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We look forward to working with you over the next five to seven years throughout your son /
daughter’s secondary education. This time encompasses the move from childhood through to
adolescence, and on to become the young adults of tomorrow’s society. Inevitably this brings
huge changes, both as a person and as a learner, which can be exciting, challenging,
frustrating, and wonderful - all at the same time! Each and every member of staff in the school
is committed to ensuring the very best for your child through the delivery of an holistic
education, developing personal, social and academic skills in equal measure.

Our ethos of ‘Believe, Aspire, Achieve’ is based around helping our students develop as
individuals with the skills and qualifications they need to succeed in modern society. We want
all students to:

• Believe   in themselves, developing self-confidence and resilience
• Aspire     to be the best they can be, in school and in life beyond school
• Achieve  great things, whether this be in the arts, on the sporting field, in the

  classroom or beyond Kingdown School is a thriving community where students,
  staff and parents work as a team to be positive; to respect diversity and to strive
  to be the best we can be.

We ask our students to challenge themselves so that they can take advantage of all the
experiences Kingdown School has to offer, and hence leave enriched by the education we
offer. We are very excited to welcome our new Year 7 students to Kingdown School. They will
soon be our rising stars, and we look forward tremendously to helping them make the most of
their time with us.

We are looking forward to meeting you during one of our open day events and meetings
(details on the school website). Our staff will be on hand to talk you through what it means to
be joining Kingdown School, and will be available to answer any questions you may have.

We look forward to you joining our Kingdown School community and becoming a part of our
future achievements and successes.

Heads of school:

Mrs Helen Carpenter

Mr Toby Holman
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Welcome
to Kingdown School!
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Joining Kingdown - The Transfer Process

• Heads of House, SENCo and Senior Leadership staff will visit all feeder primary
schools to talk to Year 6 teachers about their students. Information regarding
students’ academic ability, including those students with Special Educational
Needs requiring additional support in the classroom, is shared.

• Curriculum Support (SENCo) will arrange additional visits to discuss students if
necessary. A member of our Special Educational Needs team will visit primary
schools in Term 5 to talk to Year 6 students.

• Senior staff from Kingdown School host parents’ meetings during June. General
introductions to Kingdown School and explanations of the transfer process are
given to parents during these meetings.

Primary School Visits
Liaison between Kingdown School and each primary school in the area is a very
important process and every effort is made by all concerned to make the transfer
from primary to secondary school a smooth and positive one.

There are at least three occasions when members of Kingdown School staff have
contact with each primary school before the new school year in September.
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Visiting Kingdown School -
Induction Days
This two-day visit is a very important part of
our transfer programme. Each Year 6 student
is invited to spend two days at Kingdown
School. Students who are joining us from out of
catchment are also strongly advised to attend
as this visit gives students the opportunity to
meet their peers in the year group.

The two-day induction will help to familiarise
the Year 6 students with the layout of the
school, introduce them to our expectations and
learning, and provide an opportunity to meet
their Tutor, Head of House, teaching staff and
other Year 6 students. The induction will focus
on building resilience, self-confidence and
independence. At the end of the two days it is
hoped that the Year 6 students have a sense of
belonging to Kingdown School and are happy
and excited about joining the Kingdown
community In September.

Millennium Silverstone Wimbledon

Lord’s Wembley Twickenham

House and Tutor Groups
for Year 7
For all students at Kingdown School
their House and Tutor Group remain a
constant. Tutor Groups usually stay
the same from Year 7 through to Year
13: newcomers join existing tutor
groups in Year 7 and Year 13 students
leave after their post-16 exams.
Tutors will usually remain with the
same group. Tutor groups will
normally consist of about 25 students.
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The information below is intended to give new parents and students an idea of some
of the main experiences they will have during the year. Activities do vary from year
to year, as additions may be made as opportunities arise. Obviously, a large part of
each day is spent learning within the classroom setting, but a wide variety of other
activities occur as well.

Terms 1 and 2
The first two terms are very much a time of settling in and adapting to the new
surroundings. Students have a great opportunity to make new friends, as they meet
students from other local schools and further afield.  Students get to know their
tutor and tutor group, who act as a small family unit looking out for each other.
Activities in tutor time are designed to help the whole group to begin to forge
relationships and an identity of their own. Tutors will contact every Year 7 parent
with a quick call home to let them know how their son/daughter has settled in during
the first few weeks. We encourage all students to take part in after school activities,
to try new things and meet new people. We publish  a wide range of after school and
lunch time clubs in Kingdown week and in the tutor notices, and all students are
encouraged to join at least one.  Each tutor group elects two representatives from
each Key Stage to the House Council where any relevant issue can be raised. These
meetings are held three times a year and are chaired initially by the Head of House.

Towards the end of September, the annual Sponsored Walk takes place. Students in
all years are invited to take part in a walk of about 12 miles, mostly on off-road paths
on the Imber Range. Each student is encouraged to collect sponsors, and money
raised goes to help to finance improvements within the school (for example, new
outdoor table tennis equipment). Although some students are initially a little
daunted at the prospect of this event, it is usually considered one of the highlights of
their school year. It is a great opportunity for students to have a day out with their
friends and challenge themselves in a different setting to the school classroom.
Further to this we also offer all Y7 a day in Brokers wood to team build and develop
their resilience and independence.

Regular House assemblies take place throughout the year and in Term 4 a special
awards assembly takes place where students are recognised for excellence and
determination. During the term, Inter-House competitions begin and these cause
great excitement and friendly rivalry. This gives us another opportunity to develop
the child as a whole and introduce the oncept of resilience, challenge, risk and
learning from failure. All Year 7 students take part in PiXL Edge (see separate section
later in this document). This is a programme providing a systematic framework for us
to develop and capture the tudent attitudes, attributes and skills which are so
important for employment and life beyond school.

Year 7 at Kingdown
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Terms 3 and 4
These terms are where students have found their feet and are building their
confidence and house identity. This term the inter-house competitions kick off and
the school Swimming Gala is a major event. All students are encouraged to take part,
and it is a great opportunity for students to represent their house and cheer on
fellow students. Year 7 also undertake a year group fundraising activity. In 2019, we
completed a sponsored line dance in aid of LEPRA and raised over £2000 by all
dancing in the hall together. Students also carry on with their Pixl Edge tasks working
on the life skills of resilience and initiative. March includes science week where
students come off time table for normal science lessons and instead complete fun
tasks and projects. The end of Term 2 is the opportunity to be involved in the school
drama production, whether on stage or as stage and technical support.

Terms 5 and 6
In these terms students focus on learning and how to revise, we still celebrate
successes and work on organisation and communications skills. There will be end of
year exams in Term 6 giving students the opportunity to practice formal assessments
and to show us how  much they have progressed over their first year at Kingdown.
Based on these assessments and other results throughout the year, students are
sorted into teaching groups for Year 8.

Sports Day is held in July and is another major event for the school houses. Groups
compete in a range of field and track events, as well as some events arranged by the
army such as an obstacle course and climbing wall. Again participation is key and the
house that can organise the most competitors for events usually wins sports day.
Throughout Term 6, the Heads of House and senior staff are involved in preparing
Year 6 children for their transfer to Kingdown School and we involve Year 7 students
in this process.

By the end of Year 7, students are very much a part of the community that is
‘Kingdown’ and are well equipped for the challenges of Year 8 and beyond. The
heads of House, Tutors and senior staff look forward to meeting you as a parent of a
Kingdown School student.
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Testing for Value-Added Analysis:
At Kingdown School, we are anxious that all students make
progress throughout their school career. For several years, we
have been developing systems that enable us to measure
progress against the potential of each student and their prior
attainment. This information allows us to set targets on an
individual basis.
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How the students are grouped together

The Year Group, House and Tutor Group
There are usually about 270-290 students in Year 7. Students will be placed into one
of six Houses: Lord’s, Millennium, Silverstone, Twickenham, Wembley and
Wimbledon. Within each House, there are either eleven or twelve tutor groups,
these are vertical tutor groups meaning they contain students from across all they
year groups. They have approximately four students from each year group, from
Year 7 through to Sixth Form. We believe this structure provides more support for
younger students and extra leadership opportunities for older year groups. The tutor
group is like a ‘family’ structure in which each member has a part to play.

Each tutor group will be led by their tutor who will provide pastoral support and
guidance throughout their time at Kingdown School. Tutors will usually remain with
the same group and are the first point of contact for parents and students. The
group will meet once a day for either Tutor Time, or for a House Assembly. Students
who have older brothers and sisters at Kingdown School will be placed in the same
House, but not the same tutor group.

Teaching Groups – How Students are Organised for Lessons
The Teaching Group is the main organisational grouping for the teaching of lessons.
There will be either nine or ten groups of approximately 27 students. This will
depend on final numbers entering the year group. All students in Term 5 of Year 6
are tested in their Primary School. The students are tested in English and
Mathematics. The results of these SAT tests are sent to the primary
school at the end of June. Details of each student’s results, along with other detailed
information from the Year 6 teachers, are then passed directly to Kingdown School.



PE/Design Students are placed in small mixed ability groups
Maths Setting in Maths is carried out on the basis of information

from Key Stage 2 SAT results. Students may then be moved
throughout the year.  There are five ability sets in Maths
and regular internal testing allows movements to be made.

English Students will be placed in a top group, a middle group or a
smaller group with extra support. Key Stage 2 SAT results
are also used and students are assessed regularly.

Performing Arts
Science
Languages
Visual Arts
Humanities

Students will be placed in mixed groups, with two top
groups in each cohort to ensure an appropriate level of
challenge. The Key Stage 2 SAT results are used to inform
this.

The teaching of individual subjects is organised as follows:

11



The Year 7 Curriculum

Homework

All subjects set regular homework on Go4 Schools. The style of the homework will vary
from subject to subject and topic to topic. The class teacher will give very specific
guidance on exactly what is expected, including how much time it should take.

All homework is posted on our Go For Schools App and website so you
can support your child with organisation and meeting deadlines. Details
about how to log on and download the App will be sent in September
and can be acess from our school website along with a serious of
help videos.

Support Available
As parents you can help your child with homework by checking their Go4 Schools
account, encouraging them in their efforts and giving them a quiet place to work.
A homework club is available after school from Monday to Thursday for an hour.
Students have access to staff support, books, resources, printers and the Internet.

The Pastoral Curriculum: Personal, Social and Health Education
Once a week, Year 7 students will have a PHSE lesson, these lessons are a good
opportunity for the Head of House to get to know all of the Year 7 students and vice
versa. Topics covered include health, relationships, finance, diversity, being me and
risk. Students also examine some of the key issues that young people face as they
enter secondary school and adolescence.

Topics include:

• What does it mean to be a learner?
• Why should we stand up to bullying?
• How can I make a difference?
• How can I stay safe?
• How can I be healthy?
• What will my career be?

12



Subjects:
Mathematics
English
Literacy
Science
Creative Arts
Design Technology
French

Geography
History
Religious Education
Physical Education
PSHE
Information Technology
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Tutor Time
Tutor groups meet once a day for 20 minutes
– between lesson 2 and break 1.

There are a variety of activities that take
place during the tutor period:

• House Assembly
• Whole-school quiz
• Current Affairs
• Tutor theme
   (each term has a different focus)
• Administration and organisation tasks
• Leadership session
• House competitions



Educational research show that  pupils who are encouraged to read, widely and for
pleasure, are more likely to achieve in all subjects across the curriculum.

Why? Because:

● Reading helps children to ‘master language.’  Children who have been
encouraged to read are likely to have encountered a wider range of
vocabulary. This helps comprehension skills and gives them the words they
need to articulate their ideas in all subjects.

● Children who have read widely will have gained ‘cultural capital’ –
knowledge about the world.

● Reading ‘feeds the mind’.  While reading, children’s brains are completing a
multitude  of unconscious processes, creating and strengthening new
connections, decoding, inferring, predicting and understanding stories and
narratives.

In short – children who read outside of school have an
increased chance of achieving and succeeding in school.

Kingdown Reads: Key Stage 3
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How can you help?

You can see that we really want Kingdown to truly be a reading school. There is
such a strong correlation between reading ability and academic success, and the
staff here are committed to supporting your children by giving them a diet of
reading in school.

Please help us by encouraging them to pick up a book outside school too!
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Tell your children to switch off devices half an hour before they go to bed -
encourage them to read instead. Reading is a good  habit/routine to start and they
only need 20-30 minutes a night regularly. Start with shorter times if needed. Taking
away the blue light generated by screens will also ensure that your child gets better
quality sleep, allowing the brain to process the day’s learning and ensure what they
have learnt is remembered.

Use rewards - to help motivate your child to read if they are reluctant, and praise
and encourage them as they read.

Talk to your child about your reading habits - or books you enjoyed at their age.

Have books in the house - join the town library, or browse the charity shops in town,
such as The Lion’s bookshop. Visit Hunting Raven books in Frome, Waterstones in
Trowbridge or Mr B’s Emporium in Bath to get inspired by the latest titles.

Read to your child - you’d be surprised how much even grumpy pre-teenagers
actually like being read to – even if you think they are too old for it.

Let them listen to audio books - as an alternative. Don’t discourage them from
reading non-fiction, graphic novels or magazines - everything helps. Similarly, don’t
comment on their choice of book even if you think it is too easy – get them reading
first, and they are more likely to move onto more challenging reads later.

Ask them about their reading - Get them to read their favourite bit to you. Ask them
questions about what they think will happen next. Borrow their books and read them
and then discuss them.

Help them with reading homework - by checking they understand the words,
directing them to a dictionary to check unfamiliar words, getting them to read it to
you or summarise it for you.

Let them see you reading - positive role modelling!



Helping at Home
We urge parents to continue, or even start again, the good
practice of listening to children read aloud and encourage them
to read texts from as wide a range of sources as possible,
whether novels, newspapers, supermarket leaflets, reference
books or any instruction/information sheets available.

We also encourage parents to ask children questions about
what they have read to enable them to develop their reading
for meaning skills and their general understanding.

For example:
General questions (where, when, who, what, why):

Where does the story take place?
When did the story take place?
Who are the key characters in the book?
What do you think is happening here?
What happened in the story?
Through whose eyes is the story told?
Which part of the story best describes the setting?
What can you tell about the viewpoint of the author?
What makes this a good story?
Could it be better? Is it as good as …?

And the classic questions to push children to explain
their thoughts - why:
Why do you think that?
What words give you that impression and why do you think the
writer chose them?

16



Parents are already aware of how important reading skills are in life, and when
students transfer to secondary school, reading is probably the most important skill
they need. After all, we know that good readers make the best writers and
Communicators.

However, we also know that every year, there are many children who start
Kingdown School with reading skills well below the average for their age and we try
in several ways to help them catch up:

• By providing special ‘Alternative English’ groups for the weakest readers;
• By giving seven lessons a fortnight in English to all students (including one lesson
   per week with a specific literacy focus);
• By encouraging all students to carry a ‘private’ reading book of their own;
• By regularly testing students’ reading and setting clear targets for improvement.
• By promoting reading for pleasure through the Library, tutor time reading and a
   variety of events and competitions throughout the year

Literacy across the Curriculum
As a school, we embrace the importance of Literacy across the Curriculum for all
students. We feel strongly that:

‘Good literacy leads to independent learners.’
With this in mind, students are encouraged to work on the key skills of literacy
(writing, reading, speaking and listening) in all of their subjects. As a way of teaching
these core skills, students are taught lessons with a literacy focus once a week.
Students are then encouraged to transfer these literacy skills across the curriculum
in order to improve literacy levels across the school.

Parents are asked to question their child about their literacy lessons, and encourage
them to proofread their writing when doing homework from all subjects.

At key points in Schemes of Learning, students will also receive a short, weekly
literacy homework to practise and consolidate the skills learned in class.

3

The Importance of Reading
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We are a uniformed school and take care to see that high standards are
maintained to do this, we need the support of our parents.  We feel that uniform
gives sense of identity, pride and belonging.  It is also efficient work wear for the
school day.  Blazers, trousers, skirts, jumpers and ties are all available from
Scholars.

Top:  Black blazer (available from Scholars); white shirt
with house tie.
Optional: plain black high V-neck jumper (no logos)

Bottom - boys Charcoal grey or dark grey trousers – relaxed fit (not skinny)
No jeans.

Bottom - girls Tartan skirt of knee length and appropriate style
Charcoal grey or dark grey trousers - relaxed fit (not skinny)
No jeans.

Feet  Plain black shoes appropriate for school. No trainers should be
worn, except in PE lessons.

Jewellery  We allow a watch; one small ring and stud earrings:
a maximum of one earring per ear.

• No facial jewellery is allowed.
• No jewellery is permitted in PE lessons.
• Acrylic nails are not permitted and, in some lessons, are potentially dangerous.
• Nails should be of short length and of nude/natural colour.

The School Uniform
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• Red Kingdown polo shirt
• Red/black rugby shirt
  (recommended for boys rugby)

• Kingdown Skort or shorts or
   plain black shorts
• Plain black tracksuit bottoms
• Black Kingdown fleece or waterproof

(Hooded tops are not permitted)
• Red under top/base layer can be worn
   underneath red Kingdown polo shirt
• Black leggings can be worn underneath
   shorts or skorts (leggings on their own are
   not permitted)
• Red or white socks
• Trainers, no daps (football/rugby boots
   are optional when needed)
• Black or Navy swimming costume or
   shorts (no board/Bermuda style shorts)
   and towel (swimming hat and goggles
   optional)
• Hair tie
• Red under top/base layer
• Hooded tops are not permitted

Additional kit:
The use of shin pads is compulsory in all football and hockey matches and strongly advised in
lessons. The use of gum shields is strongly advised in all hockey and rugby matches and in PE
lessons. Students are still expected to change into their PE kit (unless they physically cannot)
even if they are unable to fully participate as a performer

Please ensure that all of your child’s school uniform is suitably labelled.

Our school suppliers are:

Scholars, 42 George Street, Warminster 01985 847752  or visit website: www.scholars-uk.com
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PE Kit



Lessons Length Timings

1 60 minutes 8.30am to 9.30am

2 60 minutes 9.30am to 10.30am

Tutor Time 20 minutes 10.30am to 10.50am

Break 1 30 minutes 10.50am to 11.20am

3 60 minutes 11.20am to 12.20pm

4 60 minutes 12.20am to 1.20pm

Lunch (Break 2) 30 minutes 1.20am to 1.50pm

5 60 minutes 1.50am to 2.50pm

The School Day

School bells are at:
8.25am, 8.30am, 10.30am, 11.15am, 11.20am, 1.45pm,

1.50pm and 2.50pm

After school activities are on:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 3.00pm to 4.00pm.
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The School Day & Transport



Coaches and School Transport

Free transport is provided for your child to travel to and from school if you live within
the designated catchment of Kingdown School and more than three miles from school.

The transport to and from school is provided by Beeline Coaches. The routes to and
from school are provided in the following way (correct at time of printing):
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Route Starts at Arrives at School

Horningsham
Crockerton

7.40am 8.15am

Chitterne
Codford
Heytesbury

7.45am 8.10am

Wylye Valley
Sutton Veny

7.35am 8.03am

Kingston Deverill
The Deverills

7.45am 8.15am

Stalls Farm
Corsley

7.28am 8.05am

Paid for services
Dilton Marsh
Upton Scudamore
Westbury

7.48am 8.15am

Chapmanslade
Berkley

7.40am 8.05am

Buses arrive at 2.50pm and depart at 3.00pm.
Late buses on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday depart at 4.10pm approximately.
A full timetable is available from Beeline Coaches.

Other Public Bus Services:
A Warminster local bus service that leaves Masefield Road at 8.00am and runs through
the town, arriving at Kingdown School at 8.20am.  This is not a free service.

The Frome Minibus company, runs a service via Chapmanslade.

The Beeline 24 bus line runs from Salisbury, along the villages in the Wylye Valley, and
drops off outside of school.

These times are given as a guide and are subject to reviews.
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All departments follow a consistent rewards policy and reward students via
‘Achievement Points’. Achievement Points are also awarded via the pastoral system
and as part of the reporting system they can be seen by you on Go4 Schools. We
celebrate students and house successes at the end of every term as we strongly
believe in recognising the effort students make at school.

From Term 4 of Year 9 students also have the opportunity to be awarded an
Academic, Community, Creative Arts or Sports Tie. These points and ties are used as
the basis for House competition, with students being rewarded in Awards
Assemblies. Beyond Year 9, students are able to work towards a Kingdown Crown,
our highest accolade, for consistently outstanding contributions towards all areas of
school life.

Awards Assemblies
Once a year, Kingdown School holds six Awards Assemblies, one for each House.
These are the occasions when parents are invited to join their child to celebrate the
achievements of the students. Any student or parent who knows of a particular
achievement outside of school, should let their child’s tutor know, so that we might
recognise it in one of the Awards Assemblies. In addition to these rewards and to
further celebrate their success, students can expect to receive stamps, stickers and
postcards which their teachers will place in their books or Student Organisers.

Kingdown School Awards Policy
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Contact with parents is a very important part of the day-to-day function of
Kingdown School.

• In early October, approximately four weeks into the new year, you will be
   contacted by your son’s/daughter’s tutor by telephone. There will also be an
   opportunity to meet with tutors earlier in the academic year – usually mid-way
   through Term 1.
• Grades are always available on Go4 schools but we also do more detailed reports
   throughout the year.
• There will be three official academic reports during the year to inform parents of
   their child’s progress. This pattern will continue throughout each child’s education
   at Kingdown School.
• Towards the end of the year we have parents evenings where progress in each
   specific subject can be discussed.

School Reports And Reporting

‘Catch the students doing something well and reward them’



Special Education Needs Policy
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Policy Objectives
Kingdown School aims to be a wholly inclusive school. We make provision for
students with Special Educational Needs in order that every child can access the
whole curriculum so they leave school equipped with at least the basic skills and
competences for adult life.

Principles
The Governors will apply the following principles in matters relating to Special
Educational Needs (SEN):

• All students can expect to receive individual help with learning at some time in
   their school career, regardless of whether or not they have special educational
   needs.
• Special Educational Needs are the responsibility of all staff under the guidance of
   the SEN Co-ordinator (SENCO).
• The School Policy recognises it to be socially, educationally and emotionally
   desirable that students should be educated alongside their peers. Whilst needs are
   generally best met by integration of all students into mainstream classes (with
   suitable support wherever possible), it may be appropriate for some students to
   be taught separately for a certain amount of time.
• At all stages, parents, students and teachers will strive to work in partnership; this
   being the cornerstone of the assessment, delivery and review of the SEN Policy.
• The responsibility for the overseeing and co-ordinating of the Policy lies with the
   SENCO and Senior Leadership Team (SLT). Day to day delivery is the
   responsibility of every member of staff who will be informed and supported
   through his or her designated faculty co-ordinator and the Curriculum
   Support Team.

This Policy will be reviewed annually by the Governors, and will reflect the SEN
Policy of the Local Authority. A full copy of the Special Needs Policy is available on
request.

Religious Education Policy
Kingdown School does not have an affiliation with any particular religion. The school
follows the Wiltshire Agreed Syllabus which is available on request. The focus is on
students developing an awareness of their personal attitudes to a wide range of
current issues and an understanding of the variety of global religious beliefs. We
hope that all students will take part in religious education, but parents have the
legal right to remove their children from religious education if they wish to do so,
with the condition that they are providing adequate education in its place. Please
contact the school if you do not want your child to take part in any elements of
Religious Education.



The school offers a wide range of after school activities. From Monday to Thursday
there are a range of subject and sports clubs for students to attend. The clubs can
change on a termly basis and are advertised in the Kingdown Week, which is
published every Friday. Students are encouraged to take part in as many varied
clubs as possible from Samba drums to lego club to help them meet friends and
challenge themselves with new experiences. By way of example, these are some of
the clubs on offer:

Year 7-13 Badminton   Into Film: Philosophy Film Club
Year 7-13 Cross Country  Key Stage 3   Art/Textiles
Year 7-13 Girls Football  Key Stage 3 English Club
Year 7-9 Hockey   Lego Construction Club
Year 7-13 Netball    Maths Club
Year 7-13 Table Tennis   Mission: Explore Geography Club
Year 7 Multi Sports   1950s/1960s Sewing Club - Tops
Photography Club   Year 7-13 Dance Club
Public Speaking   History Club
Design Club   RS/Philosophy drop-in
Year 7-13 Environment Group Year 7-13 Rugby
EPIC - Science club   Science Support Club
Gardening Club   Session 6 - Homework club
Geography  Club   SpellZone
Year 7-13 Girls Fitness  Trampolining

School Clubs
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Afterschool Sports Clubs
The school offers a wide range of after school activities. From Monday to Friday
there are a range of subject and sports clubs for students to attend. Clubs change on
a termly basis and are advertised on the school website and in the Kingdown Week,
which is published every Friday. To support pupil attendance to clubs the school
runs late buses that leave school at 4:00pm. Students are encouraged to take part in
as many varied clubs as possible to meet friends and challenge themselves to new
experiences.

An example of the clubs that are offered by the PE department and external
coaches are:

Year 7-13 Badminton
Year 7-13 Cross Country
Year 7-13 Football
Year 7-13 Girls Football
Year 7-9 Hockey
Year 7-13 Netball
Year 7-13 Table Tennis
Year 7 Multi Sports

Year 7-13 Rugby
Year 7-13 Girls Fitness
Year 7-13 Cricket
Year 7-13 Tennis
Year 7-13 Rounders
Year 7-13 Athletics
Year 7-13 Trampolining
KS3 Swimming club



Kingdown School has a vibrant Music department with an ever increasing number of
students taking private tuition provided by the Acorn Education Trust.

Playing a musical instrument has many benefits including enhanced co-ordination,
increased memory capacity, sharpened concentration and it creates a real sense of
Achievement. We offer individual tuition on a variety of instruments including
guitar, bass, piano, drums, ukulele, and also singing. Lessons take place during the
school day,  with a rotating timetable designed to minimise disruption to
students’ lessons: we aim to try to make sure that a student doesn’t miss the same
lesson each week.

We are currently visited by four peripatetic teachers and parents can find out more
about them on the school website. Our teachers are qualified, highly experienced
and also work in other local schools as well as teaching privately at home. Students
are taught key skills on their chosen instrument and many work towards nationally
accredited qualifications with ABRSM, Trinity Guildhall and Rock School.

We pride ourselves on our communication with parents. We will always ensure they
are kept informed, whether this is an amendment to a timetable or to advise that a
child has missed a lesson. Music lessons are competitively priced – just £8.00 per 15
minute lesson, or £15.00 per 30 minute lesson. Lessons are paid for on a ‘per term’
basis (in advance) to enable us to book the teacher’s time, and usually are part of a
course of between 5 - 7 lessons per term. Lessons can be paid for through the
school’s WisePay system.

All students who receive music tuition can join one of our extra-curricular clubs.
These are advertised in Kingdown Week, in the Daily Tutor Update notices and on
notice boards in the Music Department. We provide a range of performance
opportunities each year in the form of concerts and productions and we like to see
our students shine on stage.

Music Tuition Prices (5-7 lessons per term)
• £8.00 per 15 minute lesson
• £15.00 per 30 minute lesson

Musical Instrument Tuition
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Design Product Contributions

Year 7 students at Kingdown School will experience an exciting, practical skills based
Design education. Throughout the year they will take part in a series of lessons in
Product Design, Fashion & Textiles and Food & Nutrition. In each unit of the course
students will make a wide range of products and dishes. To help towards the cost of
the materials and ingredients we ask for a contribution of £15. Design contributions
are  made by logging on to Wisepay via the link on the school website.

At the beginning of Year 7 we also kindly ask that students purchase an  apron from
the school at a cost of £3.65.  Your Design apron is an  essential part of your
Kingdown equipment and will be needed for  all of your Design lessons.

KS3 Food & Nutrition
Students will cook in our brand new Food & Nutrition kitchen. These facilities allow
us to give all our students the life skills to live and eat healthily throughout their
lives. Within the contribution costs, we will be providing all ingredients for all dishes
that will be cooked during the year. Parents will not be expected to provide any
ingredients, unless they wish to add any optional extras to further personalise a
particular dish, for example an extra topping. We hope this approach will take away
the inconvenience parents find at having to buy ingredients for their child’s food
lessons. This will also help us to ensure all students have the same cooking
experience. Any students with allergies, or other food needs, will be catered for.

KS3 Product Design & Textiles
Students will design a make a series of creative products, working in Timbers,
Metals, Plastics and Textiles.  Students will also experience designing with
CAD/CAM, creating products on specialised equipment, such as the laser cutter.



Purpose
Regular attendance and punctuality at school is important for the wellbeing and
future prospects of children. This policy is based on an understanding that full
attendance underpins any learning and that high achievement is linked closely to
good attendance. Kingdown School aims to work in partnership with parents to
provide an education that students want to attend because:

• The school offers a safe, caring and supportive learning environment;
• The curriculum is far reaching and personalised to the ability of each student to
   help them achieve their full potential
• Outstanding teaching and learning make school enjoyable and rewarding.

The school works hard to keep the amount of unauthorised absence to a minimum
through the procedures outlined below.

Daily Monitoring
Registration closes at 9am. The school’s Attendance Officer will then contact parents
of those students who are absent to ascertain a reason for absence. This is usually
done by text message or email (In Touch), or by telephone call.

The statutory marks for a student’s attendance are lesson 1 and lesson 5 - these
make up the 100% attendance mark for the day.  If a student fails to attend before
the registers close (9am) they will lose their AM mark and therefore only be able to
achieve 50% attendance for the day. Students are also registered internally every
lesson – during periods 1, 2, tutor time, 3, 4 and 5 - for safeguarding reasons. The
school has a special responsibility to reduce the number of children whose
attendance is below 90% over the school year. Where a child’s attendance figure
falls below 90% their attendance is continually monitored and appropriate action is
taken. If after relevant support and intervention the student’s percentage
attendance has still not improved, the case will be referred to the Education Welfare
Service. Where a child has 10 unauthorised absences in a six week period, the school
will refer the case to the Education Welfare Service.

Notifying Kingdown of Absence/Lateness
Authorised absences are mornings or afternoons away from school for good reason,
such as illness, religious observance, family bereavement or unavoidable cause. Only
the school can authorise absence, not a parent.

Illness
Parents are encouraged to inform the school at the earliest opportunity of their
son’s/daughter’s absence by calling the school on 01985 224224, or by sending an
email to the Attendance Officer: llc@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk These contact details
appear on the school website and in student organisers. If any other members of
staff are informed of absence by a parent, they must let the Attendance Officer
know as soon as possible.

Kingdown School Attendance Policy
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 If illness is prolonged, parents are asked to keep the tutor, or Attendance Officer,
informed of progress regularly.

• Students who are absent from school for more than five days due to illness will be
   required to provide a doctor’s note or appropriate medical evidence.
• Parents who become aware that their child is reluctant to attend school, by
   saying that they are ill, should contact the tutor or the Head of House at the
   soonest opportunity in order to get to the root cause of the issue.

Authorised Absence - Parents are encouraged to keep planned authorised absence
to a minimum. Wherever possible, parents are asked to arrange medical (and other
necessary) appointments outside of school hours. Parents are requested to write a
note in the student’s organiser, or write a letter to the tutor, that must be signed
by the appropriate member of staff, who will then report the planned absence to
the Attendance Officer. Students will then have to show this signed note at the
main school reception desk before they will be allowed to sign out and leave the
school. If students come back into school after an authorised absence, they should
sign in at reception. Authorised absence will be permitted as long as the school is
satisfied that the request is genuine.

Unauthorised Absences - are those which the staff at school do not consider
reasonable or for which no ‘permission’ has been given. These constitute an
offence by the parents or student and include:

• Keeping children off school without a good reason;
• Truancy from a whole session;
• Absences which have never been properly explained;
• Children who arrive at school too late to get a mark;
• Taking unauthorised holidays.

Holidays in Term Time
Where unauthorised holiday absence amounts to ten sessions (five school days,
continuous or aggregated) or more within the previous six months of the current
academic year, the Education Welfare Service will be notified by the
Attendance Officer.

Parents who wish to take their children out of school during school term time, must
apply for the Headteacher’s permission, using the appropriate form available.

The form is available from the PA to the Headteacher at:

ajh@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk.

Copies of the form are also available from the main school reception (and website).

Applications must be made in advance of the holiday by the parent with whom the
student normally lives with. The Headteacher will inform the parent in writing as to
the decision made regarding the absence. Authorisation is only given in exceptional
circumstances
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Year 7: What is the Edge?

We believe mobile technology has the potential to be an effective learning tool, and
as such we allow students to bring phones into school.

They may be used specifically when a teacher gives clear direction to do so. At all
other times, ‘phones are not to be seen in school except during break 1 and break 2.

We expect parents to take responsibility for their child’s use of social media
platforms, and to carefully monitor this use. Note should be taken of age-related
usage restrictions, which vary between social media platforms but are in many
cases aged 13 years upwards.

As a school we are very concerned about the effects of widespread mobile ‘phone
usage on children’s sleeping patterns and mental health. Our strong advice to
parents therefore is that mobile ‘phones should not be taken into their child’s
bedroom, and that usage is not allowed in the home from 8pm onwards.

Mobile ‘Phones in school:

The Edge is a course designed to encourage students to develop five important skills
of leadership, organisation, resilience, initiative and communication (or ‘LORIC’
skills). We are aiming to nurture these skills in our students, by teaching them that
they are as important as academic achievement.

The programme requires students to choose and complete 10 activities during the
year (2 activities per skill), and afterwards add details to a dedicated section of the
school website, as a sign that they are developing the characteristics above. The
programme will be regularly visited in Learning 2 Learn lessons with
Heads of House.

Each term, we invite all students who have completed 2 tasks, to a reward event in
school. At the end of Year 7, each student who has completed all activities for the
‘LORIC’ skills will graduate as an ‘Apprentice’ from The Edge programme, and
receive recognition for their efforts in a graduation ceremony. However, the long-
term reward of course, will be in reaping the benefits of the important skills they
have developed across the year.

We encourage students to carry out their chosen activities in and out of school. The
Edge programme lists multiple activities to choose from in order to help students
practice the ‘LORIC’ skills, from completing school projects, to participating in local
sports teams, to helping at home, to being kind and helpful.
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‘Our ethos of ‘Believe, Aspire, Achieve’
is based around helping our students
develop as individuals with the skills
and qualifications they need
to succeed in modern society.’
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