
KingdownWeek
We’ve Urned It
Gina Hales, Community Champion at Morrisons in Warminster
visited Kingdown’s Breakfast Club on the last day of term. As always,
Gina came laden with breakfast goodies and bundles of enthusiasm.
Gina was able to advise us on a few things to better improve what
we do as well as donating a much needed urn for our tea, coffee
and hot chocolate. Gina shared a cup of tea with us before
presenting thank you gifts to our Breakfast Club helpers.

Pictured left to right are Gina Hales from Morrisons supermarket,
Claire Humphreys (Head of Catering),
Cam Brock (Assistant Head of House),
Maisie Brock (Sixth Form helper) and
Kelly Gates (Teaching Assistant).

Head of School, Helen Carpenter said: ‘We really appreciate the
support Morrisons give our students. Starting the day with breakfast
and a chat can set them up really well for a good day at school.
Thank you Gina and Morrisons, you are amazing!

(Helen Carpenter pictured with Gina Hales left)
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Car Set Ablaze In Freak
Occurrence
By Tom Murray, Kingdown School

Disaster struck early on Friday morning for a family in Westbury, as their
much loved, family car went up in flames and they were left helpless.
The family became aware of a burning smell early in the morning just
moments after they had woken up which unsettled the household.
Neighbours across the road from the incident had noticed smoking
coming from the car and thought it best to alert the family, but -in no
time at all- the flames had engulfed the vehicle and nothing the family
could do would change the end result of that morning.
16-year-old Sean Able (second oldest child of the family) gave his

account of what occurred on that morning, “We heard the doorbell ring and it was our neighbour telling us our car was smoking,
next thing we know it bursts into flames and we had to call the firefighters before it caused more severe damage.”

The car is sadly, no longer salvageable after it had been engulfed by such a fierce onslaught of flames, but the mystery of what
caused the distressing event is still unsolved. The most common cause of fires in stationary vehicles is faulty wiring or a leak in
the fuel system of the car. Perhaps surprisingly, these things happen all the time in a running car but are contained by the engine,
so when the car isn’t in motion the result can be devastating. A freak event like this is such a wake up call, and it is of huge relief
to report that no one was harmed.
(Article was written by Tom for the Wiltshire Times as a Young Reporter.)

Welcome Back and a Happy New Year!
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On Wednesday 4th January we started the year with some of our Year 10’s
attending a “Creative Forces Day” at Bath Spa University.  Students had the
opportunity to tour the campus and see in particular the facilities for the Film,
TV and Video Production course; including the “green screen” room, editing
suite, production studio area and gallery.
They learnt about skills and strengths they have for their future Career and
course, as well as facts and myths about University life.

One student commented that they found the “True or false quiz helpful
because it gave us facts that are useful about University”. Did you know . . .

● You can live at home and still go to university - TRUE
● You don’t have to be rich to go to university – TRUE:

Most students will work at some time to help finance their
studies, along with student loans they repay after
graduation. There are lots of bursaries available for students
– check with individual universities to see what’s available.

● You have big exams at the end of each year but only the
ones in the final year count – FALSE: Most courses spread
marks that contribute to your final grade across two or
more years. Very few degrees are awarded on ‘Finals’ alone.

If you want to find out more about studying at University have a look at:

UCAS Subject guides – giving information about what it’s like to study certain subjects: www.ucas.com/explore/search/subject-guides
Uni taster Days – has a library of videos explaining what it’s like to study a specific subject: www.unitasterdays.com/ondemand

“Creative Forces Day”
at Bath Spa University

Thank You!
Thank you all for helping to raise just over £300 in profits from the
sale of the 2023 Kingdown Calendar.

All the money raised is going to Hospice Southwest.

This local charity raises funds for end-of-life care for terminally ill
children and their families.

Mr Gordon
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Information for young people
aged 11-18

Watching your child go through a difficult time can be very upsetting. We can be
unsure how to go about helping them and making sure they get the support that
they need.

We're here for you if you're finding things hard. We help everyone understand
mental health problems, so no one has to feel alone.

Ways how your child can seek support and help from us:

● Understanding mental health, wellbeing and types of mental health problems.

● Learn about feelings and experiences they might be having, and how to cope
with them.

● Finding support, talking to their doctor, and understanding CAMHS.

● Learn about what legal rights they have for their mental health.

You can visit the sites below to access information for young people,
parents and carers.

www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-children-and-young-people/information-for-parents

www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-children-and-young-people/intro-to-mental-health
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Nasal Flu Vaccinations for Year 7 - 9 students - Parents & Carers:
Parents and carers of Years 7 - 9 students, should have received an email this week from the School Immunisation Team regarding the
nasal flu vaccinations taking place in school on Friday 20th January. Please note that the closing date for submitting the online consent
form is Thursday 12th January.

If you are having any problems with the consent process or do not have access to emails,
please call the Immunisation Team on: 0300 247 0082
or email: vcl.immunisations@nhs.net

Phoebe Rea SiEO
Max Purdue MiKS/JS
Caleb Patterson SiEO

Sophie Parry-Dark WiPL
Joe Ovenden TwFD

Year 9 Options Evening
An opportunities for students and their
parents to speak to subject specialists

about the GCSE options for
September 2023.

Full details will be emailed to students and
parents in the forthcoming weeks.

01985 215551

admin@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
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Important Dates & Notices:

Leaders Needed
Wednesday 18th January

● Young Ambassadors Conference at Trowbridge Civic Centre
● Teaching Y5/6 pupils, checking progress and practical leadership skills
● 0830-1300

Monday 30th January
● Y6/7 Girls Football Transition event on the Astro
● Y8-11 Girls Football Leaders needed to run skills stations for Y6/7 girls
● 1500-1800

If you would like to get involved, please sign up in the PE Office

Many thanks - Mr Widger

Receptionists for week starting Mon 16th January:
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