
The Drama Curriculum 
at Kingdown 

 

Key Stage 3 Drama Curriculum Intent 
 

For many students Year 7 Drama is their first experience of performing and so building confidence 
and working as part of a group is at the centre of all learning. The Drama curriculum aims to introduce 
students to performance skills in year 7 focusing on vocal and physical techniques, interpreting a 
script and characterisation. In Year 8 students will have the opportunity to develop performance skills 
learnt in Year 7 but also expand their drama toolkit by studying a variety of genres and styles. In Year 
9 pupils will gain a good understanding of key practitioners whilst developing 
their performance skills and knowledge of genre and forms in drama. As well as working towards 
theatrical skills students will gain the ability to identify and develop transferable skills such as: public 
speaking, commitment, cooperation and evaluating. Our aim throughout every lesson in KS3 is to 
develop knowledge and skills in a joyful and inclusive environment. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 
• Students study 2 lessons a fortnight in Year 7 and 8. 
•Students study 3 lessons a fortnight in year 9. 
• Formal assessments take place 3 times a year against some of the GCSE criteria with 3 minor 
assessments used to set targets and track progress. 

 
Subject Content 

 
Year 7 Overview 

 
Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Visual Language Tableau, Still Image and 

Mime 
Facial expression, body language, 
posture and gesture 

2 Roald Dahl Creating characters Dramatisation, soundscape, 
characterisation, devising 

3 The Tempest Shakespeare: Duologues Script analysis and interpreting text, 
performing with a partner 

4 Storytelling Structuring 
performances and 
audience awareness 

Narration, flashback, use of space, 
staging 

5 The Terrible Fate of 
Humpty Dumpty 

Script work centred 
around the issue of 
bullying 

Characterisation and stage 
directions 

6 Greek Theatre Devising project Choral speaking, devising from a 
stimulus 

 

 
 

Year 8 Overview 
 

Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 ‘Foiled Again’ Melodrama Interpreting a script, 

characterisation and performing in a 
melodramatic style 

2 Missing Money Naturalism Character development, performing 
in a naturalistic style 



 

3 Ernie’s incredible 
illucinations 

Script work Structuring, blocking, exaggeration, 
ensemble working 

4 Social Project Devising from a 
stimulus 

Making and performing drama 

5 Commedia Dell’Arte Theatre History, 
building characters and 
mask work 

Mime, understanding genre, mask 
work 

6 Monologues Performing a 
monologue 

Confidence, vocal and physical skills, 
interpreting a character 

 
Year 9 Overview 

 
Term Topic Content Key skills 
1 Comedy Duologues Theatrical skills Vocal and physical skills, 

understanding genre, scriptwriting 
2 Shakespeare Macbeth Adaptations, analysing language, 

historical theatre knowledge 
3 The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night- 
time by Simon Stephens 

Script work and Frantic 
Assembly 

Characterisation, 
Performing from text, practitioner 
knowledge. 

4 Political Theatre Epic Theatre and Brecht Applying practitioner knowledge to 
devising 

5 GCSE set text 
exploration 

Practical exploration of 
key text 

Analysing and evaluating 
performances, context, key roles in 
theatre 

6 Physical Theatre Devising from stimulus 
in the style of Frantic 
Assembly 

Knowledge of key practitioner, 
Frantic Assembly, structuring and 
creating original drama 

 

 
 

Assessment 
• Homework – set twice a term and focused on developing key vocabulary. Occasionally an extra 

activity is set to learn lines for text based projects. 

• Assessment –  there will be 3 interim assessments and 3 main assessments every year. The main 
assessments are made up of making, performing and evaluating drama. 

• All assessment marks are recorded in Go4Schools. 

 
Useful Study Support Resources and Links 

 
Extra-curricular clubs and opportunities include: Drama club, LAMDA qualifications, a KS3 production 
project, whole school musical and live theatre screenings/trips. 

 
If you have any queries about the KS3 Drama course, please contact Curriculum Leader, Kim Paper. 
pp@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
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Key Stage 4 Drama Curriculum Intent 
 

 
GCSE Drama is designed to encourage creativity and knowledge of modern theatre practice as well as 

develop skills that are desirable in further study or career pathways. During year 10 students will 

complete component 1 of the GCSE, Devising. In preparation for the practical assessment of this 

component students will focus on developing group working skills, practitioner workshops and 

explorative techniques to devise new drama. Year 10 students will also be introduced to the 

requirements of component 3, Theatre makers in Practice by studying one key text. They will 

develop knowledge of the role of the performer, director and designer in theatre and have a good 

understanding of the plot. Key themes will be explored alongside characterisation of key roles. 

Students will begin to explore the social, historical and cultural context of when the text was written 

and set. Students will also experience at least one piece of live theatre and begin to analyse and 

evaluate live productions. 
 
 

In year 11 students will revisit performance skills and knowledge of interpreting texts, this will allow 

them to work confidently towards component 2, Performance from Text. Students will take part in a 

showcase of practical work and be presented with opportunities to explore lighting, costume and 

sound design for these events. Practical exploration of the set text from component 3 and 

broadening understanding of the plays context, characters and themes will be a key focus of year 11 

alongside analysis and evaluation of live theatre. 
 
 

Curriculum Implementation 
 

 

• In Year 10 and 11, students will have 5 lessons of Drama over a fortnight. 

• Opportunities for additional practical rehearsal are scheduled as break time or after school 
clubs when completing group components. 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. Homework’s will vary from 
research, line learning, reading set texts and preparing for written elements of the 
qualification. 

• Formal class assessments take place every term and feedback will be given to students. 

• We study Pearson Edexcel Drama GCSE. 
 

 
Link to the Pearson Edexcel specification here: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html 
 

 

Course Content: GCSE Drama 
 

Component 1: Devising 
 

• Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus. 

• Students are assessed on a performance of their devised piece and also a portfolio 
(coursework) that analyses and evaluates their devising process. 

• Performer or designer options available. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html


Component 2: Performance from Text 
 

• Performance of 2 key extracts from a performance text. 

• Performer or designer options available. 
 

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
 

• Written examination that explores one complete text and evaluates one piece of live 
theatre. 

 
Section A: Bringing Texts to Life 

 
• One question broken into five parts that asks questions about the set text studied. 

• Students will respond to questions as a performer, director or designer as specified in the 
questions. 

 
Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation 

 
• Two questions that ask students to analyse and evaluate a piece of live theatre they have 

seen throughout the GCSE. 
 
 

 
Useful Study Support Resources and Links 

 

Extra-curricular clubs and opportunities include: Drama club, LAMDA qualifications, opportunities to 

direct and design for a drama production, perform in the school musical and live theatre 

screenings/trips. 

Recommended GCSE Drama revision guide for set text. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zkvm2sg 
 
 
 
 

If you have any queries about the KS4 Drama course, please contact Curriculum Leader, Kim Paper. 

pp@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
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Key Stage 5 Theatre Studies Curriculum Intent 
 

 
The A Level Theatre studies course follows on from the GCSE Drama qualification but focuses on key 

practitioners and students studying a wider breadth of key texts practically and theoretically. The 

course aims to offer a variety of theatrical opportunities, experience of watching live theatre, 

exploring a range of modern and historical texts and devising new theatre. Theatre Studies offers the 

opportunity for students to approach texts from a director, designer and performers point of view 

and develop a director’s concept for a whole production. Alongside practical components students 

will analyse and evaluate characters, themes, genres and contexts of texts studied. 
 

 

Curriculum Implementation 
 

 
• In Year 12 and 13 students will have 9 lessons of Theatre over a fortnight. 

• Opportunities for additional practical rehearsal is scheduled for break time or after school 
clubs when completing group components. 

• Homework is set in line with the School Homework Policy. Homework’s will vary from 
research, line learning, reading set texts and preparing for written elements of the 
qualification. 

• Formal class assessments take place every term and feedback will be given to students. 

• We study Pearson Edexcel A Level Theatre Studies. 
 

 
Link to the Pearson Edexcel specification here: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html 
 

 

Course Content: A Level Theatre Studies 
 

Component 1: Devising 
 

• Create and develop a devised piece using a key extract from a performance text and a key 
practitioner as a stimulus. 

• Students are assessed on a performance of their devised piece and also a portfolio 
(coursework) that analyses and evaluates their devising process and final performance. 

• Performer or designer options available. 
 

Component 2: Text in Performance 
 

• A group performance of one key extract from a performance text. 

• A monologue or duologue performance from one key extract of a different performance 
text. 

• Performer or designer options available. 
 

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
 

• Written examination that explores two complete texts and an evaluation of live theatre. 

Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation 

• Students will respond to a statement about theatre in light of a performance they have seen. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html


Section B: Page to Stage 
 

• Students will study a performance text and answer two questions in relation to a key extract 
from the chosen text. 

• Students will answer one question as a performer and one question as a designer. 

Section C: Interpreting a Performance Text 

• Students will study one performance text (different to section B) and create a unique 
production concept for this text in the style of one key practitioner (different to component 
1) 

• Students will answer one question in regards to a key extract from the text that analyses and 
evaluates a specific element of their production concept. 

 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links 
 

Extra-curricular clubs and opportunities include: Drama club, LAMDA qualifications, opportunities to 

direct and design for a drama production, perform in the school musical and live theatre 

screenings/trips. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zkvm2sg 
 
 
 

If you have any queries about the KS5 Theatre Studies course, please contact Curriculum Leader, Kim 

Paper  pp@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
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