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Five Books That …. 
....will keep you turning the pages 

The Knife of 

Never Letting 

Go  

Patrick Ness 

Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. And you can hear 
everything they think. And they can hear everything you think. Imagine 
you don't fit in with their plans... Todd Hewitt is just one month away 
from the birthday that will make him a man. But his town has been 
keeping secrets from him. Secrets that are going to force him to run... 
 

Dystopian, 

futuristic, 

action-packed 

I Am Number 

Four  

Pittacus Lore 

They killed Number One in Malaysia. Number Two in England. And 
Number Three in Kenya.  
John Smith is not your average teenager. He regularly moves from small 
town to small town. If he stops moving those who hunt him will find and 
kill him. But it's just a matter of time before John's secret is revealed. He 
was once one of nine. Three of them have been killed.  John is Number 
Four. He knows that he is next .  

Action, mystery 

– will keep you 

reading on 

The Delirium 

Series Lauren 

Oliver  

There was a time when love was the most important thing in the world. 
People would go to the end of the earth to find it. They would tell lies for 
it. Even kill for it. 
Then, at last, they found the cure. 
 

Dystopian and 

thought-

provoking 

How I Live Now 

Meg Roscoff  

A Third World War has just broken out and fifteen year old American 
Daisy, is sent away to a remote farm in England… 

Survival, 

war...what if it 

happened? 

‘Agent 21’ series 

Chris Ryan  

 

When Zak Darke's parents die in an unexplained mass murder he's left 
alone …until he's sought out by a mysterious man: who works for a 
government agency who tells him “we’ve had our eye on you. There’s a 
possibility you could help us in certain . . . operational situations.’ 

Action, 

adventure, 

mystery – 

written by a 

man with first-

hand experience 

  

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Five Books That …. 
…take you to another time or place 

His Dark Materials 

Trilogy  

 Philip Pullman  

Lyra is an orphan, living in a parallel universe in which science, 
theology and magic are entwined. When  her best friend Roger 
goes missing, her search for him uncovers a sinister plot involving 
stolen children and a mysterious phenomenon called Dust.  

Fantasy, action – 

soon to be on BBC1!  

The Divergent 

Trilogy  

Veronica Roth 

For sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat when 
she is forced to make a terrible choice. Turning her back on her 
family, Tris ventures out, alone, determined to find out where she 
truly belongs. Shocked by the brutality of her new life, Tris can 
trust no one. And yet she is drawn to a boy who seems to both 
threaten and protect her. The hardest choices may yet lie ahead…. 

Dystopian –a world 

of factions and 

division 

The Maze Runner 

Trilogy  

James Dashner 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas 
remembers is his first name. But he's not alone. He's surrounded 
by boys who welcome him to the Glade - a walled encampment at 
the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone maze. Like Thomas, the 
Gladers don't know why or how they came to be there - or what's 
happened to the world outside. All they know is that every 
morning when the walls slide back, they will risk everything - even 
the Grievers, half-machine, half-animal horror that patrol its 
corridors, to try and find out. 

Dystopian, 

futuristic, 

apocalyptic  

The Book Thief 

Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. Death 
has never been busier - and will become busier still. 
By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever when 
she picks up a single object, abandoned in the snow. It is The 
Gravedigger's Handbook, and this is her first act of book thievery. 
So begins Liesel's love affair with books and words, and soon she 
is stealing from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library . . . 
wherever there are books to be found. But these are dangerous 
times, and when Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in their 
basement, nothing will ever be the same again. 
 

WW2 setting – a 

look at life in Nazi 

occupied Germany 

Dr Who – The 

Secret in Vault 13 

David Solomons   

 

A dark secret locked inside an ancient vault; three long-lost keys; 
an evil alien intent on destroying the universe. Oh, and a talking 
plant. This talking begonia’s cry for help reveals that the galaxy is 
in dire peril, and naturally only Doctor Who (Jodie Whitaker’s 
incarnation specifically), along with her friends Yaz, Ryan and 
Graham, can save the day. So begins a mission to Vault 13 – but 
what’s in there?  

This is the book for you 

if you love action, 

adventure with a 

monsterific science 

fiction twist 

    



Five Books That …. 
…are a little bit different  

The Fault in Our 

Stars  

John Green 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought 
her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her 
final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot 
twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid 
Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely 
rewritten. 

The Fault in Our 

Stars brilliantly 

explores the 

funny, thrilling, 

and tragic 

business of being 

alive and in love. 

 

The Curious Incident 

of the Dog in the 

Night-time   

Mark Haddon  

A murder mystery novel like no other. The detective, and 
narrator, is Christopher Boone, who is  fifteen and has 
Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very great deal about 
maths and very little about human beings He has never 
gone further than the end of the road on his own, but when 
he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets out on a 
terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside 
down. 

A Murder mystery  

- with a twist 

The Crossover  

Kwame Alexander  

Josh and his twin brother JB are mad about basketball. They’re 
stars of their school team and being on the court is everything. 
Although different from each other, the two brothers have 
always been as close as can be. But things are changing. JB’s 
more interested in spending time with the new girl at school 
than with Josh, and as the fractures in their brotherhood widens, 
Josh just isn’t sure where he fits anymore. Especially after he 
gets suspended from the team. Can he figure out how to fix 
things in time for the basketball championships final? 

Written in free 

verse- dramatic 

and powerful. You 

won’t have read 

anything like it!  

The Secret Diary of 

Adrian Mole aged 13 

¾ 

Sue Townsend 

For a pimples-and-all look at teenage life, The Secret Diary of 
Adrian Mole, Aged 13 3/4 has it covered. Spots, embarrassing 
parents, unrequited love, bullies and bad poetry feature in 
abundance in Sue Townsend's modern classic 

Funny, honest, 

embarrassing 

stories in a diary 

style 

Crush 

 Svetlana Chmakova 

Welcome to Berrybrook School. Jorge has a pretty comfortable 
life here: a spot on the athletics team and two brilliant friends. 
Whenever he sees Jazmine, though, he gets totally tongue-tied. 
He definitely doesn’t have a crush – does he? Crush follows 
everyday life at school as Jorge  tries to figure out the new 
feelings he has for Jazmine, along with the ups and downs of the 
changing relationship between his two best friends to the 
bullying ‘lad’ behaviour of class jock James. 

A graphic novel 

about growing up 

from a boy’s point 

of view 

 



 

Five Books That …. 
….are about figuring out who you are and standing up for what you believe in 

Jelly 

Jo Cotterill 

 Angelica – Jelly for short – is the ‘Funny One’ at school, known for her 
clever impressions and comedy sketches. But being funny is a fine line 
and behind all the humour, Jelly’s hiding anxieties about her weight. If 
they’re laughing with her, they’re not laughing at her, right? And she 
has a secret hobby, too: writing poetry about her worries.  Nobody 
knows, and as far as Jelly’s concerned, nobody can ever know. Can she 
find the courage she needs to stop hiding? 
 

A book about being 

brave and showing the 

world the real you 

The Hate U 

Give  

Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood 
where she was born and raised and her posh high school in the suburbs. 
The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only 
witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a 
police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It 
could also get her killed.  

Inspired by the Black 

Lives Matter 

movement, this is a 

powerful and gripping 

YA novel about one 

girl's struggle for 

justice. 

Girls Can Vlog 

Emma Moss 

A new country, new home, and now a new school. Lucy misses her 
friends, her stammer is worse than ever, and now school bully Dakota 
has made an extremely embarrassing video of Lucy’s disastrous first 
day and posted it online for everyone to see. 
Lucy’s best friend suggests she try vlogging to help make new friends 
and share her life with her old ones. Surprisingly, it’s a success - but 
Dakota is determined to make Lucy’s life hell. Will vlogging turn out to 
be a help or a hindrance? 

A story about 

friendship and its ups 

and downs, and finding 

your inner braveness 

to try new things 

Armistice 

Runner  

Tom Palmer 

Lily loves fell running. She’s good, but never quite good enough: she 
gets anxious and loses her focus and then that’s it. Out. Plus she’s 
worried about her grandmother, who has Alzheimer’s. But whilst 
staying with her grandparents just before her first big race of the 
season, Lily discovers her great-grandfather was a runner too. Not only 
was he a fell running champion, but he was also a message runner 
during World War One.  Perhaps his diaries can give her the inspiration 
she needs to win the upcoming race? 
 

A story about family 

history and learning 

from the past 

I am Malala 

Christina 

Lambe and 

Malala 

Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought for 
her right to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she almost paid 
the ultimate price when she was shot in the head at point-blank range. 
Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a remote 
valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations. She has 
become a global symbol of peaceful protest and is the youngest ever 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

A teenager’s account 

of life under, and 

resistance to the 

Taliban 



 

Five Books that …. 
….are incredibly powerful 

A Monster Calls 

Patrick Ness  

Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell 
ill, ever since she started the treatments that don't quite seem to be 
working. But tonight is different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's a 
visitor at his window. It’s ancient, elemental, a force of nature. And it 
wants the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth.  

Powerful, unusual, 

emotional 

A Good Girl’s 

Guide to Murder 

Holly Jackson 

The case is closed. Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie Bell was murdered 
by Sal Singh. The police know he did it. Everyone in town knows he 
did it. But having grown up in the same small town that was 
consumed by the crime, Pippa Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure. When she 
chooses the case as the topic for her final project, she starts to 
uncover secrets that someone in town desperately wants to stay 
hidden. And if the real killer is still out there, how far will they go to 
keep Pip from the truth . . . ?  

A pacey page turner – 

murder, mystery and 

suspicion 

Two Can Keep a 

Secret 

Karen McManus 

Two teenagers are dead and a killer is threatening to return to Echo 
Ridge. Ellery's aunt went missing here back when she was 16 - and 
then five years ago a homecoming queen was killed. Malcolm's older 
brother was the prime suspect in the latter case... 
Finding himself a member of Echo Ridge's upper crust through his 
mother's remarriage, things take a savage turn when Malcolm's 
brother returns to town - just as mysterious threats echo around 
town... And then another girl disappears. 

By the author of ‘One 

of Us is Lying’ – 

addictive storytelling 

Noughts and 

Crosses 

Malorie Blackman  

Callum is a nought - an inferior white citizen in a society controlled by 
the black Crosses. Sephy is a Cross - and the daughter of one of the 
most powerful, ruthless men in the country. In their hostile, violent 
world, noughts and Crosses simply don't mix. But when Sephy and 
Callum's childhood friendship grows into love, they're determined to 
find a way to be together. And then the bomb explodes... 

A modern classic with 

themes of prejudice, 

and standing up for 

your beliefs 

My Sister Lives on 

the Mantelpiece  

Annabel Pitcher  

Ten-year-old Jamie Matthews has just moved to the Lake District 
with his Dad and his teenage sister, Jasmine for a 'Fresh New Start'. 
Five years ago his sister's twin, Rose, was blown up by a terrorist 
bomb. His parents are wrecked by their grief, Jasmine turns to 
piercing, pink hair and stops eating. The family falls apart. 
But Jamie hasn't cried in all that time. To him Rose is just a distant 
memory. Jamie is far more interested in his cat, Roger, his birthday 
Spider-Man T-shirt, and in keeping his new friend Sunya a secret from 
his dad. And in his deep longing and unshakeable belief that his Mum 
will come back to the family she walked out on months ago. When he 
sees a TV advert for a talent show, he feels certain that this will 
change everything and bring them all back together once and for all. 

Deals with loss, grief 

and hope 

 

   


