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"The Poet 

X" 

 

By 

Elizabeth 

Acevedo 

A young girl discovers slam poetry 

as a way to understand the world. 

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and 

unable to hide. Ever since her body 

grew into curves, she has learned to 

let her fists and her fierceness do the 

talking. 

Year 9+ 

 

Poetry 

 

Female 

Power 

 

Romance 

 

  

 

Ghost Boys 

 

By Jewell Parker 

Rhodes 

Twelve-year-old Jerome is 

shot by a police officer 

who mistakes his toy gun 

for a real threat. As a ghost, 

Jerome meets a boy from 

a very different time but 

similar circumstances. 

Jerome also meets Sarah, 

the daughter of the police 

officer, and is struggling 

with his actions 

Shooting 

 

Ghosts 

 

"The Hate 

U Give" 

 

By Angie 

Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves 

between two worlds: the poor 

neighborhood where she lives and 

the fancy suburban prep school she 

attends. Starr witnesses the shooting 

of her childhood best friend Khalil at 

the hands of a police officer. Khalil 

was unarmed. What everyone 

wants to know is: what really went 

down that night? 

Year 9+ 

 

Shooting 

 

Class  

 

School 

Life 

  

 

“Long Way 

Down” 

 

By Jason 

Reynolds 

As Will, fifteen, sets out to 

avenge his brother Shawn's 

fatal shooting, seven ghosts 

who knew Shawn board 

the elevator and reveal 

truths Will needs to know. 

Poetry 

 

Shooting 

 

Gun 

Violence 

 

Ghosts 

 

"The Black 

Flamingo" 

 

By Dean 

Atta 

A boy comes to terms with his 

identity as a mixed-race gay teen. 

The Black Flamingo. A bold story 

about the power of embracing your 

uniqueness. Sometimes, we need to 

take charge, to stand up wearing 

pink feathers - to show ourselves to 

the world in bold colour. 

Year 9+ 

 

LGBTQ+ 

 

Unique   

 

Funky Chickens 

 

By Benjamin 

Zephaniah 

Rap poems rooted in the 

real world. Zephaniah 

tackles difficult subjects 

such as animal cruelty in 

"Danny the Cat" and 

racism in "Walking Black 

Home", where no taxi stops 

for him because of his 

colour. 

Rap 

 

Poems 

 

 

 

Lies We 

Tell 

Ourselves 

 

By Talley, 

Robin 

Sarah Dunbar is one of the first black 

students to attend Jefferson High 

School, where she is spit on and 

tormented daily. Linda Hairston is 

the daughter of t to mixed race 

schools. Sarah and Linda must work 

together and discover how they 

really feel about one another and 

find the truth amid the lies, and their 

own your voice even when others 

are determined to silence it. 

Year 9+ 

 

LGBTQ+ 

 

School 

Life 

 

Romance 

  

 

High-Rise 

Mystery 

Author: Sharna 

Jackson 

Their community art 

teacher is murdered in their 

tower block. Sisters Nik and 

Norva are determined to 

solve this terrible crime.  

But over the following  

days, the evidence 

starts to point in a 

confusing direction. 

Mystery 

 

Humour 

 

 

  

Year 9 And Above …  



 

 

Book Picture 
Book Title 

and Author 
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Book Title 
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Ghost 

 

By Jason 

Reynolds 

Three years ago Ghost’s 

dad chased him and his 

mum down the road with 

a gun. His dad got ten 

years in prison, and Ghost 

learned how to run. 

He won a place on an 

elite running team. To 

keep it, he just needs to 

stay out of trouble. 

Running 

 

Gun 

Violence 

 

School Life   

 

Naught 

Forever 

 

By Malorie 

Blackman 

I've never been shot 

before. Am I going into 

shock? Must be. But I can't 

pass out, not now. Then I'll 

be dead for sure. Dan is 

on the run - hiding from a 

ruthless gang who want 

him dead. 

Shooting 

 

Friendships 

 

 

 

Terror Kid 

 

By Benjamin 

Zephaniah 

Rico’s Roma background 

marks him out as a 

suspect. Rico wants to 

make a difference, to put 

right the injustices he sees. 

He uses his Hacking skills in 

a peaceful but very public 

protest - never imagining 

the consequences. 

Crime 

 

Hacking 

 

Justice   

 

Slave Girl 

 

By Patricia 

C 

McKissack 

Clotee is a slave in a 

Virginia plantation. To her, 

freedom is the greatest 

word in the world. In the 

slave quarters, people 

pray for freedom, or as 

they call it ‘heaven’. But 

when will it come? 

Slavery 

 

Diary 

 

Noughts 

and Crosses 

 

By Malorie 

Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross -- a 

member of the dark-

skinned ruling class. 

Callum is a Nought -- a 

“colourless” member of 

the underclass. They’ve 

been friends since early 

childhood, but in their 

world, Noughts and 

Crosses simply don’t mix. 

Prejudice 

 

Class 

Systems 

  

 

Race to the 

Frozen 

North 

 

By 

Catherine 

Johnson 

He’s travelled the world, is 

a master carpenter and 

speaks several languages. 

To find the North Pole, 

Matt’s skills and abilities will 

prove essential – but will 

he get the recognition he 

deserves? 

Adventure 

 

Prejudice 

 

Travel 

 

Roll of 

Thunder, 

Hear My 

Cry 

 

Mildred D. 

Taylor 

A white girl humiliates 

Cassie in public simply 

because she's black—to 

show Cassie that having a 

place of their own is the 

Logan family's lifeblood. 

The Logans possess 

something no one can 

take away. 

Family 

 

Prejudice 

 

Historical 

  

 

Chains 

 

By Laurie 

Halse 

Anderson 

13-year-old slave Isabel 

was promised freedom 

upon the death of their 

owner. In a cruel twist of 

fate she become the 

property of a malicious 

New York City couple, 

Isabel realizes her loyalty is 

available to the bidder 

who can provide her with 

freedom. 

Slavery 

 

Historical 

 

Freedom 

 

 


