
The Art Curriculum at 
Kingdown 

 
Key Stage 3 Art Curriculum Intent 
 
The Art Department at Kingdown is a dynamic and well respected area in the school. 
We are keen to embrace new developments, which enhance the ‘Teaching and Learning’ 
experiences that we provide for our students. The Department has a supportive, friendly 
atmosphere where new ideas and approaches are welcomed and openly discussed. We always aim 
to make our art and photography lessons challenging, stimulating and fun! A wonderful quote from 
Einstein sums up our ethos well: “Logic will get you from A-B. Imagination will take you everywhere.” 
 
 

Curriculum Implementation 
• Students study two Art lessons a fortnight in Years 7&8. At Year 9, if Art is chosen as one of 

their options, students will have twelve lessons per fortnight.  

• Across Years 7-9, students are taught in mixed ability groups.   
Students studying Art at KS3 and cover a wide range of disciplines. Pupils will cover: ceramics and 
pottery, cultural art, modern art movements, painting & mark-making, tonal elements and 
contextual studies. The final project in Year 9 is more open ended encouraging students to work in a 
similar style to GCSE producing work in a media of their choosing where appropriate. 
 

Subject Content 
 

Year 7 Overview 
 

Project Project Content and Key Skills 
 

1 Expressionism 
 

Picasso & expressive mark making 

2 Impressionism Colour mixing and explorative mark making 

3 Open Unit Teacher set theme to demonstrate skills 

 

Year 8 Overview 

 

Unit Unit Content and Key Skills 
 

1 Portraiture Technical drawing of a portrait 

2 Aboriginal/Cultural Art Restricted colours and marks – exploring ideas 
within cultural art 

3 Pop Art Use of bold and bright imagery looking at 
commercial themes and still life 

4 Open Unit Teacher set theme to demonstrate skills 

 
 



Year 9 Overview 
 
Project 1: Cubism – More advanced use of mark making and colour mixing.  Developing ideas from 
the ethos of analytical and synthetic Cubism – Picasso & Braque. 
 
Project 2: Deconstruct & Reconstruct – Students select an artist from a selection & develop their 
own ideas and material selection. Students are able to use this project towards their GCSE portfolio 
due to it being a GCSE style project. Each student is in charge of their own direction within set 
parameters. 
 

Assessment 
• Homework: One piece every term, with smaller homework tasks during each term at the 

discretion of the teacher. )  Students homework  will be graded and receive written and/or 
peer assessed comments. 

• Each student is given a formal Drawing assessment three times a year (Terms 1,3,5) 

• Students are also given formative and summative grades for each project t(x2).   
 

Useful Study Support Resources and Links at Key Stage 3 
• PowerPoints and resource boards that relate to each topic are available. Students are 

encourage to research artist on the internet and visit exhibitions 
 

If you have any queries about Key Stage 3 Art, please contact: 
Key Stage Leader – Bethan Francis fi@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk  
Curriculum Leader – Florence Vyner, Head of Art vy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk  
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Key Stage 4 Art & Photography Curriculum Intent 
 

Students will develop Skills encountered during KS3 and encounter new working methods. Course 
work begins from day 1 of the course!. Drawing is the core ability to focus on, but students will be 
able to access the following areas: Painting, Drawing, Graphics, Design, Textiles, Photography, ICT, 
Sculpture, Printing, Ceramics. All practical work is project based and is developed in particular 
themes. Students will also create written critical studies – making discriminations on the work of 
Artists, Photographers and Crafts people. 
 

Curriculum Implementation 
• This is a two year GCSE course. Examination Board is the WJEC Eduqas.  

• Students may choose to take Single Art /Photography Or Double Art/Photography. The 
double option give students a chance to gain a higher grade – dependant on route. 

• Single Art & Photography students have five lessons per fortnight, where Double Art & 
Photography students will have 8 lesson a fortnight. 

• Students are set homework regularly; the course requires a minimum of 1 hours homework each 
week – this is part of the coursework unit (60% of the grade 

 

Course Content 
Students study two Units of work – one is coursework, one is the Examination unit. 
  

Unit 1  Unit 2  
Equal to 60% of final grade Equal to 40% of final grade 
A series of small projects exploring 
different artists/photographers skills to 
developing students’ abilities. One main 
project, student’s personal choice. This 
makes up the Unit 1 portfolio. 

In January of Year 11 Students receive an exam paper; 
the externally set assignment 
(ESA Exam). There are 8 school weeks allocated to 
prepare for this ten-hour exam. This is broken down 
into two 5 hour days. 

 
Assessment 

All specifications in fine Art & Photography must require candidates to demonstrate their 

ability to: 
 

AO1 - Develop 

their ideas 
through 
investigations 
informed by 
contextual and 
other sources, 
demonstrating 
analytical & 
cultural 
understanding. 

AO2 - Refine 

their ideas 
through 
experimenting 
and selecting 
relevant 
photographic 
processes. 
Developing a 
range of 
techniques & 
processes. 

AO3 - Record 

ideas, 
observations and 
insights relevant to 
their intentions in 
visual &/or 
other forms as images & 
photos. 

AO4 - Present 

a personal, 
informed & meaningful 
response demonstrating 
analytical & critical 
understanding and 
realising intentions where 
appropriate, making 
connections between visual, 
written, oral or other 
elements. 

 
 

Useful Study Support Resources & Links at Key Stage 4 
• PowerPoints and resource boards that relate to each topic are available. Students are 

encourage to research artist on the internet. Students will have gallery visit to Bristol 



 
 
 

If you have any queries about the Key Stage 4 Art & Photography course, please contact: 
Photography Lead – Darren Gordon gr@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Curriculum Leader – Florence Vyner, Head of Art vy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
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Key Stage 5 Fine Art Curriculum Intent  

Develop key life skills for creative presentation, delivery and problem solving  

Curriculum Implementation 

• Students have 9 lessons of Art per fortnight, with 2 teachers. 

• All work will be project based, incorporating problem solving, development and evaluation. 

• Each student will set aside a minimum of six hours a week for homework. This will be set 
individually and is designed to enhance and further the candidate’s project work. 

Course Content: 

 Projects 

The first 3 projects in year 12 : Landscape, still life and portraits and the figure is based upon 
observational studies and enables the student to illustrate their intensive investigations clearly and 
confidently in a wide variety of materials. 

The final project in year 12/13: Personal investigation 

This will be the main project that the student will use for their final assessment. The theme for this 
project is the choice of the student. 

 

Useful Study Support Resources & Links at Key Stage 5 
To enhance the student’s cultural capital, there are 2 organised field trips, to Paris one year and 
London the following year, and students are expected to attend. These opportunities enable 
students to work directly from the environment they are in and gives them a chance to see artwork 
in museums and galleries. The main aim is to increase students creativity and confidence through 
direct observation, analysis, & working outside of the school environment. 

 

If you have any queries about the A Level Fine Art course, please contact Florence Vyner, Head of Art 
vy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk   
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