
 

  

Key Stage 4 Book 

Recommendations 

 



Five Books that …. 
....Keep you turning the pages 

How I Live Now – 

Meg Roscoff  

A Third World War has just broken out and fifteen 
year old American Daisy, is sent away to a remote 
farm in England… 

Survival, war...what if it 

happened? 

‘Agent 21’ series 

Chris Ryan  

 

When Zak Darke's parents die in an unexplained 
mass murder he's left alone …until he's sought out 
by a mysterious man: who works for a government 
agency who tells him “we’ve had our eye on you. 
There’s a possibility you could help us in certain . . . 
operational situations.’ 

Action, adventure, mystery 

– written by a man with 

first-hand experience 

I Am Number Four 

Pittacus Lore 

They killed Number One in Malaysia. Number Two 
in England. And Number Three in Kenya.  
John Smith is not your average teenager. He 
regularly moves from small town to small town. If he 
stops moving those who hunt him will find and kill 
him. But it's just a matter of time before John's 
secret is revealed. He was once one of nine. Three of 
them have been killed.  John is Number Four. He 
knows that he is next .  

Action, mystery – will keep 

you reading on 

The Delirium Series 

Lauren Oliver  

There was a time when love was the most important 
thing in the world. People would go to the end of 
the earth to find it. They would tell lies for it. Even 
kill for it. 
Then, at last, they found the cure. 

Dystopian and thought-

provoking 

The Knife of Never 

Letting Go – Patrick 

Ness 

Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. And 
you can hear everything they think. And they can 
hear everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in 
with their plans... Todd Hewitt is just one month 
away from the birthday that will make him a man. 
But his town has been keeping secrets from him. 
Secrets that are going to force him to run... 

Dystopian, futuristic, 

action-packed 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Five Books that …. 
…Take you to another place 

His Dark Materials 

Trilogy – Philip Pullman  

Lyra is an orphan, living in a parallel universe in which science, 
theology and magic are entwined. When  her best friend Roger 
goes missing, her search for him uncovers a sinister plot 
involving stolen children and a mysterious phenomenon called 
Dust.  

Fantasy, action 

The Book Thief 

Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. 
Death has never been busier - and will become busier still. 
By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever 
when she picks up a single object, abandoned in the snow. It 
is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this is her first act of book 
thievery. So begins Liesel's love affair with books and words, 
and soon she is stealing from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's 
wife's library . . . wherever there are books to be found. But 
these are dangerous times, and when Liesel's foster family 
hides a Jew in their basement, nothing will ever be the same 
again. 
 

WW2 setting – a 

look at life in Nazi 

occupied Germany 

The Divergent Trilogy 

Veronica Roth 

For sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat 
when she is forced to make a terrible choice. Turning her back 
on her family, Tris ventures out, alone, determined to find out 
where she truly belongs. Shocked by the brutality of her new 
life, Tris can trust no one. And yet she is drawn to a boy who 
seems to both threaten and protect her. The hardest choices 
may yet lie ahead…. 

 

Dystopian –a 

world of factions 

and division 

The Maze Runner 

Trilogy James Dashner 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas 
remembers is his first name. But he's not alone. He's 
surrounded by boys who welcome him to the Glade - a walled 
encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone 
maze. Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they 
came to be there - or what's happened to the world outside. All 
they know is that every morning when the walls slide back, 
they will risk everything - even the Grievers, half-machine, 
half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, to try and find out. 

Dystopian, 

futuristic, 

apocalyptic  

The Discworld novels – 

Terry Pratchett  

The Discworld is oddly similar to our world, even though it is 
flat, and carried through space on the back of 4 elephants 
standing on a space turtle…populated by a cast of witches, 
guards, and people slightly like us, with guest appearances 
from Death WHO SPEAKS LIKE THIS.  

Fantasy, laugh-

out-loud funny 

escapism 

 



Five Books that …. 
…Have been controversial  

13 Reasons Why Jay 

Asher 

Clay Jensen comes home from school to find outside his front 
door a mysterious box with his name on it. Inside he discovers 
a series of cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker - his 
classmate and crush. Only, she committed suicide two weeks 
earlier. On the first tape, Hannah explains that there are 13 
reasons why she did what she did - and Clay is one of them. If 
he listens, Clay will find out how he got onto the list - what he 
hears will change his life forever.  

Dealing with 

issues of teen 

suicide. A Netflix 

hit but the book 

came first!   

Junk Melvyn Burgess Tar loves Gemma, but Gemma doesn't want to be tied down. 
She wants to fly. But no one can fly forever. One day, finally, 
you have to come down. This novel is a vivid depiction of a 
group of teenagers in the grip of heroin addiction, told from 
multiple viewpoints  

Hard-hitting and 

thought 

provoking – a 

gritty look at 

drug addiction 

Catcher in the Rye – 

JD Salinger 

Detailing two days in the life of 16-year-old Holden 
Caulfield after he has been expelled from school: confused and 
disillusioned, Holden searches for truth and rails against the 
“phoniness” of the adult world.  

 An angry teen – 

some swearing 

and sexual 

references 

The Fault in Our 

Stars – John Green 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought 
her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, 
her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a 
gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears 
at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be 
completely rewritten. 

The Fault in Our 

Stars brilliantly 

explores the 

funny, thrilling, 

and tragic 

business of being 

alive and in love. 

 

Lord of the Flies – 

William Golding 

A group of boys shipwrecked on an island turns into gang 
warfare – it chronicles conflict between Ralph and Jack’s 
‘tribes’ with chilling consequences 

A survival story 

with a twist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Holden-Caulfield
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Five Books that …. 
….Make you look at life in a different way 

The Curious Incident 

of the Dog in the 

Night-time  Mark 

Haddon  

A murder mystery novel like no other. The detective, 
and narrator, is Christopher Boone, who is  fifteen and 
has Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very great deal 
about maths and very little about human beings He 
has never gone further than the end of the road on his 
own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered 
he sets out on a terrifying journey which will turn his 
whole world upside down. 

A Murder mystery  - 

with a twist 

The Five People You 

Meet in Heaven  Mitch 

Albom 

 When fairground worker Eddie dies, saving a girl from a 
runaway ride, he goes to heaven, where he meets five 
people who were unexpectedly instrumental in some way 
in his life. While each guide takes him through heaven, 
Eddie learns a little bit more about what his time on earth 
meant, what he was supposed to have learned, and what 
his true purpose on earth was. 

Why are we really 

here? When do we 

get to find out the 

significance of people 

who enter our lives? 

A thought-

provoking read.  

1984 George Orwell In the future of 1984, Big Brother is watching you and 
complete obedience is expected at all times. But Winston 
Smith has questions and a desire to understand the truth… 

A classic dystopian 

read – still very 

relevant today 

The Hate U Give 

Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor 
neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her 
posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance 
between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness 
to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by 
a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her 
community. It could also get her killed.  

Inspired by the 

Black Lives Matter 

movement, this is a 

powerful and 

gripping YA novel 

about one girl's 

struggle for justice. 

Simon vs the Homo 

Sapiens Agenda Becky 

Albertalli 

Straight people should have to come out too. And the 
more awkward it is, the better. Simon Spier is sixteen and 
trying to work out who he is - and what he's looking for. 
But when one of his emails to the very distracting Blue falls 
into the wrong hands, things get all kinds of complicated. 
Because, for Simon, falling for Blue is a big deal ...  

A novel about coming 

out and falling in 

love 

 

 

 



Five Books that …. 
….Will inspire you 

I am Malala 

Christina Lambe and 

Malala Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought 
for her right to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she 
almost paid the ultimate price when she was shot in the head at 
point-blank range. Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has 
taken her from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of 
the United Nations. She has become a global symbol of peaceful 
protest and is the youngest ever winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

A teenager’s 

account of life 

under, and 

resistance to the 

Taliban 

I Know Why the 

Caged Bird Sings 

Maya Angelou 

Reading this powerful story is like stepping into the shoes of a 
poor Black girl in the South. We discover that despite all of life’s 
hardships, the wounded can heal. They can even sing. What’s even 
more powerful is that the story is autobiographical. 

Deals with issues 

of racism, 

childhood abuse 

and overcoming 

the past 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

Harper Lee 

 

'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember 
it's a sin to kill a Mockingbird.' 
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real 
mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man charged 
with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and 
Jem Finch, Harper Lee adult attitudes to race and class in the 
Deep South of the thirties and one man's struggle for justice.  

About standing up 

for what you 

think is right – 

even if no-one else 

does 

Diary of a Young Girl 

Anne Frank 

In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, fleeing 
the occupation, went into hiding in an Amsterdam warehouse. 
Over the next two years Anne vividly describes in her diary the 
frustrations of living in such close quarters, and her thoughts, 
feelings and longings as she grows up. Her diary ends abruptly 
when, in August 1944, they were all betrayed. 

A book full of hope 

despite living in 

fear 

The Help Kathryn 

Stockett 

Enter a vanished and unjust world: Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. 
Where black maids raise white children, but aren't trusted not to 
steal the silver . . . 
There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing 
the hurt caused by her own son's tragic death; Minny, whose 
cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss Skeeter, 
home from College, who wants to know why her beloved maid has 
disappeared.. No one would believe they'd be friends; fewer still 
would tolerate it. But as each woman finds the courage to cross 
boundaries, they come to depend and rely upon one another. And 
together they have an extraordinary story to tell... 

About friendship 

in the face of 

adversity – and 

overcoming 

prejudice and 

hatred 

 

 


