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‘Have a
good
Summer
holiday!’
A message to students from
Mrs Carpenter and Mr Holman

After such an unsettled year, we are so proud of you for
getting to this point. The Kingdown community has shown
amazing resilience. We hope you have had a good Term 6
back in school; we know some Year 8 and Year 10s have been
at home for part of it and we missed you, we want you in
school learning with us and seeing your friends! Well done for
finding your way back around the school as we opened it up
for you and we hope you liked being back in your Science
Labs, Design workshops, Art rooms etc. Some students have
been out on trips this term as they start up again, to places
like Dartmoor, and there will lots of further opportunities
next year too, we know you enjoy them.
What have we achieved this year? Kingdown has been a mass
Covid testing centre; a place where you could continue to
learn in and out of school; we’ve been open every school day
through lockdown; we’ve all become better at using ICT;
exam students have been assessed; we helped you when you
needed it; we’ve celebrated amazing achievement and
resilience; we’ve had trips out already – the list is endless! We
are also running a Summer School, led by Mr Player, for two
weeks in the holidays for our new Year 7 students and can’t
wait to see them enjoying our school and the activities we
have put on for them.
What does the year ahead hold? We are totally committed to
helping you feel confident that you know what you need to in
all your subjects. We will have the highest expectations for all.
Whatever you dream of doing in the future, our aim is to get
you there!
It’s really important that you spend some time with your
family and friends over the summer and unwind so you feel
fresh and ready for your learning in September. We are
sending your parents guides for the return to school with all
the information you need. We know covid sadly hasn’t gone
away so make sure you keep yourself safe over the break.
Look after yourselves as you are out and about too; we want
you back safe and well in September!

Mrs Helen Carpenter

Mr Toby Holman

Kingdown Student Wins
Coveted Diana Award!
Back in March, we reported in Kingdown Week that year 12 student Kenzie, had been
nominated by us to receive the Diana Award. We’re so thrilled to announce that Kenzie
was successful and won!
First, a reminder of what the Diana Award is, and why we nominated Kenzie.
The Diana award was established in 1999, and is given annually to young people who have
made a significant and sustained difference to their local and wider communities. Our very
own Kenzie has worked tirelessly for more than a year, to develop bereavement support in
schools across the nation, for students who have lost a loved one. Kenzie has worked with
charity Dorothy House to develop a schools manifesto, which will see thousands of
students across the country supported. Earlier this year, Kenzie appeared on BBC’s Children
in Need. The manifesto has even been supported by an MP and is being taken to
Westminster! Kenzie continues to support the charity voluntarily in her role as leader and
mentor.
At the end of June, Kenzie and family tuned in, along with thousands of eager viewers
nationwide (including Kingdown staff!) to watch the virtual awards ceremony. Kenzie even appeared in the local press!
Kenzie, all at Kingdown are so proud of you and what you’ve achieved. Your work and commitment will help thousands of
young people for many years to come, and we couldn’t be more honoured that you’re part of the Kingdown family!

Careers Notices:
Year 9 – 13 (14 – 18yr olds): Bronze Arts Award (with BSO)
Great opportunity for all those creative musicians out there for some
virtual work experience over the summer!
Hosted by the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra (BSO).
Monday 9 August – Friday 13 August (Please note that the sessions will all be held on zoom)
The week will be hosted on a work experience portal full of exclusive resources. You will also have the opportunity to complete
your Bronze Arts Award and watch the livestream of a FREE Classical Extravaganza concert on Thursday 12 August at 7pm.
The work experience programme will give you the opportunity to explore creative careers within the orchestra, including
Marketing, Communications, Digital and Participate. We have also included a talk with professional musicians, where you can
ask any questions. You need to apply with a CV and covering letter: www.bsolive.com/projects/work-experience/

Exam Day Support for Years 11 - 13
Miss Gale will be available on the following days to support students and parents with Next Steps queries regarding College,
Apprenticeships, University, 6th Form and more!

A-Level Results Day:
Tuesday 10th August
Wednesday 11th August

Year 13 Support
Year 13 Support – post results day support.

GCSE Results Day:
Thursday 12th August
Friday 13th August
Monday 16th August
Tuesday 17th August
Wednesday 18th August

Year 11 Support
Year 11 Support – post results day support.
Years 11-13 support post results days
Years 11-13 support post results days
Years 11-13 support post results days

Additional Support
The Work Wiltshire Team will also be ready to support young people in Wiltshire, their helpline will be open between
10am – 4pm on Thursday 12th August.
Students can call to speak to the Education Employment Advisors on: 01225 716890
or if preferred they can send an email –workwilts@wiltshire.gov.uk.
(Further information can also be found on the www.workwiltshire.co.uk/young/ pages of Work Wiltshire.)
For help with any of the above notices, please e-mail me in the first instance on: vjg@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
Or you can follow me on Twitter for more news as it occurs: @KingdownCareers
Miss Gale – Careers Advisor

Silver & Gold DofE Students
Qualifying Weekend In Dartmoor
The Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh students had a successful Qualifying
weekend in Dartmoor. All students showed great determination and
resilience despite dodging rain showers and some challenging
circumstances, including Mrs Critchley-Peddle’s joke about the cost to visit
Dartmoor Prison - Criminal!
Across the weekend students expertly navigated across the moors and tors
of Dartmoor. After trekking and camping over the course of 3 days for Silver
and 4 days for Gold, the students involved deserved their success. Some
highlights of the weekend included the infamous ‘toilet stones’, Frank the
troll, the minibus learner driver, Mr Pemberton’s puppetry and staff fish and
chips!
Well done to all of the Silver and Gold students. It was a real pleasure. We
hope to see many of our Silver students returning to take on Gold, and hope
that many more students are inspired to sign up for Duke of Edinburgh next
year.
A massive thank you to Mrs Critchley-Peddle and Mr Pemberton for all their
hard work organising the expedition.
Mr Case, Miss Keeling, Ms Cole, Mr Pemberton
and Mrs Critchley-Peddle

Goodbyes!

We haven’t got many teachers leaving this year but we want to say goodbye those below
and a huge thank you for all they have done. We wish them all the best in their new roles,
and in some cases, new places to live.

Mr Billy Wilkins-Pratt has successfully finished
his first year of teaching with us and moves on
to Frome College Science Department after
covering a maternity leave in the team.

Mrs Heather Pottow has been working in the
Languages Department and leaves this year.

Mr Alistair Wallace is moving back up North
after a year’s maternity cover for us to join a
new Science team.

Mr Nik Kilminster moves from our Performing Arts
team to a Curriculum Leader role in Somerset after
a maternity cover for us.

Miss Lucy Sumner-Twisk has completed her
training year with our Maths team and is moving
to Matravers.

Mr Simon Harrison leaves the Geography team
after 12 years to live and teach by the sea in
Dorset.

Mrs Katy Strange is leaving the English
Department after 6 years to move to Dauntsey’s
School in West Lavington.

Mr Sam Thomas has a new role at Bristol Met
School and leaves us after a year of maternity
cover.

Welcome to new staff!
Mrs Charmian Coller-Jones joins the English Department. She is a highly experienced teacher and we are delighted she is joining the
Kingdown community!
Mr Ryan Bedford joins the Geography team from Bristol and is looking forward to meeting you all.

Important Dates & Notices:

The Top 10 Club!

Each week, Heads of House identify the 10 students in their house
who have achieved the most reward points across the week. These
students will be named in Kingdown Week and receive an additional
3 points each, to contribute towards their total. Of these 10 names,
the top 3 names in each house will also receive a small contribution
to their school account, to allow them to treat themselves to a
refreshment. This week’s names are below – well done to each of
you! Week 5/7 to 9/7

As we look forward to the summer break, we appreciate that
this can feel like a long time away from school.
Remember, there are lots of ideas here on the school’s website:
www.kingdown.wilts.sch.uk/22/wellbeing to help you with
any questions you may have about mental health and wellbeing, during the summer holidays.
There are also a number of support networks available that may
be useful at this time:
• CAMHS is a specialist service providing support for people
under 18 who are struggling with poor mental health. Their
website is www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/wiltshire/
• Childline is here to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any
issue they’re going through. They are a free and confidential
service and can be reached by calling 0800 1111, or by visiting
www.childline.org.uk
• NSPCC works to help keep children safe and more
information can be found at www.nspcc.org.uk
• Kooth provides online and anonymous counselling for
children and young people, at www.kooth.com
• YoungMinds are a charity who work to help youth mental
health. Their website is www.youngminds.org.uk and they run
a crisis messaging service, available 24/7, by texting YM to
85258.
• CHATHEALTH is a service run by the Wiltshire School Health
Nurse team. They are available to answer any questions you
may have about anything to do with health. You can contact
them by texting: 07480635513
We look forward to welcoming you back in September and
hearing about your summer adventures!
Mr Richardson and the pastoral team.

Important information for Parents & Carers
regarding missed vaccinations
If your son or daughter has missed any of their school
vaccinations this year due to absence from school, please
contact the Virgin Care Immunisation Team as soon as possible
on: 0300 247 0082
Further catch up sessions are unlikely to be carried out in
school however, community catch up clinics are now being held
and you will be able to make an appointment at one of these.
Thank you.
Mrs Alston, School Nurse
Receptionists for week beginning Monday 19th July 2021
Lewis Cook – Mon 19th July

Joel Perkins – Tues 20th July
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