
The English Curriculum 
at Kingdown 

 
 

Key Stage 3 English Curriculum Intent 
 

The English Curriculum is designed to develop vital reading and writing skills as well as encourage 
ideas and creativity in a challenging, yet supportive environment. In Year 7, students are taught to 
develop analysis skills using a variety of texts. The students develop skills in creative writing and 
engage in developing discussion around the past (The Gothic) and the future (Futuristic Worlds, 
Mortal Engines). They will secure understanding of reading and comprehending texts and show this 
in their writing. In Literacy lessons, students will practice their accuracy in writing including using a 
variety of sentences and accurate punctuation and spelling. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 
• Students study 5 English Lessons a fortnight in all years 7-9. They also have 2 Literacy lessons a 
fortnight. 
• All students are initially set by their KS2 National Reading levels and Maths levels, but this is 
reviewed throughout the year as the students complete more work for us. 
• All teaching sets and lessons are differentiated for ability- challenging and supporting all students. 
• Formal assessments take place every term against the Key Stage 3 English criteria. Feedback is 
given after each assessment in order to help students progress in their next piece. 

 
Subject Content 

 
Year 7 Overview 

 
Term Topic Content Key skills 

1 Futuristic Worlds Variety of short non fiction 
texts based on technology, 
the future and space 
looking at purpose, 
audience and form. 

Writing to inform, 
explain and 
persuade. 

2 Film Studies (short unit) 
Mortal Engines 

Analysing short film clips- 
looking at character and 
environment. 

Analysis skills- 
inference and 
deduction. 

3 Mortal Engines Reading and analysing the 
novel Mortal Engines. 
Creative writing based on a 
character created by the 
students. 

Comprehension, 
analysis skills, 
imagination, 
descriptive writing 
skills. 

4 Poetry Studying a variety of poems 
including The Raven and 
poems from other cultures. 

Analysing and 
creating poetry. 

5 The Tempest Analysing extracts and the 
plot from the play. 

Analysis of 
character. Speaking 
and listening skills- 
role play. 

6 The Gothic Analysing short pieces of 
Gothic writing and 
considering context. 

Editing and 
redrafting our own 
Gothic pieces of 
writing. 



Year 7 Assessment 
• Homework –  every fortnight plus literacy once a term. 

• Assessment – there will be two assessments per term and one speaking and listening assessment 
during the year. There will be three short literacy assessments per year. 

• End of year exam – June 2022. 

• All assessment marks are recorded in Go4Schools 

• All assessments are followed by teacher feedback to help students improve for their next piece 
of work. 

 
Year 8 Overview 

 
Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Investigating Crime Analysing poetry and 

using this to inspire 
descriptive writing. 

Analysis and 
creative writing 
skills. 

2 Detective Fiction Analysing a variety of 
extracts from Sherlock 
Holmes and other texts. 

Analysis of the plot 
and discussion of 
contextual ideas. 

3 Revolution across the Ages Studying various 
persuasive speeches. 

Persuasive writing. 

4 Revolution across the Ages (Animal 
Farm) 

Reading and analysing 
Animal Farm by George 
Orwell 

Analysis of the plot 
and discussion of 
contextual ideas. 

5 Romeo and Juliet Analysing the 
Shakespearean play 
focusing on male 
representations. 

Speaking and 
listening- role play. 
Analysis of 
character. 

6 Romeo and Juliet Continuing reading the 
play- discussing key ideas 
around the play. 

Analysis of plot 
and character- 
debating. 

 
Year 8 Assessment 

• Homework –  every fortnight plus literacy once a term. 

• Assessment – there will be two assessments per term and one speaking and listening assessment 
during the year. There will be three short literacy assessments per year. 

• End of year exam – June 2022. 

• All assessment marks are recorded in Go4Schools 

• All assessments are followed by teacher feedback to help students improve for their next piece 
of work. 



Year 9 Overview 
 

Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Exploring Fiction Reading and analysing 

short fictional texts. 
Analysis of texts 
and writing about 
this. 

2 Exploring Fiction Continuing to read and 
analyse. Practicing 
creative writing. 

Continued 
analysis. Creative 
writing skills. 

3 Viewpoints Reading and analysing 
non-fiction texts- texts to 
argue and persuade. 

Considering 
viewpoint. Writing 
to argue and 
persuade. 

4 Comparing Conflict Poetry Reading and analysing 
some GCSE poetry- 
considering context. 

Reading and 
analysis. Writing 
about context. 

5 Shakespeare- Macbeth Understanding the plot 
and characters in the 
play Macbeth. 

Reading and 
analysis. Speaking 
and listening. 

6 An Inspector Calls Understanding the plot 
and characters in the 
play An Inspector Calls. 

Reading and 
analysis- some 
speaking and 
listening activities. 

 
Year 9 Assessment 

• Homework –  every fortnight plus literacy once a term. 

• Assessment – there will be two assessments per term and one speaking and listening assessment 
during the year. There will be three short literacy assessments per year. 

• End of Key Stage 3 exam- Nov/Dec 2022. End of year exam – June 2022. 

• All assessment marks are recorded in Go4Schools 

• All assessments are followed by teacher feedback to help students improve for their next piece 
of work. 

 

 
 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 3 
www.educake.co.uk (we will provide log in details- quizzes online about texts) 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
Any websites with summaries/ analysis of texts. 
If you have any queries about the KS3 English courses, please contact Curriculum Leader, Kirsty 
Honeysett. hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
 

  

http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
mailto:hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk


Key Stage 4 English Curriculum Intent 
 

 

The English curriculum at KS4 is based around the AQA GCSE English Literature and English 
Language syllabus. Under our current model, all students will sit their GCSE English 
Literature and Language at the end of Year 11 having started the two courses from Year 9. 
We are very confident that this allows our students to become entirely au fait with all 
elements of both exams. It also allows for regular timetabled revision lessons of both 
Language and Literature throughout course. Students read a variety of texts including 
novels, poetry, drama and a Shakespeare play – they also study media “texts” and 19th 
Century non-fiction texts and are encouraged to read widely in order to develop their 
appreciation of the different genres. Throughout the course, students will develop their 
confidence in analysing texts independently; choosing their vocabulary for impact, and 
articulating their ideas both verbally and in written forms. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 

 

• In Year 10, students have 7 lessons of English per fortnight and in Year 11, 8 lessons 
per fortnight. 

• Students are set according to ability. Sets are reviewed throughout the year using 
assessment data and with discussions with their teacher. 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. Homework will be a 
mixture of short and longer tasks designed to cover materials from across the two 
courses and maintain the students’ knowledge of prior topics. 

• Formal class assessments take place twice every term, usually at the middle and end 
points. Teachers mark these and give feedback to students and also give them the 
opportunity to improve where they need to. 

• We study AQA GCSEs in Language and Literature. The English courses are 100% exam 
assessed across 4 papers: 2 per GCSE. Students also complete a Non Examined 
Assessment in Spoken language. 

 
Link to the AQA specification here: 

 

 

Course Content – AQA English Language and Literature 
 
This course follows on from the KS3 English programme of study where they will have 
started the journey of developing core skills and knowledge linked to the GCSE Assessment 
Objectives. The English Literature and English Language courses are designed to inspire and 
motivate students, providing appropriate stretch and challenge whilst ensuring, as far as 
possible, that the assessment and texts are accessible to the full range of students. 
The courses enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they need to read, 
understand and analyse a wide range of different texts – both fiction and non–fiction- 
covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century time periods as well as to write clearly, coherently 
and accurately using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures. 



Course Content: AQA English Literature 
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

 
• Section A Shakespeare: Macbeth 

Students will answer one question on Macbeth. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole. 

• Section B The 19th-century novel: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
or A Christmas Carol 
Students will answer one question on the novel their class studied. They will be 
required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about 
the novel as a whole. 

 

 
 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
 

• Section A Modern texts: An Inspector Calls 
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on An Inspector Calls. 

• Section B Poetry: Power and Conflict cluster 
Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the 
paper and one other poem from the Power and Conflict anthology cluster. 

• Section C Unseen poetry: 
Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question 
comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 

 

 
 

Course Content: English Language 
 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

 
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

 
Content for Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language: As part of their GCSE English 
course students are required to complete a formal presentation to the class. This is usually 
completed in Year 10 and will be recorded for submission to the AQA examination board. It is 
important to note that this is a separate, but compulsory, endorsement with 0% weighting to the 
GCSE. Gradings are set as either a: Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

 
AQA Language Paper 1 

 
Explorations in creative reading and writing: 1 hour and 45 mins exam 
Section A Reading 
Q1 – 4 marks – Understanding and retrieval 
Q2 – 8 marks – Analysis of language 
Q3 – 8 marks – Analysis of Structure 
Q4 – 20 marks – Evaluating the effect of the writing on the reader 
Section B Writing 
Q5 – 40 marks - Descriptive or narrative writing – a picture is given as a stimulus 



Language Paper 2 
 
Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives: 1 hour and 45 mins exam 
Section A Reading 
Q1 – 4 marks – identifying 4 true statements in 8 possibilities 
Q2 – 8 marks - Summarise and compare two texts 
Q3 – 12 marks – Analysis of Language 
Q4 – 16 marks – How two writers present their ideas. 

 
Section B Writing 
Q5 – 40 marks - Writing to present a point of view 

 

 
 

Literature Paper 1 
 
Shakespeare and 19th Century Novel: 1 hour and 45 mins exam 
Section A Shakespeare – Macbeth - 30 marks 
Students should focus on the extract initially and then on the play as a whole Section 
B C19th Novel – Jekyll and Hyde or A Christmas Carol - 30 marks Students should 
focus on the extract initially and then on the novel as a whole 

 
Literature Paper 2 

 
Modern Text and Poetry: 2 hours and 15 minutes exam Section 
A Modern Text – An Inspector Calls – 34 marks A choice of 2 
questions based on the whole play. 
Section B – Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology – 30 marks 
Compare the printed poem with another poem from the Poetry Anthology. 
Section C – Unseen Poetry – 24 marks and 8 marks 
2 unseen poems given – answer the question asked and write about both poems 

 
Closed book: no texts in the exam 

 

 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 4 
 

We sell the CGP study guides for all the Literature texts (including one for unseen poetry). We also sell 
the CGP revision guide and workbook for English Language and KS4 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. 
We would recommend them to support classwork and revision. 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx 
 

https://www.sparknotes.com/ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff 
 

If you have any queries about the GCSE English courses, please contact Curriculum Leader, Kirsty 
Honeysett. hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://www.sparknotes.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
mailto:hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk


Key Stage 5 English Literature Curriculum Intent 
 
This A Level course follows the AQA English Literature A syllabus. All students will sit their A 
Level English Literature exams at the end of Year 13 having studied the course throughout Year 
12 and 13. As part of this course, students read and study a variety of classic texts and genres 
from The Great Gatsby and Wilfred Owen’s poetry to the Shakespeare play, Othello. Students 
also study a Love Poetry Anthology as well as looking at Regeneration, a modern novel about 
the First World War and a play set at the same time. By studying these fiction texts, students are 
able to focus on developing their analytical, evaluative and critical skills and develop and foster 
their love of Literature across the ages, while also experiencing a diverse and challenging range 
of texts. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 
In Year 12 and 13, students have 9 lessons of English Literature per fortnight. Homework is set 
in line with the School Homework Policy. At A Level, English Literature homework will be set 
weekly and a mixture of short and longer tasks will be set to either explore the text the 
students are studying at the time, or as an organised revision task to maintain students’ 
knowledge throughout the course. 

 

 

Formal class assessments take place at least twice every term, usually at the middle and end 
points of studying the topic. Teachers mark these and give feedback specific lessons that enable 
students to reflect and have the opportunity to improve. There are also two mock exam points in 
both Year 12 and 13. 

 

 

Course Content – AQA English Literature 
 
This course follows the AQA specification. Students begin by developing core skills and literary 
analysis and comparative skills to enable them to effectively analyse at A Level. Students are 
then taught the texts from Paper 1 in the first part of Year 12 and then begin the Paper 2 texts 
in Term 4. The English Literature course is designed to inspire and motivate students by some 
parts of course being taught through interleaved lessons. We believe this enables students to 
have long term retention and the opportunity to study the different literature texts required 
alongside each other throughout the course. 

 
The course provides students with the opportunity to study a wide range of fiction and non- 
fiction spanning 17th, 20th and 21st century time periods. Students also have the opportunity to 
explore literature texts that they enjoy and  experience the process of reading, researching, 
analysing and exploring these in their own personal investigation through the Non-Exam 
Assessment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Course Content: AQA English Literature 
 
Paper 1: Love Through the Ages 

 
Section A Shakespeare – 25 marks 
Students will answer one question. They will be given a printed extract from the 
Shakespeare play they are studying in order to explore an aspect of love in the play. 

 
Section B Unseen Poetry - 25 marks 
Students will be given two unseen poems and asked to write a comparison. 

 
Section C Comparing Texts– 25 marks 
Students will be given a choice of two questions on two texts (one prose and one the 
poetry Anthology) where they will be expected to link the two texts, exploring and 
aspect of love. 

 

 
 

Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts – WW1 and its Aftermath 
 

Section A Set Texts– 25 marks 
Students are able to have blank copies of The Great Gatsby in the exam. Students are 
directed to a section of the text and create a recast. 
Students then have to write a commentary explaining the decision they have made in 
their recast. 

 
Section B Contextual Linking 
• one compulsory question on an unseen extract - 25 marks 
• one essay question linking two texts - 25 marks 
Students have a compulsory question based on an extract of unseen prose for the first 
question, then one question linking their prepared drama and poetry texts for the 
second question. 

 
Non-Exam-Assessment 

Students complete a comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must 
have been written pre-1900. One extended essay (2500 words) and a bibliography. 

 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 5 
 
We recommend students to buy the A Level English Literature for AQA Student Book. Also The Art of 
Poetry (Vol 4) and York Notes on any of our set texts are highly recommended. 

 
If you have any queries about the A Level English Literature course, please contact Curriculum Leader, 
Kirsty Honeysett hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk or KS5 Coordinator Kate Hutchinson 
hc@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
 
 

 

 

mailto:hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:hc@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk


Key Stage 5 English Language and Literature Curriculum Intent 
 
This A Level course follows the AQA English Language and Literature syllabus. All students will sit 
their A Level English Language and Literature exams at the end of Year 13 having studied the 
course throughout Year 12 and 13. As part of this course, students read and study a variety of 
classic texts and genres from The Great Gatsby and The Handmaid’s Tale to the Shakespeare 
play, Othello. Students also study a Poetry Anthology as well as looking at an anthology of non- 
fiction texts based in Paris. By studying these fiction and non-fiction texts - as well as having the 
opportunity to be writers themselves - students are able to focus on developing their analytical, 
evaluative and critical skills while gaining an appreciation and enthusiasm for the diverse range 
of texts. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 
In Year 12 and 13, students have 9 lessons of English Language and Literature per fortnight. 
Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. At A Level, English Language and 
Literature homework will be set weekly and a mixture of short and longer tasks will be set to 
either explore the text the students are studying at the time, or as an organised revision task to 
maintain students’ knowledge throughout the course. 

 

 

Formal class assessments take place at least twice every term, usually at the middle and end 
points of studying the topic. Teachers mark these and give feedback specific lessons that enable 
students to reflect and have the opportunity to improve. There are also two mock exam points 
in both Year 12 and 13. 

 

 

Course Content – AQA English Language and Literature 
 
This course follows the AQA specification. Students begin by developing core skills and language 
terminology to enable them to effectively analyse at A Level. Students are then taught the 
texts from Paper 1 in the first part of Year 12 and then begin the Paper 2 texts in Term 3. The 
English Literature and English Language courses are designed to inspire and motivate students 
by some parts of course being taught through interleaved lessons. We believe this enables 
students to have long term retention and the opportunity to study non-fiction and fiction texts 
alongside each other throughout the course. 

 
The course provides students with the opportunity to study a wide range of fiction and non- 
fiction spanning 17th, 20th and 21st century time periods. Students also have the opportunity to 
be writers themselves through creative writing and complete their own personal investigation 
through the Non-Exam Assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Content: AQA English Language and Literature 
 
Paper 1: Telling Stories 

 
Section A Remembered Places - 40 marks 
Students will answer one question and be given two printed non-fiction extracts from 
the AQA Paris Anthology to compare. 

 
Section B Imagined Worlds – 35 marks 
Students will be given a choice of two questions on The Handmaid’s Tale and have an 
extract included. 

 
Section C Poetic Voices – 25 marks 
Students will be given a choice of two questions on two poems they have studied from 
the Carol Ann Duffy anthology. 

 

 
 

Paper 2: Exploring Conflict 
 

Section A Writing About Society – 55 marks 
Students are able to have blank copies of The Great Gatsby in the exam. Students are 
directed to a section of the text and create a recast. 
Students then have to write a commentary explaining the decision they have made in 
their recast. 

 
Section B Dramatic Encounters – 45 marks 
Students have a choice of two questions to answer on Othello. They are allowed blank 
copies of the play in the exam and are directed to a section of the play to start with. 

 
Non-Exam-Assessment 

Students complete a personal investigation that explores a specific technique or theme 
in both literary and non-literary discourse. 

 

 
 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 5 
We recommend students to buy the A Level English Language and Literature for AQA Student Book. 

 
 

If you have any queries about the A Level English Language and Literature course, please contact 
Curriculum Leader, Kirsty Honeysett  hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk or KS5 Coordinator Kate Hutchinson 
hc@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:HC@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk


Key Stage 5 Film Studies Curriculum Intent 
 
This A Level course follows the OCR Film Studies syllabus. All students will sit their A Level Film 
Studies exams at the end of Year 13 having studied the course throughout Year 12 and 13. 
Students study a diverse range of films from the Silent Era to films produced during the 
Hollywood Studio system. Students have the opportunity to study independent films from a 
range of different cultures but also study well known big budget box office successes. Students 
watch, develop personal responses to and textually evaluate a range different film forms: 
documentary, short and experimental films. By studying these varied texts, students are able to 
gain an appreciation, confidence and a passion for cinema spanning over a hundred years. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

 
In Year 12 and 13, students have 10 lessons of Film Studies per fortnight. Homework is set in 
line with the School Homework Policy. At A Level Film Studies, homework will be set weekly 
and a mixture of short and longer tasks will be set to either explore the text the students are 
studying at the time, or as an organised revision task to maintain students’ knowledge 
throughout the course. 

 

 

Generally, formal class assessments take place twice every term, usually at the middle and end 
points of studying the topic. Teachers mark these and give feedback specific lessons that enable 
students to reflect and have the opportunity to improve. There are also two mock exam points 
in both Year 12 and 13. 

 

 

Course Content – OCR Film Studies 
 
This course follows the OCR specification. Students begin by having an introduction to Film 
Studies by learning specific film terminology to enable them to analyse a film critically. Once 
they know the basics, students begin by studying a British Independent film and films from the 
Silent Era before moving to the Hollywood System and specific film movements. The Film 
Studies course is designed so that more challenging films are taught once students have a solid 
and confident understanding of the critical approaches to film. Much of the course content 
enables students to study a variety of genres, film forms and cultures enabling them to have a 
rich and developed understanding of cinema by the end of Year 13. 

 

 

By being able to critically evaluate films, students are able to develop their passion and are able 
to show case this by making their own five minute film or produce their own screenplay at the 
end of Year 12 for their Non-Exam Assessment. 



Course Content: OCR Film Studies 
 
Paper 1: Film History (105) 

 
Section A Film Form in US Cinema from the Silent Era to 1990 
Students will answer two textual analysis questions on a Silent Era film, Singin’ In The 
Rain or Do The Right Thing. (20) 

 
Students will be given a choice of two questions and answer a longer question on a 
Silent Era film, Singin’ In The Rain and Do The Right Thing. (35) 

 
Section B European Cinema History 
Students will answer a short analytical question on Surrealism or German 
Expressionism. (15) 

 
Students will be given a choice of two questions and answer a longer question on either 
Surrealism or German Expressionism. (35) 

 
 
 
 

Paper 2: Critical Approaches to Film (105) 
 

Section A Contemporary British and US Film (35) 
Students have a choice of two questions to answer on Ex Machina and The Dark Knight 
Rises. 

 
Section B Documentary (35) 
Students have a choice of two questions to answer on the documentary film they have 
studied. 

 
Section C Ideology (35) 
Students have a choice of two questions to answer on the theme of outsiders using the 
films District 9, Battle of Algiers and The Hurt Locker to support their responses. 

 
Non-Exam-Assessment 

There are two different individual production options. Students must choose either to 
create a new short film (4–5 minutes) or produce a screenplay for a new short film. 

 
 
 

Useful Film Studies Resources 
 

We recommend students to buy and watch any of the texts we study. 
 

If you have any queries about the A Level Film Studies course, please contact Curriculum Leader, Kirsty 
Honeysett hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk or KS5 Coordinator Kate Hutchinson  HC@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
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