stage 5 History Curriculum Intent 
 

The history curriculum at KS5 is based on the OCR History A Level syllabus. Students study 4 different 

units over the space of 2 years with a focus on British, European and world history. Students are assessed 

on a range of different skills including evaluation of continuities and change, causation and significance. 

They also deal with primary source material from the 17th century and evaluate a variety of historical 

interpretations on the history of the Middle East. Through their non-examined unit, students will develop 

critical and reflective thinking skills, which they demonstrate in an essay exploring a topic of their own 

choosing. By the end of their two years of study, we aim for students 

to be highly effective independent learners, critical thinkers and decision-makers. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 
• In KS5 students have 9 lessons of history per fortnight. This will be divided between 2 

different teachers focusing on separate units. 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy.  At A Level History the intended length 
of homework should normally be 5 hours per fortnight. Students are expected to be effective 
independent learners and read around the topics covered in class. 

• Formal class assessments take place twice every term. Teachers mark these and give 
feedback to students and also give them the opportunity to improve where they need to. We 
also regularly conduct formative assessments in class to give students a chance to practise 
the skill before summative assessment. 

• The course is 80% exam and 20% assessed coursework. 
 

Course Content: OCR History 
 

• British period study and enquiry – 25% 
The Early Stuarts and the Origins of the Civil War. 
This unit explores the changing relationships between crown and Parliament in England and 
includes a source enquiry into the execution of Charles I and the Interregnum period. Students 
are assessed in a 1hr30min exam 

• Non-British period study – 15% 
Russia 1894-1941. 
This unit covers the Tsarist system, the rise of Communism and the leadership of Lenin and 
Stalin. It is assessed in a 1 hour exam. 

• Thematic study and historical interpretations – 40% 
The Middle East 1908-2011. 
This module brings the course up to date by exploring the origins of conflict in the Middle East 
and the various historical interpretations of these events. It is a thematic study that gets students 
to explore the trends and patterns across 100 year period. Students are assessed in a 2hr30min 
exam. 

• Topic-based essay – 20% 

This unit gives students the opportunity to work independently on a historical topic of their 
choice. Students research a topic, formulate a question on that topic, and then use primary and 
secondary source material to answer that question in a 4000 word essay. 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful Study Support Resources at Key Stage 5 
 

We loan all students a copy of the textbook for each unit at the beginning of Year 12. This text will be 

used in class and for homework. We also make students and parents aware early in Y12 of useful revision 

guides which students may choose to purchase to support them further. 
 

If you have any queries about the A Level History course, please contact Curriculum Leader, Georgie 

Hill:  ha@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 

mailto:ha@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk

