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Thanks to all the parents who sent their congratulations and best
wishes to me last week after my appointment, I really appreciate it.
 I thought you might like to know a little more about me.

As headteacher, I bring nearly thirty years of experience in
education to the role across four schools, with a decade in senior
leadership and a decade as a Head of English (at Devizes School). I
want to ensure our students are ‘ready for the world in their time’
as our Acorn Trust values put it – tolerant, respectful, well rounded
members of society with a top class education, ready to make a
positive contribution and lead happy lives having been supported
by Kingdown and Acorn.

On a personal level, I’m married to
Edward, an archaeologist and we
have a 17 year old daughter who is
off to university this year. I am a
keen amateur horse rider and
enjoy competing at weekends,
and I also own three whippets;
I love being outdoors in the
school holidays.

I love Kingdown and its
students and know what a
special place it is. I like hearing
about our ‘alumni’ as Kingdowners
seem to go all over the world to
study and work, in so many different
fields including medicine, law, business etc. We have the most
hardworking, caring teachers here and I know they want the best
for your children as I do.

Helen Carpenter

Meet the Head!

@acornedtrustwww.kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
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Year 9 Trip to Bath Theatre
Royal- Noughts and
Crosses
On Wednesday 1st March, we took some Year 9
students to watch the production of ‘Noughts and
Crosses’- adapted from a novel by Malorie Blackman.
This took place in Kingdown’s Reading Week among
many reading based activities including a Treasure Hunt
and the Library Cup final.

The play focuses on two protagonists.  Sephy is a Cross
and Callum is a Nought. Between Noughts and Crosses
there are racial and social divides. A segregated society
teeters on a volatile knife edge. As violence breaks out,
Sephy and Callum draw closer, but this is a romance
that will lead them into terrible danger. The students
had a wonderful time and hopefully had a lot to discuss.

Thanks to Mr Gunstone and Mr Player for driving the
minibuses.

Mrs Flynn



10 Kingdown students will performing in the much loved family favourite ‘The
Railway Children’ at the Athenaeum at the end of this month. The play adapted
for the stage, is based on the book by Edwardian author Mrs. E. Nesbit and was
made famous during the 1970's when it was turned into a film starring, amongst
others, Jenny Agutter and the late great Bernard Cribbins. The play was shelved in
2020 because of the pandemic and only four of the original cast remain one of
which is Daisy.

Auditions were held in January this year with children ageing from 6 to 16 keen to
play the roles of the Railway Children. This adapted version, has two sets of
children, the younger ones and their older selves, who narrate their adventures
living next to the railway in Yorkshire.

The play has become a Kingdown family affair with 10 students successfully
securing roles. From year 10 we have Chloe as younger Roberta or 'Bobbie' as she
likes to be known, Daisy as her younger sister Phyllis, Jamie playing the younger
Peter and Jemima as a housemaid at the family’s London home. From year 11 we
have Maisie as the older Phyllis, Year 8 is Ryan as paper chase school boy Jim,
from year 7 is Alice (year 7) as Elsie one of Mr and Mrs Perks’ five children and also
from year 8, Maya, Ruby, Edie as the all-important train passengers and paper
chase runners. In addition is former Kingdown student and Acorn Primary School
PE specialist Eleanor, who appears as a maid and cook.

The play is being directed by Kingdown business team member Alan, along with
Wendy Dopheide of Warminster School. Alan also appears as Station Master
Mr Perks and says ‘I was surprised that so many young children turned up to
audition and were so keen to be involved, given that the book was written in 1906
and the two film versions date from the 70's and 90's. The cast tell me they love
the film and were introduced to it by their parents, so it’s clear the story really has
stood the test of time.’ He adds ‘They are an amazing, enthusiastic, very talented
bunch and we are so very lucky to have
them on board’. (Pun intended!)

Students Excited To Be
Transported Back To
Edwardian England

The students were asked to answer some questions about the play:
What drew you to the show, what connection do you have with
character and why should people see the show?
Chloe: I wanted a new experience in theatre and to learn new skills. I definitely
relate to the outgoing and willing to help side of Bobbie. She is very understanding
and sympathetic towards other characters. The thing I find challenging, is digging
deep into the emotions needed for a story that is so different to modern life. It’s a
truly touching story that tugs on the heart strings and we are ready to transport
you to 1905 - you don’t want to miss out!
Daisy: I love the story and knew I would enjoy being in it. I was in the show the
first time round in 2020 and knew I would love it just as much this year. Phyllis
and I are very similar, she’s very bossy and stubborn especially with her brother
which is how I am with my brother. Challenges are acting younger than I am, the
diction and acting in an old fashioned way. People should see the show because
it is a fun family play with amazing actors and it’s going to be an amazing
experience all around.
Jamie: I was interested in the auditions and so researched the role of Peter. I
think Peter and I are very similar because we are both aware of ourselves
and want to be involved. Getting to know Peter has been really fun and I
have learnt a great deal. I hope the audience enjoy The Railway Children!
Jemima: My mum saw the post about the auditions and I thought it
would be fun to give it a try. I researched the characters, watched some
clips on You Tube and fell in love with the story! The script doesn’t give
specific characteristics for the role so I’ve have created her during
rehearsal. I also researched how people of her social class at that time,
lived and behaved to help me bring my character to life. It’s a very sweet
story with a lovely ending and we’ve worked really hard. It has a lot of
heart-warming moments and is suitable for all ages. We’d all love to see
you there!

To The Trains











Important Dates & Notices:

Receptionists for week starting Monday 11th March:

01985 215551

admin@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk

www.kingdown.wilts.sch.uk

@kingdownschool

How are the house points
looking so far this term?

(Totals taken on Friday 3rd March)

Jude Kinzett LoCO/SW
Alfie King WiPL
Zak Kennedy WeBU

Verity Kemp LoLT
Zak Jones LoRA/CR

Wiltshire Short Breaks Bulletin
February 2023

A guide to activities, leisure and social opportunites
For children and young adults ages 0-25 years

who have special educational needs and/or disabilities
www.wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk
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