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Kingdown’s Response to Issues
Raised Around Racism
An Anti-Racist School

“No one is free until we are all free”Martin Luther King JR
During lockdown, one thing that dominated the headline
besides the coronavirus figures was the death of George Floyd
and the response to that by Black Lives Matter. When we are
in school we have the opportunity to respond immediately to
big headline events through our tutor time curriculum. One
aspect of this, our weekly tutor theme session is about
allowing our young people to learn more about the world
around them and to offer them the opportunity to discuss
matters of cultural significance.

USA and in the UK. Our key question is ‘What does a just
society look like?’. In addition to that we have a group of
young people in our 6th form who are passionate about
understanding and tackling racism more generally in order
that we can work towards a more just society. As Jamie in
Year 13 so succinctly puts it: “Nothing will change overnight,
that’s not what we expect. However, if we start with
education now, then, over months, years, generations, things
will get better and the world will become a just place to live.”

We believe firmly in the importance of exposing our students
to events beyond their immediate experience and giving them
the tools to critically analyse everything they read about,
scroll through on their phones or watch on TV. Many of our
students believed fervently that the school had a role to play
in helping our students to understand why the death of
George Floyd caused such strong reactions among many in
the Black community and beyond, both in the USA and here. It
was fantastic to see them showing the leadership and the
initiative, at a time when they themselves had so much
uncertainty to deal with, to
approach the school and ask
how we were going to help
our students to understand
the issues raised by the
death of George Floyd. To
address this, we have
dedicated the tutor theme
for the first term of this year
to learning about and
analysing the history of
racism in society both in the

The response from the student body has been positive. As one
of our staff members delivering the theme said “It has been
really lovely to see children exploring the whole topic and
being able to form considered opinions, rather than forming
views from snapshots seen on TV. The students have seen
how this is not a sudden uprising but the gradual rise of an
issue for which the roots are entwined in a long and complex
history. One of my students, a usually quiet boy in tutor
theme sessions, said, ‘all lives do matter but until black lives
matter, all lives don’t matter’ .

‘If we start with
education now,
then, over months,
years, generations,
things will get
better and the
world will become
a just place to live.”

Ms Spicer, our Head of Sociology focused on what we as
individuals can do to work towards a more just society “When
fighting for equality, it is not just about what equality looks like,
but who isn’t experiencing it. It also isn’t about big gestures, but
instead the little moments. I try to remind students to always
think beyond themselves, and remember that every little thing
they do matters”. A simple but important message for our
students. Their words and actions count. Kingdown has always
promoted tolerance in its ethos and we define ourselves as antiracist - we will take positive action against racism in our school
community, such as the action outlined above.
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6th Form Reading Recommendations about Race

These books and resources have been selected by our passionate Sixth Form BLM Group. Please can parents always ensure
they are happy with any reading material they choose for their children.

KS3 Books

• Not My Idea: A Book About Whiteness Anastasia Higginbotham
• Let’s talk about race Julius Lester
• Noughts and Crosses Malorie Blackman - Suggested age for reading: 12+

KS4 Books

• Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race Reni Eddo-Lodge
• White Fragility Robin DiAngelo
• Let’s talk about race Julius Lester
• Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates
• Noughts and Crosses Malorie Blackman

KS5 Books:

• Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race Reni Eddo-Lodge
• White Fragility Robin DiAngelo
• Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates
• Beloved Toni Morrison
• The Colour Purple Alice Walker
• Noughts and Crosses Malorie Blackman
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October is Black History Month
Ideas and Resources from Wiltshire Council
For a Wiltshire perspective, the Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre
hosts a wide range of resources from two recent projects: Wiltshire
remembers the Windrush Generation and SEEME. The latter features the
stories of 30 members of the local African Caribbean community, and
includes a range of transcripts and video.
Find both at http://wshc.eu/further_information.html#history

Also in Wiltshire, there will be a special event on the afternoon of October
20th - Wiltshire marks Black History Month 2020.
Author Cherron Inko-Tariah MBE and the DfE's Rob Neil OBE will speak on
"The History of Black History Month", and organisational psychologist John
Amaechi OBE will address "Conversations about Race in the Workplace".
It's free, open to all and you can sign up at:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wiltshire-marks-black-history-month-2020tickets-120372305807
The official Black History Month website has a host of brilliant stuff - I
particularly like the section on Great Black Britons:
www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/section/bhm-firsts/
For younger children, there's a wealth of good stuff out there. We're big fans
of the KidsBlackHistory Youtube channel, where the enthusiastic and
knowledgeable Raiyah uploads new lessons every week:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCPMtkf1FE5XLOdz7ZehUyLA
The very practical guide written for parents by Yoopies at:
www.medium.com/yoopies/a-parents-guide-to-black-lives-matter25c9a201912c

Did you know
Britain's first black
police officer, John
Kent, began his
career in Cumbria
in 1835?

Year 11 Poetry
Year 11 English classes have been exploring
black history through the GCSE poem
Checking Out Me History by John Agard.
Watch him perform it and talk about it here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LFV_06_UidI

Important Dates & Notices:
Careers Key events October:
15th October
14th October
21st October

Year 11: Wiltshire College Open Day
(Virtual): 5pm-7pm
Information: www.wiltshire.ac.uk
Year 11: Bath College Open day
(virtual) 4pm-7pm
Information: www.bathcollege.ac.uk
Year 12, 13 & parents: Post-18 Options,
University & Apprenticeship Fair
from 12pm - 6pm
Register: www.ukunisearchwest.vfairs.com

Upcoming Event for your diary:
12th November, Thursday Year 11 & parents
Sixth form Post 16 Kingdown Options evening.
Further details will follow from the 6th form team nearer the
time . . . watch the school website for more . . .
Receptionists for w/b Monday 12th October 2020
Martha Baldwin
Mon 12
Lexi Bowden
Tues 13
Matthew Brooks-Martin Weds 14

Cameron Brown
Phoebe Brown

Thurs 15
Fri 16

The best way to support your
child with their homework!
Visit the website or download
the app to your phone
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