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Excellence in all we do



Kingdown
Sixth Form

At Kingdown Sixth Form, we believe in helping
our students develop skills which will lead

both to academic and personal success



Welcome to Kingdown
Sixth Form
At Kingdown Sixth Form you will benefit from excellent
teaching, a wide range of subjects, wonderful study and
social facilities, work experience opportunities and a
wealth of enrichment activities.

We know how important these two years of Sixth Form
are in shaping the person you will become and the career
path you want to take. From helping you select the right
subjects, to developing independent study and life skills,
our aim is to get you where you want to be, to create
lasting memories and of course, to have a little fun along
the way.

At Kingdown School we have high expectations of our
Sixth Form. We expect students to work hard, to grasp
the opportunities we provide, and to contribute positively
to the wider school community. We believe in our
students; we encourage them to broaden their horizons
and aspire. Together we achieve great results.
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‘In Kingdown Sixth Form you will benefit
from excellent teaching and a wealth of
enrichment activities’



At Kingdown Sixth Form you will benefit from excellent
teaching, a wide range of subjects, wonderful study and
social facilities, work experience opportunities and a
wealth of enrichment activities.

We know how important these two years of Sixth Form are
in shaping the person you will become and the career path
you want to take. From helping you select the right
subjects, to developing independent study and life skills,
our aim is to get you where you want to be, to create

lasting memories and of course, to have a little fun along
the way.

At Kingdown School we have high expectations of our
Sixth Form. We expect students to work hard, to grasp the
opportunities we provide, and to contribute positively to
the wider school community. We believe in our students;
we encourage them to broaden their horizons and aspire.
Together we achieve great results.

Fantastic A-Level Results

Case Studies

5

Sam Miller (Geography, Applied Science, Business Studies)
Kingdown Sixth Form was an amazing experience. All the teachers have high expectations

which really pushed me to try my hardest and I always felt supported. My A-levels have put
me in a really good position for my future. I’ve just become cabin crew for British Airways

and am loving every minute.

Charlotte Thurlow (Biology, Business Studies, Psychology)
Attending Kingdown Sixth Form was great because there was always support available from
the Sixth Form Team as well as subject teachers. The facilities and resources available really
helped me to be able to study in the right environment and has enabled me to go to my first
choice university. I am now a first year student midwife at the University of Southampton
which I am loving and can’t wait to get out on my first clinical placement.

Melissa Ilic (Geography, Business Studies, Applied Science)
I've spent the last 3 years at University of Reading and in July 2018 I graduated with a first
class degree in Human and Physical Geography. Thanks to my time at Kingdown Sixth Form,
I arrived as a confident person and my university experience was all I could have hoped for.
I'm currently enjoying travelling and some time to myself before I'll start at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst to train to become an officer in the Army.
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At Kingdown Sixth Form you will benefit from excellent
teaching, a wide range of subjects, wonderful study and
social facilities, work experience opportunities and a
wealth of enrichment activities.

We know how important these two years of Sixth Form
are in shaping the person you will become and the career
path you want to take. From helping you select the right
subjects, to developing independent study and life skills,
our aim is to get you where you want to be in order to
create lasting memories and of course and to have a little
fun along the way.

At Kingdown School we have high expectations of our
Sixth Form. We expect students to work hard, to grasp
the opportunities we provide and to contribute positively
to the wider school community. We believe in our
students; we encourage them to broaden their horizons
and aspire. Together we achieve great results.

The Sixth Form Team
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Dinah Hooper:   Head of Sixth Form
Dan Phelps:   Head of Year 13
Natasha Spicer:  Head of Year 12
Wendy Leckie:   Sixth Form Attendance and Administrator



We offer a huge range of activities which you
can take part in, whether you love sport, public
speaking, helping others or fund-raising. We
focus on creating a sixth form which not only
delivers excellent academic results, but which

nurtures and develops our students into
proactive and responsible members of the
school community, who are equipped with the
skills needed to become successful young adults
in an increasingly competitive world.

Sixth Form Community

Your courses form a significant part of life in Kingdown Sixth Form,
but it is not just about study.
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 ‘Sixth Form trips are not only great fun but an
 opportunity to experience different cultures
 and open eyes to new possibilities'



Clubs/Events
Whatever you are interested in, there will be something here for you at
Sixth Form. The sports facilities are second to none and we have regular
fun sporting events including football, netball and rounders matches. We
have also established a successful public speaking group who have won
many local and regional competitions. Should you have an interest which
isn’t currently represented, don’t be put off - why not start up your own
group? We encourage our students to engage and be a full and
participating member of Kingdown Sixth Form.

Sixth Form only trips
Whatever you are interested in, there will be something here for you at
Sixth Form. The sports facilities are second to none and we have regular
fun sporting events including football, netball and rounders matches. We
have also established a successful public speaking group who have won
many local and regional competitions. Should you have an interest which
isn’t currently represented, don’t be put off - why not start up your own
group? We encourage our students to engage and be a full and
participating member of Kingdown Sixth Form.

Student Councils
Want to get more involved in how your sixth form is
run, and what events are organised?

You could join one of the many student councils. The
social committee co-ordinates all the student events
through the year, leading up to and including the Year
13 Ball. We also encourage our students to have a voice
in the way that they are taught and how the Sixth Form
is run and we run a student focus group to ensure
students can be part of this discussion.

Alternatively, you may want to join our Amnesty
International group who arrange talks and raise
awareness of global issues across both the Sixth Form
and the school.  All of these groups help students
develop real life skills such as leadership, team work
and communication.
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The Sixth Form Centre

We are hugely proud of our Sixth Form Centre
which opened in 2015 and boasts fantastic
facilities for the exclusive use of our Sixth Form
students.

The centre is comprised of: a study space where
students quietly get on with work whether it be
essays, coursework, research or their homework,
furnished with 28 laptops and 4 PCs; a computer
room with 30 computers for students to access
throughout the day; a meeting room for
academic and pastoral meetings, as well as
student council updates; a common room to
give students their social space, plus access to a
further 20 computers and table football.

Students have their own subsidised canteen in
the Sixth Form Centre which is open
throughout the day and provides them with
cappuccinos, hot chocolates, lattes, paninis,
pasta, salad and much more to keep up their
energy levels.

The Sixth Form Team also have their office in
the Centre and so a member of staff is always
on hand to give advice, help and support,
whether it be about a particular A-Level
subject, a pastoral issue, or UCAS applications.
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‘Studying in Kingdown Sixth
Form has given me more

independence while
continuing to provide great

support for my learning’
Saffron McKay
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Student Support
Financial Support
As a Sixth Form student, you may also qualify
for a bursary which helps those on lower
household incomes with travel costs, UCAS
application fees, open day travel costs and
other equipment related to school. Please get in
touch with us at wal@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk if
you have any queries or would like more
information on the financial support available.

Sixth Form Tutors
Whilst it is important for Sixth Form students at
Kingdown to feel a part of the wider school
community and to contribute wherever possible,
there are also topics and learning which are very
specific to both year 12 and 13. For example,
Sixth Form transition, and Post 18 destinations.
To cover these topics effectively our students are
placed in  Sixth Form year group tutors which are
dedicated to making sure our students receive
the very best and expert pastoral and
professional care.

Community Roles
Sixth Form at Kingdown are also a part of a
wider whole school  and we ask our Sixth Form
to take on a leadership role and work with
younger students or to help individuals or small
groups of students from lower years in a
mentoring role, both with regard to school and
non-school issues.

Sixth Form Team
The Sixth Form Team is the primary source of
help and support for our Sixth Form students.
We have two fantastic Heads of Year and a
Head of Sixth who can give students advice on
anything from organising their time, to personal
statements and CV’s.
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Post-18 Options
In Kingdown Sixth Form, all students have
access to a range of advice on options Post-18,
from university applications to apprenticeships
and employment opportunities. While it might
feel confusing at the moment, we have an array
of guidance and designated support days to
help you make the best decision for your future.

UCAS Support
If you decide that University is for you, we
provide support and guidance on all aspects of
the application process. We have Post-18 tutor
sessions, Assemblies and Futures Days, which all
provide the information you need and the time
and space necessary to apply to your chosen
universities.

Your Tutor will work with you on how to make
your application the best it can be, so that you
can be successful in applying to the best
universities at the end of your course.

Koel Jelfs (English Literature, Maths,
Biology, Chemistry)
‘The weekly Professional Tutor
lessons have been so helpful in
helping me consider the huge
number of options after Kingdown.
The support provided through this
and the Oxbridge group run by the
Sixth Form Team has inspired me to
apply to Oxford on a Biochemistry
course.’
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Employment and Apprenticeship
Support
You will also have the opportunity to prepare
yourself for the workplace through advice and
guidance provided by our Careers Officer, the
Sixth Form Team and your Tutor. We help you
understand what is involved in preparing
yourself to apply and successfully achieve a
place in employment through designated time
in Tutor sessions and Futures Days.

We also run a week of Work Experience for all
year 12 students where you will have the
opportunity to experience a workplace of your
choice, enhancing your employability and
providing you with essential skills beyond your
academic studies.

Leadership Opportunities

As well as support and guidance, Kingdown
Sixth Form will also allow you to have access to
develop your leadership skills, which will
enhance your employability post-Kingdown and
help you demonstrate how you can work in a
team and lead a group of people. From Peer
Mentoring, House Captains and Head Students,
we have many opportunities to allow you to
develop skills beyond just the academic.

Yusuf Rahman (Government and
Politics, History, Psychology)
‘I really appreciate all the school has
offered to help me decide what to do
after completing Sixth Form. The
Future's days have been incredibly
useful, enabling us to talk to;
universities, apprenticeships and even
those who have taken gap years. I feel
confident that I’ve made the right
choice in hopefully going onto study
Business at University’
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If you have an idea of what you would like to do after Sixth Form, it is critical to consider what
subjects at Post-16 will best help you get there. For some careers the link is obvious. We all hope
our Doctor has an A-Level in Biology but for others it’s not so clear. This page gives you some
examples of common careers and the types of A Level you might need to get you there.
Alternatively, if you haven’t yet made up your mind about your future, this gives you some idea
what sorts of careers your subjects might move you towards. If you are not sure, look to choose
complimentary courses which use a similar style of learning e.g. English, History, Sociology.

What Course To Take?

Engineering:
Maths
Further Maths
Chemistry
Physics
Design

Business/
Accountancy:
Business
Maths
English
Geography
Applied ICT

Architect:
Art & Design
Maths
English
Physics
Applied Science

Media:
English
Media Studies
Film Studies
Sociology
Psychology
Business
ICT
Maths
Art & Design

Nursing:
Biology
Applied Science
Health & Social Care
Psychology
Chemistry
Sociology

Doctor/Vet:
Biology
Chemistry
Maths
Physics

17
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Quick Overview:

Develop key life skills for creative
presentation delivery and problem solving

Take part in group exhibitions various trips
to visit galleries in London and Paris and
talk to local artists

• Artist
• Architect
• Fashion Designer
• Make-Up Artist
• Photographer
• Interior Designer

Future Careers:

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
All budding artists who wish to develop their drawing,
painting and designing skills should consider the benefits of
taking A Level Art. It is a varied and challenging subject and
there are many related areas of specialist knowledge that an
artist can diversify into after they have completed the
course. An A level in Art is the access point for a foundation
course in the arts at college or university but is also of
benefit if a student wishes to pursue a career in any creative
based job. If you have a natural artistic flair, or wish to use
creativity to enhance your academic subjects, then taking
Art as an option for you.

What will I learn?
• The nature of art, drawing, painting, enhancing

creativity and decision making.
• Approaching the process of Art from different material

and artistic viewpoints.
• Creating a portfolio of research in Year 12 this will lead

to more in-depth and personal research in Year 13.
• How to create and present a portfolio for applying to a

one-year foundation course or direct entry university
courses.

Key skills for success:
A high level of drawing and designing skill is a basic
requirement for the course, as is the ability to interpret and
evaluate various types of art.

Personal study is a key element at the end of year 12 and
forms the main focus in year 13, along with a one thousand
word essay to support this developmental year. Students are
required to be able to develop ideas that are inspired by
personal thinking and artistic problem solving, as well as
being able to undertake research tasks.

18

If you have a natural
artistic flair, use your creativity to enhance academic subjects



Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
Biology seeks to answer questions such as: What is life? How do
we protect it? What are organisms like at the molecular, cellular,
and anatomical levels? How have complex organisms like
humans evolved? These questions are important to living
organisms like ourselves. If you are interested in beginning to
understand the answers to these questions and have enjoyed
studying Biology at GCSE, Biology A Level may be for you.

What will I learn?
• You will study a wide variety of topics, including the

structure and function of cells, biological molecules, the
reactions that are essential for life, genetics, DNA
technology, ecology and the interactions of organisms
with their environment.

• You will develop investigative and practical skills, as well
as the ability to analyse and evaluate complex data.

Key skills for success:
You need to be a confident and able scientist at GCSE.
Combined Science and Triple Science are both acceptable
routes to studying Biology at A Level. You also need to have
strong mathematical and literacy skills to cope with the
demands of the course.

You must be willing to work hard both in and outside of
lessons and spend time reading around the subject from the
start of year 12.

You will need to spend time learning and understanding
complex processes and concepts and be able to apply your
knowledge to solve problems and interpret new information.

• Research Scientist
• Doctor, Nurse, Dentist,
  Mid-wife
• Pharmaceutical Sciences
• Veterinary Doctor or Nurse

Future Careers:

Quick Overview:

Fieldwork trip

Well respected, academic A-Level that
is highly desirable for university and
employers
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Harriet Jones
(Biology, Sociology, History)
‘Biology has opened my eyes and
helped me understand the complexity
of the world around me.’
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Qualifications possible: AS & A-level
Is this the right course for me?
From budding entrepreneurs who want to setup their own
business and make millions, to those who simply want to
contribute to the wider community, Business is a varied and
challenging subject which links directly to the world outside
the classroom. If you can weigh up evidence, make decisions
and backup your arguments Business studies may be for you.
The qualification for this course is gained through
examinations at the end of Year 12 and Year 13.

What will I learn?
• The art of management, leadership and decision making.
• Marketing, Finance, Operations and Human Resources –

Whether you are interested in advertising, accounting,
manufacturing or people, there is something here for
everyone.

• Strategy & Strategic positioning including how
businesses can build a competitive advantage and just
as importantly maintain it.

• How to implement and manage change. This is a hugely
relevant topic in today's fast paced world. How to
successfully bring about change is a vital skill in the
workplace.

Key skills for success
An ability to interpret and evaluate various types of
information and data is important throughout the business
course.  You will be willing to participate in discussion and
presentation of your ideas.  During the course you will work
in a group or as an individual to think through problems,
then make decisions and recommendations which are backed
up by evidence.  Time management is an essential skill to
ensure that effective personal study and revision is carried
out, retention and recall is required to meet the demands of
the AS and A Level examination.

Please note, doing Business Studies at GCSE is not a pre-
requisite for the course. However, a keen interest in current
affairs is essential.
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Develop key life skills for example
presentation delivery and problem solving

Take part in national share investment
competition

Various trips to visit and talk to
local businesses

Desirable A-level for university
and employers

• Business Owner
• Stock-broker
• Marketing Analyst
• Lawyer
• Accountant
• Recruitment Consultant

Future Careers:
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Qualifications Possible: BTEC
National Certificate, BTEC
National Extended Certificate

Is this the right course for me?
BTEC Business Studies gives students the opportunity to
explore the world of business in a more practical way. The
units you study focus to a large extent on building real life
skills, like budgeting, problem solving and critical thinking.
This course has two examinations and two units of
coursework.

What will I learn?
• Exploring how businesses are structured, their

organisation and objectives
• How to plan and build a marketing campaign for a

business.
• The ways in which medium and large businesses recruit

and select staff.
• Researching and completing work experience enabling

students to reflect on their strengths, weaknesses and
development areas.

• How to manage both personal and business finances

Key skills for success:
An ability to interpret and evaluate various types of
information and data is important throughout the business
course.

The skill to manage your time so that you are able to hit
deadlines independently will help you to develop high
quality assignment work.

You will carry out independent research to support your
assignment work, this will support your decisions and
recommendations which are then backed up by evidence.

Please note, doing Business Studies at GCSE is not a
pre-requisite for the course.

Quick Overview:

Develop key life skills for example
presentation delivery and problem solving

Take part in national share investment
competition

Various trips to visit and talk to
local businesses

Desirable A-level for university
and employers
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• Business Owner
• Stock-broker
• Marketing Analyst
• Lawyer
• Accountant
• Recruitment Consultant

Future Careers:



Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
Chemistry helps you to understand the world around you.
Chemistry is everywhere: in the food we eat, the air we
breathe and medicines we take.  It is also essential to
understanding the impact that humans have on our
planet and to deciding how to reduce our effect for the
survival of future generations. Chemistry is a practical
science, it builds your analytical and practical skills, and if
you have enjoyed Chemistry at GCSE, then this may be the
course for you!

What will I learn?
• Physical Chemistry: you will study atomic structure,

bonding, kinetics and thermodynamics, acids,
equilibria and homogeneous systems

• Inorganic Chemistry: you will learn about periodicity
 and reactions of ions. You’ll also look at groups 2 and
 7, period 3, and the transition metals in greater detail
• Organic Chemistry: you will discover a range of

organic molecules, including aromatics, alcohols, and
 amino acids. You’ll also develop an understanding of

isomerism, mechanisms, and analytical techniques
including mass spectrometry, IR spectroscopy and
NMR spectroscopy.

Key skills for success:
An ability to interpret and evaluate data and use models
to explain results is important throughout Chemistry. In
addition, thinking through problems and being able to
make links between concepts is essential.

You will need an analytical mind and will use your
mathematical abilities to solve problems.

You need to be a confident and able scientist who has
studied either chemistry or double science at GCSE.

A 
Le

ve
l C

he
m

ist
ry Quick Overview:

Develop key analytical skills including
presentation and evaluation of data

Develop practical skills and use of more
complex apparatus for working in
laboratories

Well respected and desirable A-level for
university and employers
(essential for those wishing to
study medicine)

• Analytical chemist
• Forensic scientist
• Pharmacologist
• Research scientist
• Chemical engineer

Future Careers:
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Qualifications Possible:
A-Level Computer Science

Is this the right course for me?
If you have a keen interest and aptitude for programming,
this course is relevant to the modern and changing world
of computing. It is a practical subject where you can apply
the academic principles learned in the classroom to real
world systems. At its heart, it allows you to develop
computational thinking, helping your develop skills to
solve problems, design systems and understand the
power and limits of human and machine intelligence.
There are two final exams each worth 40% of the grade
and a Programming project non exam based assessment
worth 20%.

What will I learn?
•     The characteristics of contemporary processors,
       input, output and storage devices
•     Software and software development.
•     Exchanging data
•     Data types, data structures and algorithms
•     Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues
•     Elements of computational thinking
•     Problem solving and programming
•     Algorithms to solve problems and
      standard algorithms

Key skills for success:
An ability to work independently, researching effectively
solutions for coding and keeping to set target deadlines
for project based work. Using computational thinking and
a broad range of programming techniques to complete
real-world tasks. Ideally you will have completed
Computer Science at GCSE or have a very strong interest
and programming experience (essential).A 
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Develop programming skills

Understand a range of key Computing
terminology and Theory

Work with programming code for real
world problems.

• Computer Programmer
• IT Infrastructure technician
• Emerging Digital
  Technology Practitioner
• Application Developer
• Data Analyst

Future Careers:
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Develop a client-focused approach to
problem solving

Develop a deep understanding of
materials and manufacturing processes

Develop a deep understanding of design
history, the development of products and
the challenges facing the wider design
world

Various trips to visit and talk to local
designers/architects.

Desirable A-level for university and
employers

• Engineering (Civil,
Mechanical, Electrical,
Aeronautical, Marine,
Bio Mechanical)

• Product Design
• Graphic Design
• Architecture

Future Careers:
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Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
This creative and thought-provoking qualification
gives students the practical skills, theoretical
knowledge and confidence to succeed in a number of
careers, especially those in the creative industries.  You
will investigate historical, social, cultural,
environmental and economic influences on design and
technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put your
learning in to practice.  You will gain a real
understanding of what it means to be a designer,
alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher
education and employers.

What will I learn?
• You will learn how to identify materials and
 processes used in the everyday products.
• You will learn how to become creative, iterative

designers that put the client and the design
 context at the heart of all the solutions you
 develop.
• You will learn about the history of design, how
 famous designers have shaped products and how
 products have developed over time through
 advancements of technologies.
• You will learn about the wider design world and
 the social, cultural, environmental and economic
 challenges designers face these days.

Key skills for success:
You will need to passionate about the design world
and work independently in designing and developing
solutions.

You will need to be proactive at completing further
reading around the theory topics which are delivered
in lesson time.

You will need to develop manufacturing skills to
construct with precision.
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Quick Overview:

Economic methodology and the
economic problem
Price determination in a competitive
market
Product, Costs and revenue
Competitive and concentrated markets
The market mechanism, market failure
and government intervention in markets
The measurement of macroeconomic
Performance
How the macroeconomy works
Economic Performance
Macroeconomic policy
Assessment: 100% examination

Future Careers:

Most student use the A Level
course as a stepping stone
towards higher education.
The areas of focus for careers
could include:
• Actuarial analyst
• Banking
• Chartered accountant
• Economist
• Financial advisor
• Financial risk analyst
• Investment analysts
• Lawyer/Solicitor
• Management consultancy
• Statistician
• Stockbroker
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Why should a government be involved in deciding the
best way to allocate resources? Can a country run out of
money? Why do footballers get paid more than doctors?
What conditions within a country make it more likely that
their citizens will be rich or poor, that businesses will
grow or shut-down or that investors will stay or flee? Are
diamonds as valuable as we are led to believe? Study
Economics if you want to be able to answer these types
of questions.

You will develop the knowledge and skills needed to
understand and analyse data, think critically about issues
and make informed decisions. You will also build upon
quantitative skills and appreciate that, when evaluating
arguments, both qualitative and quantitative evidence are
important. Strong mathematical skills are a pre-requisite
for this course.

What will I learn?
• How to think like an economist.
• How individuals act rationally in order to maximise

the benefit they will experience form consuming
goods and services.

• The manner in which an individual business behaves
in relation to others within the same market.

• The impact of government behaviour upon the firm.
• How global factors affect decision making by

governments and the individual firm
• The role of institutions such as The Bank of England
• How our behaviour is being ‘nudged’ by the actions

of government and business.

Key skills for success:
• A keen interest in current affairs – keeping up to date

with the news, the actions of business and the
government.

• Accurate use of mathematical formula to support
evaluation of your arguments

• An ability to think through problems and being able
to make decisions and recommendations which are
backed up by evidence is absolutely key.

• Appropriate and accurate use of economics theory,
and being able to structure your ideas and thoughts
coherently and logically.
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Qualifications Possible:  Pearson BTec National Extended Certificate

Is this the right course for me?

This course provides an attractive alternative to the traditional A Level for students who prefer to have more practical
element in engineering. The fundamental philosophy of this course is that, you actively experience the engineering
environment including electrical and electronics engineering.

Over the two years the course develops a very broad variety of engineering skills and knowledge, involving Engineering
Maths, Mechanical and Electrical Engineering principles, 2D & 3D Computer Aided Design (CAD), Product Design,
knowledge and applications of engineering materials and processes, as well as developing practical and team working
skills to create a batch of engineered products safely. You will learn how to transform problematic designs into successful
engineering products.

What will I learn?

This qualification is equivalent in size to 1 A Level, over the space of 2 Years (360 GLHs).
There is a total of 4 units – 3 Mandatory and 1 optional unit must be completed.

Year 1
Unit 1 Engineering Principles – Learners apply mathematical and physical science principles to solve electrical, electronic
and mechanical-based engineering problems.
Unit 2 Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely as a Team – Learners explore how processes are undertaken by teams to
create engineered products or to deliver engineering services safely.

Year 2
Unit 3 Engineering Product Design and Manufacture – Learners will explore engineering product design and
manufacturing processes and will complete activities that consider function, sustainability, materials, form and other
factors.
Unit 4 Computer Aided Design in Engineering – Learners develop two-dimensional (2D) detailed drawings and
three-dimensional (3D) models using a computer-aided design (CAD) system

Key skills for success:

As well as developing knowledge and skills in designing and making, maths and material properties, our engineers also
excel in:-

•  cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, approach non-routine problems applying expert and
 creative solutions, use systems and technology
•  intrapersonal skills: communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating and influencing, self-presentation
•  interpersonal skills: self-management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and development.
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Quick Overview:

A love and commitment to reading is a must

Study a range of fiction and non-fiction texts

Have an interest of how texts are shaped by
their context

Desirable A-level for university and
employers

Future Careers:

English graduates often pursue
careers in:
• Journalism
• Teaching
• Advertising
• Law
• Publishing…
  to name but a few!
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Is this the right course for me?
If you enjoy reading, but also love creative writing and
exploring non-fiction texts too, this is an alternative to the
Literature A Level. You’ll need to be a confident reader who
is happy to complete the pre-reading of texts (including a
novel, a Shakespeare play, poetry, as well as a non-fiction
Anthology comprising spoken and written texts).  We
encourage discussion and collaborative working, as well as
an interest in language and how writers and speakers use
language to communicate.

What will I learn?
● How to read and analyse literary and non-fiction texts and

how they use language to communicate ideas;
● An appreciation for more sophisticated language and

grammatical terminology;
● A ‘stylistic’ way of analysing texts;
● How to ‘recast’ an extract from a literary text into your

own piece of creative writing;
● How to analyse texts independently and produce a study

on a topic of choice;
● How to plan, structure and write responses to texts in a

sophisticated and academic way.

Key skills for success:
You need to be able to read and understand a range of
challenging texts independently. Having a thirst for wider
reading to broaden your understanding of your set texts, is
also essential.  A high level of written accuracy and being
able to structure your ideas and thoughts coherently and
logically are also desirable, but are skills that we help you to
hone on the course.



Quick Overview:

A love and commitment to reading is a
must

Study a range of powerful and engaging
texts

Have an interest of how texts are shaped
by their context

Desirable A-level for university and
employers

Future Careers:

English graduates often pursue
careers in:
• Journalism
• Teaching
• Advertising
• Law
• Publishing…
  to name but a few!

George Miller
(English Literature, Government &
Politics, History)
‘The support from the teachers is
outstanding, they really push me so I
can reach my potential.’

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
Love reading? Love talking about books, poems and plays?
Enjoy thinking about the contexts of texts and how they
influence writers and readers? English Literature is a course
that will offer you the chance to engage with a range of
texts, and consider how themes are presented across time.
We look at ‘Love Through the Ages’ and ‘World War 1
Fiction’.  English Literature complements other subjects
including History, Philosophy, Sociology and Psychology.

What will I learn?
• How to read and analyse literary texts in the context
 of historical, social, cultural and literary contexts;
• How to explore interpretations about a theme

across time;
• How to analyse literary texts independently and
 produce a study on a topic of choice;
• How to plan, structure and writer responses to
 literature in a sophisticated and academic way:
• How to debate perspectives and interpretations of

literary texts.

Key skills for success:
You need to be able to read and understand challenging
texts independently. Having a thirst for wider reading to
complement your set texts, is also essential. A high level of
written accuracy and being able to structure your ideas
and thoughts coherently and logically are also desirable,
but are skills that we help you to hone on the course.
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Future Careers:

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives
students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and
confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Especially
those in the creative industries.  You will investigate
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic
influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying
opportunities to put your learning in to practice by
producing textiles-based prototypes of your choice.  You
will gain a real understanding of what it means to be a
designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by
higher education and employers.

What will I learn?
• You will learn how to identify textile materials and

processes used in the everyday products.
• You will learn how to become creative, iterative

designers that put the client and the design context at
the heart of all the solutions you develop.

• You will learn about the history of design, how famous
 designers have shaped products and how products

have developed over time through advancements of
technologies.

• You will learn about the wider design world and the
social, cultural, environmental and economic
challenges designers face these days.

• You will develop your textiles manufacturing skills.

Key skills for success:
You will need to passionate about the design world.  You
will need to work independently in designing and
developing solutions.  You will need to show an interest in
the wider design world and be proactive at completing
further reading around the theory topics which are
delivered in lesson time.  You will need to develop
manufacturing skills to construct with precision.  You will
need to develop your designing skills to accurately present
your solutions.

Quick Overview:

Develop your iterative designing skills.

Develop a client-focused approach to
problem solving.

Develop a deep understanding of textiles
materials and manufacturing processes.

Develop a deep understanding of design
history, the development of products and
the challenges facing the wider design
world.

Various trips to visit and talk to local
designers.

Desirable A-level for university and
employers in textiles industries.

Designer: (fashion, uniform,
protective equipment, costume,
sportswear, footwear, technical
textiles)

Interior Designer

Technologist: (fibres, fabrics,
garments, dye, materials testing,
product development)

Textiles Manufacturer

Fashion Stylist

Fashion Advertising
Fashion Technician
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Quick Overview:

Film History

Critical Approaches to Film

Making Short Film

Assessment 70% examination,
30% coursework

Future Careers:

This course is an excellent
foundation for students
intending to study film or
media-related subjects at
university.

It would be perfect for a range
of career options including
teaching, journalism and
working in the film industry
itself.

30
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Is this the right course for me?
Students can move on to this A Level from many GCSE
subjects and don’t need any knowledge of film. If you have
an interest in learning more about cinema from across
time and from all around the world, plus the drive and
ability to work independently and organise your time well,
this is the course for you.

What will I learn?
The course enables candidates to develop their critical and
analytical appreciation of film. This specification also
encourages candidates to explore the institutional nature
of film from the point of production to the point of
consumption and to develop an understanding and
appreciation of the relationships between institution and
audience and the impact these relationships have on
audience reception, appreciation and consumption. We
encourage candidates to study and appreciate a broad
range of both English and non-English language film texts
and to examine the multitude of different issues facing
contemporary film across the globe. This subject can be
taken with Media Studies- the skills learned across subjects
complement each other well.

Key skills for success:
It’s a great choice for anyone looking to improve their skills
in essay writing, research and enquiry in a subject that’s
constantly pushing boundaries in the creative arts through
its use of technology, and has a huge influence on society.
You will be required to adhere to strict deadlines and do
plenty of independent research, as well as take part in
debates and group tasks in every lesson to discuss the
multiple interpretations available in any text.



Future Careers:

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
This course is aimed at those people interested in
languages and communication and for those who enjoy
learning about other cultures.  It is also aimed towards
those who may wish to continue their study of French for
purposes of leisure, for their career, or those who  may wish
to study it at university. The course will provide you with
the confidence, vocabulary, social, cultural and grammatical
knowledge to communicate meaningfully, both in written
and spoken form.  It will also equip you with the valued,
advanced language skills to cope in the competitive world
of work.

What will I learn?
• How to express detailed opinions about a range of

contemporary issues.
• Key factors and events that have influenced the French

speaking world.
• How to analyse both literature and film effectively
 through looking at techniques used, themes and the
 importance of the historical and social context in

which the piece is set.
• How to apply and manipulate grammatical structures
 at a higher level.

Key skills for success:
You must have studied French previously and have
achieved at least a grade 5.  You will be confident in the
grammatical structures covered at GCSE level and must be
able to spontaneously express ideas verbally when in a
classroom situation.  You must be prepared to access
French speaking news and websites in French on a weekly
basis in order to aid the process of language acquisition as
well as doing background reading in order to better
understand the areas of study.  Organisation is of the
utmost importance. As for the Year 13 exams you will be
expected to draw on information studied throughout the
full 2 years.

Quick Overview:

Develop your knowledge and
understanding of world affairs

Learn about a key literary work and
cinema work from across the
Francophone world

Develop confidence and effective
communication skills

Desirable A-level for university and
employers

• International accounts
• Journalism (all fields)
• Logistics
• Translation and interpreting
• Teacher
• Immigration Officer
• Metropolitan Police
• Government Agencies
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Quick Overview:

Independent Investigation - student choice
for the area of study

Residential fieldwork to Swanage and
London

You will develop the ability to work as
part of a team

Desirable A-level for university and
employers

Future Careers:
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Is this the right course for me?
This course is for students who show a real interest in the
world around them. The course covers engaging
contemporary issues such as tectonic hazards, globalisation
and water security. Geography is an interesting and
challenging subject with a range of both human and
physical topics.  There are opportunities for fieldwork
throughout the course and you will use a range of both
literacy and numeracy skills.

What will I learn?
• Tectonic Processes and Hazards
• Coastal Landscapes and Change
• The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
• The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
• Globalisation
• Regenerating Places
• Superpowers
• Health, Human Rights and Intervention

Key skills for success:
An interest in current affairs will help greatly with this
course, as will strong analytical and problem solving skills.
Students will need the ability to be able to interpret and
present a variety of data. Self-motivation and
organisational skills will aid with success. Students must
have studied Geography at GCSE level to take this course.

• There are some careers that use
  specific geographical skills (e.g. GIS)
  and/or geographical knowledge
  (e.g. coastal management, urban
  planning, renewable energy). A Level
  geography is ideal for students who
  want to work in these areas.
• There are some careers that use a
  range of employable skills (e.g. team
  working, data analysis,
  communication, self-motivation) that
  are developed by studying geography.
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Develop key life skills for working with a
range of diverse service users in health,
social and early years

Participate in a local work placement

Desirable vocational level 3 course for
university and employers

Future Careers:
• Nursing
• Midwifery
• Healthcare Assistants
• Social Workers
• Occupational Therapists

Qualifications Possible: BTEC
National  Extended Certificate

Is this the right course for me?
There is always a demand for qualified staff in the health
and social care sector and the diverse nature of this course
will prepare you for a career in this field.  The course will
develop skills that will enable you to make an effective
contribution to the health and care sector including skills
of research, evaluation and problem solving in a work
related context.  By the end of this course, you will have a
wide range of employability skills.

What will I learn?
• Topics relevant to the health, social care and early

years sector such as human life span development.
• You will understand what it is like to work in the

health, social care and early years sector and have the
opportunity to carry out important responsibilities at
a local work experience placement.

• The principles and practicalities that underpin
meeting individuals’ care and support needs and the

 challenges that must be overcome to allow access to
good quality care and health services.

• The signs and symptoms of physiological disorders
and how they are investigated and diagnosed. You

 will also learn about the different types of treatment
and support available for individual service users,
including surgery, rehabilitation and complementary
therapies.

Key skills for success:
Students will have the opportunity to develop their skills
through case studies, work placements, investigation and
group work. In addition, students will take increased
responsibility for their own learning. The demands within
the sector mean that learners need to have strong time
management skills and be able to communicate the
knowledge and skills they have developed in varied
situations.  Please note, doing Health & Social Care at
GCSE is not a pre-requisite for the course.
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Quick Overview:

Develop key life skills for example analysis,
evaluation and debate

Develop a fascination with the past and an
understanding of how it relates to the
world around us

Desirable A-level for Russell Group
universities and employers

Future Careers:
• Lawyer
• Politics and the Civil Service
• Journalist
• TV Researcher
• Teacher
• Accountancy
• Banking
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Is this the right course for me?
Apart from being interesting, studying History is also very
useful. If you have a qualification in History, people know
that you have taken on certain key skills which can be
applied to a wide variety of situations. Studying History will
help you develop practical skills that are valuable in a range
of jobs. You will develop an appreciation for the impact of
the interaction, motives and emotions of people and learn
about countries and societies to understand how current
conflicts have roots in the past.

What will I learn?
• You will learn both British and World History covering

modern and early modern periods. This will include
Russia 1890-1941, Stuart England and the Civil War,
The Middle East 1908-2011.

• You will discover how turbulent these periods were as
 all of these countries experimented with new religious

and political ideas and were effected by radical change.
• There is also a 20% non-examined unit where you will
 get to pursue any historical interest of your choice.

Key skills for success:
An ability to analyse and evaluate a range of historical
sources and interpretations and to use historical
terminology to challenge and support a number of
historical perspectives. The ability to debate and discuss
historical issues is essential and an understanding of how
events in history impact the lives that we live. The
development of good questioning techniques and research
methodology is essential.

Hetty Osborne
(History, Government & Politics,
English Literature, Philosophy)
‘The teachers really bring the subject
to life.’
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Quick Overview:

Develop employment related skills

Understand client focused application
development

Work with programming code and develop
professional websites

• Application Developer
• Data Analyst
• Web Designer
• Information Architect
• App Developer

Future Careers:

Qualifications Possible: OCR
Technical Extended Certificate

Is this the right course for me?
If you have an interest in computers and their applications,
this course gives you the opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of IT fundamentals such as hardware,
software and networking. It also helps you develop project
management skills, providing IT solutions for real world
tasks such as application and website design. It gives you
the chance to understand and develop professionalism
ready for the workplace with practice interviews and
developing products to a set client brief. If you are
technically minded with an eye for detail and flair for
design, it could be right for you.

What will I learn?
• Fundamentals of IT – This covers Hardware, Software,

Business Systems, Employability skills, Ethical Issues
and threats to computer systems. A broad base of
key knowledge for a range of IT applications.

• Global information – How data is held and
transmitted, understanding styles and classification of
global information, the legal framework and the
process flow of information as well as security
principals. Decoding the world wide web.

• Product development & Application Design –
Creating apps for a set client brief, developing
business skills to work independently and
professionally.

• Web Design and Prototyping – Creating websites
from scratch using raw HTML code.

Key skills for success:
An ability to work resourcefully, researching effectively
whilst setting and keeping to set target deadlines for
project based work. In addition thinking creatively and
broadly using the base of knowledge from the first two
units. Please note, doing IT at GCSE is not a requirement
for the course.

A
pp

lie
d 

IC
T

35



36



Quick Overview:

Mathematics is one of the best subjects to
develop your analytical, research and
problem solving skills. It is a firm
foundation for scientific, technical,
engineering and mathematical careers and
useful for many others. Mathematics is a
useful subject that will support the study
of many other subjects

Any Mathematics qualification is looked on
favourably by employers

Future Careers:

• Accountant
• Engineering
• Doctor
• Game Developer
• Teacher

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
You will need five GCSEs 9-4 grades including English at
grade 9-5 and higher tier Maths at grade 7.  To study
Further Maths, you will also need to achieve a grade 6+ in
GCSE Further Maths. Students will be expected to complete
bridging work in the summer after GCSE and pass an
introductory test which is taken during New Sixth Week.
Students will need to enjoy the subject and have a fairly
logical and analytical mind in order to succeed.  The subject
is hard work and will require a great degree of self-
determination.  Students will also be required to attend
tutorial sessions on a Tuesday/Wednesday after school as
and when required.

Further Mathematics is a course for those who are
particularly good at mathematics and want to study a maths
related course at university or work in particular areas like
physics or engineering. There is an entry test for Further
Maths, and it can only be studied as a fourth A level (one of
which should be Maths).

What will I learn?
• Pure mathematics includes calculus, geometry and
 trigonometry. Further Pure mathematics includes
 complex numbers, matrices and hyperbolic functions.
• Mechanics is the study of motion and applies some of
 the mathematics studied in the pure section of the
 course.
• Statistics looks at the application of techniques for the
 analysis of data, probability, understanding statistical

distributions and hypothesis testing.
• Decision mathematics (studied in further mathematics)
 includes algorithms, critical path analysis and linear

programming.
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Quick Overview:

Component 1: Media Products, Industries
and Audiences

Component 2: Media Forms and Products
in Depth

Component 3: Cross-Media Production
Assessment – 70% examination,
30% coursework

Future Careers:
This course is an excellent foundation for
students intending to study any aspect of
the media at university.

It would be perfect for a range of career
options including teaching, journalism and
publishing.

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
This course develops understanding of the ways in which
the media works. It is a broad and interesting subject that
encourages investigation of many aspects of the world
today. If you want to know more about the digital world all
around you and, more importantly, how you are being
influenced and profited from by the institutions you use
most, this is for you.

What will I learn?
Media includes the study of TV programmes, films,
advertising, popular music and newspapers and of new
technologies such as the internet. Students will study the
ways in which the media industry works and how audiences
receive and use the media products. It is a subject that will
develop students’ critical, creative and analytical skills. This
subject can be taken with Film Studies- the skills learned
across subjects complement each other well.

Key skills for success:
You need to be able to read and understand challenging
texts independently. Having a thirst for wider reading to
complement your set texts, is also essential.  A high level of
written accuracy and being able to structure your ideas and
thoughts coherently and logically are also desirable, but are
skills that we help you to hone on the course.
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Quick Overview

Develop and enhance your existing
performance skills

Take part in various workshops and
masterclasses across the year
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Future Careers:
This course can lead to Higher Education
courses in Performing Arts and related
disciplines.

Apart from the obvious career in
Performing Arts, this subject will benefit
you in terms of confidence, social skills,
self-awareness and organisation,
regardless of career choice.

39

Qualifications possible: BTEC
National Extended Certificate

Is this course right for me
Performing Arts provides you with an opportunity to study
how the Performing Arts industry works and will enable you
to develop the core skills of Drama, Dance and Music. If
you have studied Performing Arts at Level 2 or GCSE
Drama, or just have a passion for performing, then
Performing Arts is for you.

What will I learn?
Performing Arts is taught through the constant exploration
of key skills, such as improvising and the devising process.
It is incredibly creative and empowers you to express
yourself in a safe, supportive environment. The content or
context of the learning is based on a variety of stimuli, such
as a piece of music, a piece of visual art, or a line from a
poem or a song- in fact there are limitless possibilities!

• Investigating Practitioners’ Work - This is an external
written exam in which you analyse the work of two
practitioners.

• Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance
This is a coursework unit where you will study the

 skills required in order to deliver a successful
 performance culminating in a performance of a

scripted piece as part of a group as well as keeping an
ongoing portfolio documenting the

 rehearsal/performance process.
• Group Performance Workshop - You will be asked to

respond to a given stimulus as part of a group in a
single discipline or a combination of elements of
dance, acting and musical theatre. You will use
discussion, research and improvisation to shape
performance material.

• Improvisation - This unit will introduce students to the
basic differences of a range of styles of theatre and the
approaches of theatre practitioners. Students will take
part in workshops that explore improvisation.

Key skills for success:
You will need a mature work ethic which will match the
world of work and be ready to devise, perform and evaluate
as well as conduct your own research and analysis of
practitioners. Our ultimate goal is that you produce work of
the highest quality and develop as ‘reflective’ practitioners.



Quick Overview:

Develops critical thinking skills

Residential Buddhism trip

Daytrips to Philosophy and Ethics courses

Highly valued by universities
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Future Careers:
The subject supports a wide range of
careers and university courses including:
• Law
• Politics
• Medicine
• Psychology
• English
• Science
• Theology
• Religious Studies
• Philosophy
• Sociology
• History
• Education
• Personnel
• Careers Service

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
If you like thinking about the ‘big issues’ in life, and are
prepared to consider why people might have differing
views then this is the subject for you. You will need to
consider different views, look at the evidence to support
them, and be prepared to justify your own views both
verbally and in writing.

What will I learn:
• Philosophy – Religious Language - Can we Say
 Anything Meaningful, The Nature and Validity of
 Religious Experiences Including Miracles, God’s
 Attributes and Means of Communication with the

World, The Nature of Life After Death Including ‘Body’
and ‘Soul’ Distinctions, The Problem of Evil and

 suffering.
• Ethics – Ethical theories such as Utilitarianism, Situation

Ethics and Natural Moral Law,, Application of ethical
 theories to issues of importance such as war and
 sexual ethics, Ethical language, Medical Ethics
• Buddhism  - Buddhist teachings about the nature and
 end of suffering, Buddhist practices including
 meditation, Social and historical developments
 including Buddhism in the West, Religion in Society
 including interfaith dialogue and attitudes to gender in
 Buddhism.

Key skills for success:
An ability to analyse and evaluate the views of different
scholars is important throughout the course. Reading
outside of lessons to support this is crucial to success.

You will need to show you can consider different points of
view, and justify conclusions, referring to specific evidence
from different scholars.

Please note, doing RS/Philosophy at GCSE is not a pre-
requisite for the course.
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Photographer

Architectural Photographer

Fashion Photographer

Make-Up Artist and Film Photographer

Qualifications Possible: AS & A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
All budding photographers who wish to develop and improve
their image taking skills enhancing element such as image
construction, editing and presenting. If a student intends to
undertake a creative career then they should consider the
benefits of taking A Level Photography. It is a varied and
challenging subject and there are many related areas of specialist
knowledge that a photographer can diversify into after they have
completed the course. An A level in Photographer is the access
point for a foundation course in the arts at college or university
but is also of benefit if a student wishes to pursue a career in any
creative based job. If you have a natural creative and
photographic and artistic flair, or wish to use creativity to
enhance your academic subjects, then taking Photography as an
option for you.

What will I learn:
•     The dynamics of photography, picture taking, creating
 folders of work, presenting through PowerPoint, using
 creativity and  design through the use of Photoshop to
 present photographic research.
• Approaching the process of Photography from different
 photographic and artistic viewpoints such as Portrait
 Photography, Landscape and Abstract project work.
• Creating a portfolio of research in Year 12 this will lead to
 more in-depth and a personal research project in Year 13
 from September to December. This includes a one thousand
 word supporting essay that reflects the student’s area of
 interest.
• Plus an end of course exam from February to May in Year 13.
• How to create and present a portfolio for applying to a one-
 year foundation course or direct entry university courses.

Key skills for success:
A high level of photographic and presentation skill is a basic
requirement for the course, as is the ability to interpret and
evaluate various types of photography through Internet research
presented as a series of PowerPoint slides. The Personal study is
a key element at the start of year 13 and forms the main focus in
year 13, along with a one-thousand-word essay to support this
developmental year focusing on an area of Photography that
reflects the students personal project. Students are required to
be able to develop ideas that are inspired by personal thinking
and photographic problem solving, as well as being able to
undertake independent research tasks.
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Quick Overview:

Develop an understanding of key
physiological, psychological and
sociological concepts in sport

Develop understanding and skills required
in many sporting careers

Perform competitively in one sporting
activity

Observe, analyse and evaluate own
performance

Desirable A-level for university and
employers
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Future Careers:
• Coaching
• Teaching
• Sports management/
  rehabilitation

Qualifications possible: OCR Technical
Certificate, Extended Certificate, Diploma

Is this the right course for me?
If you love playing sport competitively and want to learn
more about how the body and mind function in different
sporting situations, as well as current issues in the sporting
world then this is the course for you.

What will I learn?
Over the course you will develop your knowledge and
understanding of the following topics;

• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Skill acquisition
• Sport and society
• Exercise physiology and Biomechanical movement
• Sport Psychology
• Sport and Society and technology in sport

You will also demonstrate your ability to perform
competitively in one chosen activity and analyse and
evaluate your understanding of your own practical
performance.

Key skills for success
The ability to understand knowledge, apply it to a range of
different sporting situations and analyse key concepts is
important for the A-Level PE course. In addition to this, you
will be required to participate competitively in one sporting
activity, and be able to critically analyse and evaluate your
own performance.
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Quick Overview:

Develop key life skills for example
presentation delivery and teamwork.

Study a range of different aspects of the
sporting industry

Various trips to local Universities, leisure
centres and businesses.
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Future Careers:

• Coaching
• Sports Leadership
• Sports Development
• Personal Training
• Leisure Industry

Qualifications possible:
OCR Technical Certificate (AS Level),
Extended Certificate (1 A Level),
Diploma (2 A Levels) Extended
Diploma (3 A Levels)

Is this the right course for me?
This course will offer you a greater insight into the sporting
industry. This course offers more than just playing sport
and explores the industry as a whole looking at: leadership,
coaching, performance analysis and how to organise your
own sporting events!

What will I learn?
The course covers a range of diverse sporting units
including: organising your own sporting events, coaching
and activity leadership and the effects of physical activity.
The subject will run over the following number of units:
Certificate (AS Level)- 2 Units, Extended Certificate (1 A
Level)- 5 Units, Diploma (2 A Levels)- 11 Units, Extended
Diploma (3 A Levels)- 17 Units

•     The ability to critically evaluate and analyse in order to
 provide strengths and recommendations for
       improvement
•     A wide variety of key employability skills including:
 teamwork, communication, organisation, the ability to
       present to people and fundamental skills required at
 interview.
•     To apply your practical skills and knowledge in
 preparation for further study or the workplace.

Key skills for success
The ability to work both independently and as a group in
order to deliver and produce information using different
methods. The course also includes meaningful employment
involvement in order to assist you in your future plans for a
career in sport. An example of this would be visiting Bath
University’s sports science labs or opportunities with
Southampton Football Club’s physiotherapists. GCSE PE
and Cambridge National are not required in order to do
this course, however they would be desirable.
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Quick Overview:

Builds on and links to concepts from the
GCSE

A challenging, but rewarding course

Practical based subject with large
mathematical element

Well respected, academic A-Level that is
highly desirable for university and
employers
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Future Careers:
Students can go on to carry out scientific
research or apply their knowledge in a
variety of engineering jobs.  There are a
number of medical based opportunities
particularly in imaging and treatment, for
example radiography.  Students who
study Physics to A Level or further are
valued for their problem solving and
mathematical skills, these skills are hugely
desirable to a large number of
employers, and students often go on to
work in financial institutions.

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
Physics is the study of how objects interact and driven by a
need to understand these interactions. You should be have
an interest in understanding how things work, from the
smallest subatomic particles to the largest stars and
galaxies. Physics is a challenging course, with significant
mathematical elements, that builds and expands on your
understanding from GCSE.

What will I learn?
In the first year of the course, you will review and extend
upon ideas from GCSE, including electricity, waves, forces
and motion, as well as being briefly introduced to the
counterintuitive concepts of wave-particle duality. The
second year of the course takes a look at central concepts
in Physics, including the forces and interactions of
subatomic, particles, interactions through gravity and
electromagnetism as well as studying the history of the
universe and it’s evolution.

Key skills for success:
You need to be resilient; Physics at A Level significantly
increases the challenge from GCSE. It’s important that you
have enjoyed studying Physics at GCSE as many of the
concepts studied are built on GCSE topics. You should
enjoy mathematical problems and have the ability to solve
them.  You need to have a strong work ethic and be willing
to work hard both inside and outside of lessons, as well as
taking time to read around the subject.
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Future Careers:
• International accounts
• Law
• Politics
• Teaching
• Journalism
• Civil Service
• Researcher
• Public Relations

Quick Overview:

Develop key life skills for example
analysis, research, current affairs, viewing
the world through many perspectives

Develop an excellent understanding of
the world around you and how
government works

Desirable A-level for university and
employers

Qualifications Possible: A-Level

Is this the right course for me?
Politics dominates our lives. From decisions about whether to
go to war to decisions about university fees, politicians make
choices that impact us as individuals and as a society. This
course enables students to understand how and why these
decisions are made and what role different people and
institutions play in that process
.
What will I learn?
• UK Politics: Investigate how people and politics interact
 and explore the development of the UK’s democratic

system. Topics include types of democracy, elections,
 political parties, voting behaviour and the role of the
 media in contemporary politics.
• UK Government: Looks at how the UK is governed by
 different groups and institutions. Topics include the
 Constitution, the Prime Minister, the role of Parliament
 and the relationship between these branches of
 government.
• Comparative Government: Considers how democratic
 the US system of government is, whilst comparing and
 contrasting politics and institutions in the US with those
 in the UK. Topics include Democracy and Participation in
 the US, the Constitution, Congress, the Presidency, US
 Supreme Court and civil rights.
• Political Ideas: Explore four political ideas of liberalism,
 conservatism, socialism and feminism and how these key
 ideas and principles apply in practice to human nature,
 the state, society and the economy.

Key skills for success:
An ability to identify strengths and weaknesses in political
perspectives and use key political concepts and terminology to
explain these strengths and weaknesses. You must be able to
analyse political ideas and institutions and have a strong
understanding of the part that these ideas and institutions play
in contemporary political discourse. An ability to evaluate and
form your own judgements based on a balanced and well
considered viewpoint. A genuine interest in current affairs is
essential.
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Is this the right course for me?
Psychology is the study of the human mind and
behaviour.  It is concerned with investigating why we do
what we do and looking at what shapes us. This is a very
challenging subject to undertake as it requires you to be
highly literate, numerate and able to think scientifically
about complex issues. Psychology is interesting but
requires a lot of hard work. This A level will suit highly
motivated students who are also able to work
independently.

What will I learn?
Social influence, Memory, Attachment  and
Psychopathology. Students will cover issues such as
conformity and obedience within the social influence
topic.  They will gain an understanding of how other
people can influence their behaviour. Students will gain a
good understanding of what memory is, and how it can
be manipulated.  They will also study the attachment that
children form with their primary caregivers and within
the topic of Psychopathology  gain an understanding of
what psychologists consider ‘abnormal behaviour’.

Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, Research
Methods students will become familiar with the main
approaches in Psychology and how each one explains
behaviour. They will study Biopsychology which focuses
on biological structures and includes how the body
reacts to stress. Students will study research methods
and gain a good understanding of how psychological
research is conducted.

Students will study three further topics in Psychology in
the final year.  They will learn research (which includes
theories and studies) into key areas such as Aggression,
Relationships and Schizophrenia.
They will also explore the issues and debates that feature
within all topics and consider a range of psychological
perspectives. They will also develop their knowledge and
understanding of psychological investigations,  statistics,
data analysis and application of psychological studies are
key elements of this section.

Key skills for success:
A high level of written accuracy is desirable as you
will be required to analyse a range of studies and
have the ability to evaluate them in an essay based
format. This skill will be developed throughout the
course.
You must be willing to work hard both in and outside
of lessons from the very beginning of year 12.
Motivation, enthusiasm and the ability to work
independently is vital for success.
A solid understanding of GCSE Maths and Science
are also essential requirements to take this course.

Future Careers:

• Social Work
• Healthcare
• Advertising
• Occupational Psychologists
• Forensic/Clinical Psychologists
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Covers key scientific knowledge and
practical skills

Develop communication skills including
presenting research and data

Coursework and Exam based units

Future Careers:
• Forensic science
• Sports science
• Nursing
• Analytical chemist
• Biomedical research scientist
• Scientific laboratory
  technician
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Applied Science: Level 3
Cambridge Technical Extended
Certificate

This course is an exciting opportunity for those who are
interested in all three sciences (Biology, Chemistry and
Physics), and wish to progress to higher education or
employment in the applied science sector. The aim of the
course is to prepare students with specific knowledge,
practical skills and understanding to use science in
vocational contexts. The course consists of both
coursework and examined units, and is graded from Pass
to Distinction* standard, equivalent to A-Level UCAS
points.

What will I learn?
•  Practical skills, using a range of equipment and

analytical methods
•  Scientific principles involved in the application of
 Biology, Chemistry and Physics
•  Develop skills of project-based research, development
 and presentation
•  Mathematical and ICT skills

Key skills for success:
Students will need to apply their scientific knowledge to
practical applications and contexts. You should be
interested in all three sciences and motivated to complete
independent research for the project coursework. Students
must demonstrate competency in planning and
conducting laboratory based work.

The level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in
Applied Science is supported by a range of employers
(NHS, Wellcome Trust, Williams F1 Team, BAE Systems,
Siemens), Higher education institutes (Reading University,
University of the West of England, University of South
Wales, Brighton University) and other organisations (Royal
Society for Chemistry, Sanger Institutes)



Quick Overview:

A chance to look at and debate the world
around you

Develop key skills like analysis, and
evaluation

Units which draw upon not only theory
but your own experiences

Desirable A-level for university and
employers
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Is this the right course for me?
Sociology is the study of how society is organised and how
we experience life. If you have an interest in the world
around you, and strong opinions, then Sociology could be
the course for you. The course encourages critical thinking
and draws on your own experiences for example within
education to evaluate sociological studies and theories.

What will I learn?
�� Families & Households: In this unit you will learn about

the varying structure of the family unit through time and
the impact this has had as well as the changing nature or
childhood.

�� Education with Theory and methods: Here we explore the
relationship between class, gender, ethnicity and
educational attainment as well as the evolution of the
education system in the UK

�� Crime & Deviance with Theory and methods: In this unit
we consider the social construction of crime and
deviance and the ways in which crime is socially
distributed, explained and reduced.

�� Beliefs: In this unit you will learn about the impact of
belief systems within society and how they have evolved.
You will look at the relationship between different social
groups and religious/spiritual organisations and
movements. You will also look at the significance of
religion in the contemporary world and the extent of
secularisation.

Key skills for success:
An interest in the world around you and a willingness to view
issues from the perspective of others is key. Having an ability
to evaluate a variety of perspectives and to come to a
reasoned conclusion which you can justify is also key to
success. Student do not need to have studied Sociology
before, but where they have previously studied it we ask for a
grade 5.

• Advice worker
• Social worker
• Social researcher
• Youth worker
• Further education teacher

Future Careers:
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Quick Overview:

Develop your knowledge and
understanding of world affairs

Learn about a key literary work and
cinema work from across the Hispanic
world

Develop confidence and effective
communication skills

Desirable A-level for university and
employers
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Is this the right course for me?
This course is aimed at those people interested in
languages and communication and for those who enjoy
learning about other cultures.  It is also aimed towards
those who may wish to continue their study of Spanish for
purposes of leisure, for their career, or those who may wish
to study it at university. The course will provide you with
the confidence, vocabulary, social, cultural and grammatical
knowledge to communicate meaningfully, both in written
and spoken form.  It will also equip you with the valued,
advanced language skills to cope in the competitive world
of work.

What will I learn?
• How to express detailed opinions about a range of
 contemporary issues.
• Key factors and events that have influenced the
 Spanish speaking world.
• How to analyse both literature and film effectively
 through looking at techniques used and themes as well
 as the importance of the historical and social context in
 which the piece is set.
• How to apply and manipulate grammatical structures
 at a higher level.

Key skills for success:
You must have studied Spanish previously and have
achieved at least a grade 5.  You will be confident in the
grammatical structures covered at GCSE level and must be
able to spontaneously express ideas verbally when in a
classroom situation.  You must be prepared to access
Spanish speaking news and websites in Spanish on a
weekly basis in order to aid the process of language
acquisition as well as doing background reading in order to
better understand the areas of study.  Organisation is of the
utmost importance as for the year 13 exams you will be
expected to draw on information studied throughout the
full 2 years.

51



Future Careers:

• Barrister
• Marketing
• Sales
• Event planner

Quick Overview:

Develop key life skills for example
presentation delivery and problem solving

Experience live Theatre

Live performances of both devised and
scripted work

Desirable A-level for university and
employers
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Is this the right course for me?
Theatre Studies is for anyone with an interest in honing
their communication skills. You need to be confident or
wish to improve your confidence.

Much of what we will do will be group based, exploring
texts, devising work on your feet. However, you will need to
be able to write about your discoveries and insights  70% of
this course!

What will I learn?
• The works of 2 practitioners & 2 set texts
• Study of the contribution of designers to theatre.
• How to devise in a specific style/genre
• How to interpret text for performance
• How to improve your presentation skills
• How to work in groups, creatively, problem solve and
 work towards creative aims.

Key skills for success:
An ability to assert your creative ideas in a group.
Remember when interpreting there is no single right
answer! So argue your case, justify and then you are as
right as the greatest directors of all time. Be a reflective
practitioner, try to refine your work, seek to improve and
tweak all the time



Quick Overview:

This is a one year course

Students will take English/Maths GCSE
qualifications

Students will also study one Level 3
Applied subject for one year

Preparation for college or level 3 courses

Work experience

Fo
un

da
tio

n 
Pa

th
w

ay Qualifications possible: GCSE English
and/or GCSE Maths,
BTEC Certificate/OCR
Technical Certificate

Is this the right course for me?
The Foundation one year pathway at Kingdown offers
students the opportunity to pass their English and Maths
GCSE whilst also studying one of our Level 3 vocational
courses for the year. Students will also work closely with
our career advisor to secure relevant work experience. Work
placements are a key part of this pathway, providing
students with real word experience. On completion of the
year, learners have the opportunity to progress to the Level
3 courses at Kingdown, or to move onto study at College or
take up an apprenticeship.

What Level 3 Applied Courses can I study?
We offer a wide range of Applied courses enabling students
to pick a subject which aligns with their potential future
career path.

• Applied Business Studies
• Applied Health and Social Care
• Applied ICT
• Applied Performing Arts
• Applied Science
• Applied Sport
• Applied Media Studies

Key skills for success
This pathway has been developed to ensure that our
students are provided with the opportunity to gain their
English and maths qualifications, whilst also pursuing  a
route onto Level 3 study. The course will help you build
confidence and prepare you for your next steps in
education or the workplace
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Strive Programme
Students who achieve highly in their GCSEs are additionally invited to join the Strive Programme. This highly selective
programme is designed for students who we recognise have the capacity to achieve A/A* grades at A Level. It is
structured to best prepare students for entry to some of the UK’s top universities and apprenticeships during their time
in Sixth Form.  We hope that with this support, students will have the qualifications, confidence and skill to apply for
institutions including Oxford and Cambridge. This is bespoke programme is designed to:

• Support students academically to achieve A Levels which match or excel their potential and GCSE performance.
• Make them aware of opportunities available to them (known as super-curricular)
• Harness skills needed for application to top universities and apprenticeships
• Support their wellbeing

Additional to the options offered widely to the sixth form, this programme includes:

Tutor         • A Tutor who specifically supports Strive students
• Tutor sessions dedicated to the intentions above.

Curriculum        The opportunity to apply for:

• Extended Project Qualification
• University summer schools including Oxbridge’s UNIQ programme

Super-curricular      Opportunities including:

`      • Model United Nations
• The Orational Thinking Society
• Tutoring of younger students
• Thrive Peer Mentoring
• Duke of Edinburgh Gold

University visits       • University of Cardiff University Fair
• University of Oxford Open Day

Wellbeing       • Invitation to the .b Mindfulness course
• Termly 1-2-1s with Professional Tutor

Students who are predicted to achieve highly in GCSE are spoken to in Year 11 and made aware of this programme.
Further information can be gathered by speaking to Miss Spicer.
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Students wishing to boast their skill-set can also opt to take the EPQ, which is an additional qualification alongside their
subjects. The Extended Project Qualification involves students:

• Conducting their own independent research on a topic of their choice
• Forming an essay question from this research and writing a 5000 word dissertation
• Presenting their project to an audience
• Being taught the skills necessary to conduct the project successfully

This project hugely benefits our students as it allows them to develop their research skills, including their ability to:
analyse sources, conduct primary research, reference, write analytically, debate, present etc. Universities and employees
therefore hugely regard the EPQ as it an “indicator of success”(University of Birmingham, 2020). For this reason, many
students who take the EPQ are offered lower entry requirements to do their chosen course at university.
Previous EPQ projects include:

• How Effective Are Marine Protected Area Policies at Conserving Threatened Marine Ecosystems?
• ‘Is the concept of mitochondrial metabolism more relevant than nuclear mutation in regards to cancer

development?’
• An exploration of the legal and ethical ramifications of bringing organised violent extremists to justice.
• To what extent does Thomas Hardy demonstrate feminist ideals through the female protagonists in 'Return of

the Native' and 'Tess of the D’Urbervilles'?
• ‘How important were the women’s suffrage movements throughout Britain in the decision to grant some

women the vote in 1918?’

Students will apply for this course in October of Year 12. It is limited in places – therefore students will be asked to
apply by writing 500 words on a topic of their choice.



Entry Criteria

The entry criteria for our courses will vary based upon the specific demands of the A level. Below is
an overview of each subjects requirements.

Note:
*To study Business Studies, Applied Business, Geography, Health & Social Care, History, ICT,
Performing Arts, Philosophy, Product Design or Sport you do not need to have studied the subject at
GCSE level. Each applicant will be judged on their individual merits. See the relevant Curriculum
Leader for further details.

Foundation Pathway:
No formal qualifications required. Students will need to have a good standard of literacy and
numeracy and be able to demonstrate their suitability for 6th Form study at interview.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in touch at:
wal@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
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Art and Design 4 4 3 5 or above in Art
Biology 5 5 3 6 or above in Biology  and one other Science or 6/6 or

above in Double Science
Business Studies 5 5 3 5 or above in Business Studies (if studied)*
Applied Business Studies 4 4 3
Chemistry 5 5 3 6 or above in Chemistry and one other Science or 6/6 or

above in Double Science
Computer Science 5 5 3 5 or above in computing
Design: Product Design 4 5 3 5 or above in Design Technology (if studied)*
Economics 5 6 3
Applied Engineering 4 4 3 5 in Design or L2M in Engineering  (if studied)*
English Literature 6 4 3 6 or above in either English Language or English Literature
English Language & Literature 6 4 3 6 or above in either English Language or English Literature
Fashion & Textiles 4 5 5 or above in Textiles (if studied)*
Film Studies 5 4 3
French 5 4 3 6 or above in French
Geography 5 5 3 6 or above in Geography
Government & Politics 5 4 3
Health & Social Care 4 4 3
History 5 4 3 6 or above in History
ICT 4 4 3
Maths 5 7 3 Students who get a 6 in their Maths GCSE will be

considered on an individual basis
Maths (Further) 5 7 3 6 in Further Maths GCSE. Students taking Further maths

should have a strong intent on studying maths beyond A
level (e.g. Physics, Engineering).

Media Studies 4 4 3
Performing Arts 4 4
Philosophy 5 4 3 5 or above in Philosophy (if studied)*
PE 5 4 3 5 or above in GCSE PE
Photography 4 4 3 5 in Photography if studied
Physics 5 7 3 6 or above in Physics and one other Science or 6/6 or

above in Double Science. If you are not also studying
maths A level, you must have a 7 in GCSE maths.

Psychology 5 5 3 5 or above in Science
Science - Applied 5 5 3 At least one 5 in Science
Sociology 5 4 3 5 or above in Sociology (if Studied)*
Spanish 5 4 3 6 or above in Spanish
Sport (Single / Double Award) Applied 4 4
Theatre Studies 5 4 3
Foundation Pathway No formal qualifications required. Students will need to have a good standard of literacy and

numeracy and be able to demonstrate their suitability for 6th Form study at interview.
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The application process to Kingdown Sixth Form is very simple. Please follow the steps below:

1. Use the QR code below which will open a Microsoft Form

2. Fill in the form with the details requested and submit by December 16th 2022

3. You will need to choose 5 subjects in order of preference. Please choose a subject only
once on the form. If you do not currently attend Kingdown School, please also email a
copy of your most recent school report to Mrs Leckie on wal@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk

4. You will be informed of your confirmed three subjects during Term 3

5. You will be required to attend the Sixth Form induction days in June 2023

Application Process

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in touch at:
wal@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
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