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Key Stage 4 Prospectus 
2020 - 2022 

 

Introduction 
 

The transition from KS3 to KS4 is one of the most important steps in a student’ s school career. At the end of 

Year 11 students will obtain results measured against national standards that will determine their future 

pathway. The curriculum they follow and the subjects they choose are therefore vital in ensuring that they 

are as successful as they can be. A t Kingdown, we have a very varied curriculum model that meets the needs 

of learners of all abilities. Our results are consistently outstanding.  Last year our GCSE results put us among 

the top 5 schools in Wiltshire. Teaching is outstanding and, when combined with hard work, we are 

confident that students will achieve their potential and move successfully into the next phase of their 

education. 

 

Learning at KS4 
 

We want all Kingdown students to be happy, successful learners who are engaged and motivated by the 

curriculum provided. Effective learning is therefore the most important purpose of the school and we aim 

to provide: 

 
 Learning environments which are safe, challenging and stimulating. 

 Courses which encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning. 

 Courses which foster an enthusiasm for learning through a variety of teaching and learning styles. 

 Courses which nurture intellectual curiosity and independent, creative and imaginative thinking. 

 Learning in a range of contexts both in and out of school involving the wider community at every 

opportunity. 

 

The Curriculum 
 

All students will be put into one of three coloured routeways, based on their attainment at KS3. The colours 

are Red Aspire, Red, Purple and Green. These routeways determine the number of GCSE or equivalent 

qualifications that students will obtain and, in some cases, the combination of subjects that they can choose.  

More about the routeways and the choice of subjects will be discussed at options evening. 

 
The Core Curriculum 

 
All students will study and obtain qualifications in the core subjects: 

 English (2 GCSEs – English Language and English Literature*) 

 Mathematics (2 GCSEs – Maths and Statistics* or Maths and Further Maths) 

 Science (2 GCSEs – Double Award Science) 

* Note that English Literature and Statistics GCSEs are not always taken at the end of Year 11 
 

These subjects will be studied for 60% of a student’s timetable. More information on the content of these 

subjects can be found in the individual subject sections. 

It is absolutely essential that students achieve the best possible grade in English and Maths; entrance onto 

many sixth form courses requires a grade 5+ in these subjects. 
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The option subjects 
 

The remaining time of a student’s timetable will be spent on option subjects. Students will choose a variety 

of subjects depending on their routeway. These may be academic subjects, vocational subjects or a 

combination of the two.  Students will be encouraged to choose courses that are appropriate to their 

individual abilities, aptitudes and career plans. More information on each individual subject is available in 

the subject section. 

To ensure all students receive a broad and balanced curriculum, students in Red and Purple Routes must opt 

for at least one of the following subjects within their curriculum choices: 

 French / Spanish / the Separate Sciences / Geography / History 

Students in Red Aspire must chose both a Foreign Language and a Humanities subject.  
 
 
 

4)  Life at KS4 
 

Students at KS4 may follow a different curriculum but otherwise life at KS4 is very similar to that at KS3. 
 

Attendance 
 

We expect excellent (96%+) attendance. There is a direct correlation between attendance and attainment. 

Students with poor attendance do not succeed as well as those who attend regularly. 

 
Behaviour 

 
Excellent behaviour is expected at all times. Where a student’s behaviour falls short of the high standards 
we expect, sanctions will be applied according to the Kingdown behaviour policy. This is available to view 
on request. 

 

Homework 
 

By the time students arrive in Year 10, they will be fully aware of how important homework is. We expect 
every student to complete homework to the best of their ability. The quantity and style of homework will 
vary from subject to subject.  Homework is not necessarily set according to a pre-defined timetable as 
flexibility is often required. 

 

Students therefore need to use their organisers to record all tasks, and will have to manage their time 

effectively. If studying at home is an issue, or students require ICT facilities, the library is available after 

school on Monday – Thursday from 3pm until 4pm. Most subject areas offer after school support for 

homework or for students who require additional support with classwork. 

 
Tutor time and assemblies 

 
The House tutor remains the main point of contact throughout the year and meets with the group each day 

for 20 minutes. There is also a House Assembly once a week. 
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Individual Advice and Guidance 
 

During the spring and summer terms of Year 9, a huge amount of information and support is available for 
students to help them to make informed choices for Years 10 and 11 and beyond. In addition to the options 
evening, there are assemblies and opportunities for discussions with teachers and tutors. Ms Gale (school 
careers advisor) also provides a comprehensive careers information, advice and guidance service to assist 
students with their career planning and development. 

 

Careers Guidance 
 

Careers guidance interviews are available for all students from Year 8 upwards. There is a planned 
programme of guidance interviews for students’ post-16 options in Year 11, reflecting the important 
decisions they will have to make during this key year. Each student has the opportunity to meet with Ms 
Gale to explore the full range of options available and to discuss and develop their career plans. Interviews 
are confidential and impartial, allowing students to talk through their future aspirations and ideas in an 
encouraging atmosphere. Further interviews and support can be arranged with students as required. 
Ms Gale also offers break time drop in sessions for students in all years that have any careers-related 
questions they would like to ask. 
Ms Gale is also available at parents’/options evenings for students in Years 9 – 13. Additionally, parents can 
call the careers department and may book an appointment for further discussions at any time during the 
school year. 

 
Careers Information 

 

Students are able to access up-to-date careers information through a range of sources. The careers section 
of the school website and VLE are excellent sites for current careers information and opportunities, help 
and support with key employability skills (CV writing, job hunting, interview techniques and covering 
letters), information on the full range of options available and links to key websites. Computer aided 
packages (such as KUDOS and JED) are used to help students develop career ideas; these can also be 
accessed via the school network. 
Students regularly receive the latest information about careers opportunities through a monthly bulletin, 
the school VLE and website, via daily tutor updates, the careers noticeboard and individual emails. The 
school careers library also contains information on a wide range of careers and includes books, magazines 
and guides offering support with a variety of career, education and employability topics. 

 
Special Events 

 

The school arranges a programme of careers talks from local and national employers (including the Army, 
the Police and NHS), as well as ex-students who explain their own career paths. There are also 
opportunities throughout the year for students to visit local colleges, universities, employers and voluntary 
organisations. 

 
 
 
 

 
More information can be found on the school VLE under ‘Careers’ 
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Assessment and exams 
 

 
All students have the right to examination entry on all courses at KS4, assuming that an appropriate work ethic and 

good attendance has been maintained. Courses will vary in the way that students are examined, and it is very 

important that students are clear on how they will be assessed in each subject area. Further details are given in the 

subject section. 

 
Exams 

 

Exams at GCSE level have now become ‘linear’. This means that exams for all units which make up a 

qualification will be taken at the end of the course i.e. in the summer of Year 11. The majority of exams are 

taken in one of the school halls. Mock examinations are taken in January and June of Year 10, and 

December and March of Year 11 – important preparation for the real thing. 
 

Gradings for GCSE subjects are now assigned according to the new 9 (highest) to 1 (lowest) scale. 

Vocational subjects use the grades Level 2 Distinction (equivalent to grade 7), Merit, and Pass (equivalent 

to grade 4), and Level 1 Pass (equivalent to grade 2). These courses are variously titled ‘BTEC’, ‘CamTEC’, 

‘Technical’ or ‘Level 2 Certificate’ – they all equate in size and status to a GCSE qualification. 
 

 

Coursework 
 

 
Some subject areas use coursework as part of their assessment. These are generally tasks set over a period of time, 

and will be assessed as part of the course. It is important that students complete the coursework on time, and to 

the best of their ability. 

 
Withdrawal from a course 

 

 
It is expected that every student completes every course; however the right of entry of a student can be taken away 

in the following circumstances: 

 
 Where the amount of absence means that in the teacher’s view the student will not complete the course 

satisfactorily. 

 When the student’s behaviour in a subject is affecting the learning of others. 

 When the student’s poor behaviour in and around the site becomes a serious issue for the school. 

 Where there is a high chance that the student will not attain grade 1 or higher. In this case, the SEN 

Department will advise on an appropriate alternative certificate or course. 

 
Students who the school considers may be entitled to examination dispensations, such as access to a scribe, will be 

referred to the Specialised Learning Department. 
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People to contact 
 

If you have any queries regarding the option process, please contact Mr Hillier or Mrs Hill at school. 
 

Mr C Hillier Deputy Headteacher he@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Mrs N Hill Deputy Headteacher hi@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 

 

If your query is more subject specific i.e. you wish to know more about a particular course, then please 
contact the following: 

 

Maths / Statistics / Further Maths Mr D Munro mn@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
English / English Literature Miss K Honeysett hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Science , including Separate Sciences Mr Jordan- Mayhew my@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
PE Mr H Haydon hd@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Art Mrs F Vyner vy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Business Studies Mrs R Eggleston eg@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Computer Science Mr L Grayson gy@ kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 

 Drama Mr P Partington pa@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Engineering / Design Mr A Marsh mm@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
French Mrs E Rossetti rs@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Geography Miss H Keeling kl@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
H & Social Care / Child Development Mrs M Bolwell bw@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
History Mrs G Hill ha@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Hospitality and Catering Miss A Gavin ga@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Music  Mr J Cooper cp@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Performing Arts Mr P Partington pa@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Philosophy Miss V Bunting bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Photography Mr D Gordon gr@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
PSHE Mr D Richardson ri@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Spanish Mrs S Wheeler wl@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Sport Miss E Lewis lw@ kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Sociology Miss N Spicer sp@ kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 
Textiles and Fashion Mrs J Dyson dy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

5)  Monitoring student progress 
 

We have a clear indication of all students’ potential, gained through a variety of test scores recorded since Year 7. 

Subject staff will inform students of what is expected of them at KS4 – including discussing aspirational target grades. 

 
Tutors and subject teachers will be keeping a careful track of students’ progress throughout Years 10 and 11. Where 

there is a special commendation to be made or a particular matter of concern, contact with home will be on an 

individual basis. 

 
Reports will be produced at a number of points across Years 10 and 11. Year 10 will receive five reports (at the end 

of terms 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6); Year 11 receive four reports (at the end of terms 1, 2, 3 and 4). There will be a parents’ 

meeting each year for each year group, as well as an opportunity to meet your child’s teachers at the annual 

parents’ information evening in late September / early October. 

 
Much of our students’ academic data, including past reports, is held in our online portal Go4Schools. Please contact 

Mr Murray if you need help logging in to the system to enable you to track your child’s progress. 

mailto:he@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:hi@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:mn@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:hy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:my@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:hd@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:vy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:eg@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:pa@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:mm@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:rs@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:kl@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:bw@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:ha@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:ga@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:cp@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:pa@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:bu@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:gr@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:ri@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:wl@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:dy@kingdown.wilts.sch.uk
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6)  Beyond KS4 
 

Students are required by law to remain in education or training until the age of 18. This may be here in the 
Sixth Form in Kingdown, or may be at another educational establishment or training provider. If students enter our 
Sixth Form, the courses we offer will continue to allow for the study of either academic or vocational subjects. 

 

Entry Requirements to Kingdown Sixth Form 

 We expect all students to have a good attendance and behaviour record 

 A Level subjects require English and Maths at Grade 4 or above, with many requiring Grade 5+ 

 All Level 3 (A Level equivalent) subjects require GCSE English at Grade 4+ 

 A number of A Level subjects also require a GCSE Grade 6 or above in the chosen subject, and/or 

related subjects. For example, a student choosing History will require at least a Grade 6 in History 

and English Language. If a subject has not been taken at GCSE, the grades in related subjects will be 

taken into account. 

 Sixth Form students will be expected to choose at least 3 subjects in Years 12 and 13. 
 

 
Please note that the choice of courses taken at GCSE may affect the eligibility to progress through to A 

Level in some subject areas. Please refer any Sixth Form entrance queries to Mr Murray or Mr Humphrey. 
 

 
It is also worth noting that many assumptions are made about which GCSE courses are required to access 

certain careers. These assumptions are not always based in fact; a broad and balanced choice of subjects at 

Key Stage 4 will lead to the widest choice of options post-16. If you have any specific queries about potential 

future pathways, please again direct these to Mr Humphrey or Mr Hillier, or to Mrs Hill. 
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The Core Curriculum 

 
 
 
 

English…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….. 12 
English Language 

English Literature 

 
 
Mathematics………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….13 
Mathematics 
Statistics 
Further Maths 
 
 
Sciences……..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………15 - 17 
Combined Science 
Separate Sciences (part of the Options Block) 
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GCSE English and English Literature 
Head of Subject: Miss K Honeysett 

 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 
English Language GCSE 
Examination Board: AQA 
Syllabus: 8700 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
(1 hour 45) 
Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives (1 hour 
45) 

English Language: 
End of Year 11 exams: 100% 
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 

English Literature GCSE 
Examination Board: AQA 
Syllabus: 8702 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 
(Macbeth, The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde) 
(1 hour 45) 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (An Inspector 
Calls, Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology) 
(2 hours 15) 

English Literature: 
End of Year 11 Exams: 100% 

  Time spent on this subject – 7 lessons per fortnight (Year 10) 
  8 lessons per fortnight (Year 11) 
 
 

 
Areas Studied: 

 A programme of speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
 A range of literature studied, which will include novels, short stories, plays, poetry as well as non- 

literary material such as newspapers and magazine articles. 

 Students partake in spoken activities which express feelings and opinions.  Students will be assessed 
giving a presentation for a separate Speaking and Listening mark. 

 There will be two exam papers for each course. 

 Both exams will be sat at the end of Year 11. 
 

 

Students are taught in: 
 

All students are taught in set groups. The new curriculum requires all students to study the same texts; these 
will be approached appropriately according to the ability of the student. 

 
 
 

Students will achieve two separately graded GCSEs for these subjects. 

 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Mathematics 
Head of Subject: Mr D Munro 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 
Mathematics 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
Syllabus:– (Linear 1MA1) 

2 Linear exams: 
Paper 1 : Non - Calculator (33 1/3 % of grade)1hr 30mins 
Paper 2 : Calculator (33 1/3 % of grade)1hr 30mins 
Paper 3 : Calculator (33 1/3 % of grade)1hr 30mins 

Time spent on this subject – 8 lessons per fortnight (Year 10) – 4 Statistics/4 Maths, 8 lessons per fortnight (Year 11) 
 
 

Areas Studied: 

 

The syllabus covers ‘Number’, ‘Algebra’ and ‘Shape and Space’, ‘Handling data’ and ‘Using and Applying Maths’. The 
level of sophistication of the material studied depends upon the ability level of the group.  The top 2 groups in each 
cohort study the Higher Level syllabus, available grades being 9,8,7,6,5 and 4.  Students hoping to study A Level 
Maths need a Higher Level grade 6 or better. 
All other groups will take the Foundation Level course, allowing for grades 5 and below. 
If we feel that there is a possibility that a student may not be able to achieve a grade 1 at Foundation Level, they 
will also be entered for the Entry Level Certificate to ensure that all students leave Kingdown with a Mathematics 
qualification. 
Both the Higher and Foundation Level groups take Linear courses with exams in June of Year 11. 

 

Students are taught in: 
Four Higher Level groups. (Two in each half year). 
Six Foundation Level groups. (Three in each half year). 

 

The Top set in each half year will take Further Maths at the end of Year 11 alongside their Maths GCSE which will 
prepare them for the big step up to AS Maths in Year 12. 
The remaining groups will all take Statistics GCSE alongside their Maths GCSE but will be examined at the end of 
Year 10. 

 

This course expands upon the Handling Data Section of the GCSE Mathematics syllabus and will therefore 
consolidate the understanding of the basic Mathematics course. The higher syllabus serves as an excellent 
introduction for students considering going on to take A Level Mathematics. It also helps to prepare students for A 
Levels in subjects such as Geography, Biology and Business Studies. The Foundation syllabus consolidates the GCSE 
Foundation and Higher syllabuses as well as developing into an additional Mathematics based GCSE qualification. 
However, it must be noted that it cannot be substituted for GCSE Mathematics. 

 

Higher areas of study include: 

 Collection of data – sampling, questionnaires, surveys. 

 Graphical representation of data – cumulative frequency diagrams, histograms, comparative pie charts. 

 Numerical analysis of data – index numbers, averages, measures of spread including interquartile range 
and standard deviation. 

 Probability – basic events, combined events, tree diagrams. 

 Analysis of bivariate data – scatter diagrams, Spearman’ s rank correlation coefficient, Pearson’s product 
moment correlation coefficient, regression lines. 

 

Foundation areas of study include: 

 Collection of data – sampling, questionnaires, surveys. 

 Graphical representation of data – cumulative frequency diagrams, frequency polygons, stem and leaf 
diagrams, population pyramids and Choropleth maps. 

 Numerical analysis of data – mean, median, mode, range, measures of spread including interquartile range, 
simple index number and box and whisker diagrams. 

 Probability – basic events, combined events, sample space diagrams and relative frequency. 

 Analysis of bivariate data – scatter diagrams, interpreting Spearman’ s Rank, correlation. 
 

 
Student will achieve two separately graded GCSE’s:  

Maths and Statistics or Maths and Further Maths (Sets F1 and G1 only) 
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An Overview of Science at KS4 
 

 
 

There are two main pathways through Science: 
 

 
 
 

o  Separate Sciences which will result in 3 separate GCSEs: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

This course is for those who obtain a trajectory grade of 6 or above in End of Year 9 Exams and may wish 

to take traditional A levels in science. This is available to Red Route students – Purple Route by discussion. 
 

 
o  Combined Science which results in 2 GCSEs. 

This course is for all students who do not wish to do Separate Sciences. This pathway is available to all 

students. 
 

 
 

If you have any interest in taking Biology, Chemistry or Physics at A level, we strongly recommend that you take 

Science as an option and complete the 3 separate sciences. 
 

 
 
 

  

Separate Science 
(Red and Purple Route) 

Combined Science 
(Purple and Green 

Route) 

Year 10 
 

 
 
 

Biology 
GCSE 

 

 
 
 

Chemistry 
GCSE 

 

 
 
 

Physics 
GCSE 

 

 
 
 

Combined Science GCSE 
Year 11 

Likely Progression 
Year 12 
(possibilities) 

 
Biology 
A level 

 
Chemistry 

A level 

 
Physics 
A level 

 
Applied Science 

Level 3 
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Syllabus Information 

GCSE Combined Science 
Head of Subject: Ms R Bala 

 

 

 
Exam board AQA 8464: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464 
 
 

 
Students are examined by: 
Combined (Double) Science GCSE will be assessed as terminal exams. This will finish at the end of year 11 (May 
2022). There are six terminal exams, each 1 hour 15 minutes long. 

 
 
 

Time spent on this subject – 10 lessons a fortnight, 2 science teachers 

 
Areas Studied: 

 
Students study a mixture of all 3 sciences at a higher or foundation level. It is worth 2 GCSE grades on a scale of 
9/9 to 1/1. 

 
Biology 

Cell biology, Organisation, Disease, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, Ecology, Variation 

and evolution, Human impact. 
 

Chemistry 

Atomic structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure and the properties of matter, Quantitative 

chemistry, Acids, bases and salts, Energy changes, Rate of reaction, Equilibrium, Organic chemistry, Chemical 

analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using resources. 
 

Physics 

Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity, Magnetism and electromagnetism, Particle model of matter, Atomic 

structure. 

 

Additional Information: 
Students will receive 2 GCSE qualifications at the end of Year 11. 

 
 
 
 

Please see overview sheet for available routes 
 

 

 

Student/Parent Notes 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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GCSE Separate Sciences 
Head of Subjects:   Mr A Jordan-Mayhew – Physics  

   Dr S Henley – Chemistry  
   Ms R Bala – Biology 

 

 
Syllabus Information 

 
Exam board AQA 
Physics code: 8463 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463 
Chemistry code: 8462 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 
Biology code: 8461 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461 

 
Students are examined by: 

 
All these GCSEs will be assessed as terminal exams at the end of the 2 ½ year course (May 2022). 
For each GCSE (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) there will be two exams, each 1 hour 45 minutes. 
All grades on a scale of 9-1 are available. 

 

 
 

Time spent on this subject – 15 lessons a fortnight, 3 specialist teachers for Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
 

 

GCSE’s Studied: 
 

GCSE Biology 

Cell biology, Organisation, Disease, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, Ecology, Variation 

and evolution, Human impact and Food production. 
 

GCSE Chemistry 

Atomic structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure and the properties of matter, Quantitative 

chemistry, Acids, bases and salts, Energy changes, Rate of reaction, Equilibrium, Organic chemistry, Chemical 

analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using resources. 
 

GCSE Physics 

Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity, Magnetism and electromagnetism, Particle model of matter, Atomic 

structure. 

 

Additional Information: 
Students are required to have a 6 or better in their end of KS3 Science Exam to study the sciences as 3 separate 
GCSEs. 

This course allows you to choose any of the 4 Science A levels we offer. It can be studied at a Higher or 

Foundation level but is aimed at the most able students who have an interest in Science. 
 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461
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The Option Subjects 
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Drama and Theatre Studies .................................................................................................................. 26 
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GCSE History.......................................................................................................................................... 32 

Level 2 Hospitality & Catering ............................................................................................................... 33 
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BTEC Level 2 Performing Arts ............................................................................................................... 35 

GCSE Philosophy ................................................................................................................................... 36 

GCSE Photography ................................................................................................................................ 37 
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GCSE Sociology ...................................................................................................................................... 39 

GCSE Spanish ......................................................................................................................................... 40 

Cambridge National in Sport Studies .................................................................................................... 41 
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Level 2 Applied Business  
Head of Subject: Ms R Eggleston 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing 
Level 1/2  
Examination Board: OCR 
Syllabus: J819 

Unit 1 External Exam     90 minutes           50% 
Unit 2 Coursework                                        25% 
Unit 3 Coursework                                        25% 

Please see Ms Eggleston for additional information on the course. 

Time spent on this subject – 8 lessons per fortnight 
 

Areas Studied: 
Many young people aspire to be self-employed and start their own business. This course covers a range 
of skills required for this, such as being able to work collaboratively and creatively, solve problems and 
have awareness of businesses and customers. Many of this skills are frequently requested by employers. 
This qualification allows the student to grasp the  main aspects of running small businesses with a focus 
on enterprise and marketing. Students will learn to apply their business knowledge and develop practical 
skills necessary for the world of enterprise and marketing. 

 Unit 1 Enterprise and Marketing Concepts: it includes learning about the techniques businesses 
use to understand the market and develop products, investigate what makes a product viable 
and understand how businesses attract and retain customers. It also covers key aspects of small 
businesses, including ownership and functional activities. External Exam  50% 
This is a 1 hour and 30 minutes exam 

 Unit 2 Design a business proposal: this involves creating a researched and costed business 
proposal.   Coursework 25%  

 Unit 3 Market and pitch a business proposal:  this involves preparing and pitching the business 
proposal developed in Unit 2, including developing a brand identity, creating a promotion plan 
and preparing a pitch. Coursework 25% 
 

The skills and knowledge taught are relevant to a wide range of careers and further education courses such 
as: 

 Business – Industry and Commerce. 

 Professions such as banking and accountancy. 

 Management/administration posts in areas such as leisure, sport and the arts. 

 Level 3 Apprenticeships 

 Self-employment. 

 Level 3 Vocational courses such as BTEC and City and Guilds. 
It can be combined with a wide range of subjects such as a foreign language, humanities and technology. 
 
Business Studies is one of the most popular subjects at University. 

Available to Green and Purple Route students 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



21 

 

GCSE Art  

Course Leader: Mrs F Vyner 
Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Art & Design 
Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas 
Syllabus: Art and Design (Fine Art) 

Portfolio unit consisting of a foundation unit and a 
personalised projects   60% 
Exam Unit (from January until May)    40% 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight (red and Purple Route) 
10 lessons per fortnight (Green and Purple Route double option) 

 

Areas Studied: 
Students will use the titles below to create a Portfolio of works demonstrating and developing their 
abilities. They will then select an area of study for a longer personalised project: This work will allow 
students to show clear evidence of the assessment objectives:  Develop, Refine, Record and Present.  
Students will need to demonstrate a variety of drawing styles and will also be awarded marks for their 
written work. 

 Painting and Drawing: These will be from direct observation and imagination in a range of 
media.  Students will produce a range of primary and secondary images to work from. 

 Sculpture: A range of materials are available including: ceramics, recycled materials, paper 
mache, wire, plastics, mixed media plaster and card. 

 Graphics: This is incorporated into projects as well as all students using Photoshop 

 Textiles: A full range of constructed and applied techniques are available.  We have a set of 
sewing machines and encourage all students to create their own felt, materials or surface 
pattern and embellish this further. 

 Keeping a Journal: Documentation of the work covered during the course. 

 Drawing for different purposes. 

 Annotating art work and writing about different artists, crafts people & cultures. 

This qualification requires students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding - listed 
below - through practical application of skills to realise personal intentions relevant to their 
chosen title(s) and related area(s) of study. 
 

Students will be required to know and understand: 

 How sources inspire the development of ideas 

 The work and approaches of artists, craftspeople or designers from contemporary 

 and/or historical contexts, periods, societies - other relevant sources researched by the student 
in the chosen qualification title and area(s) of study. 

 
The ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions can be communicated through visual and tactile 
language, using formal elements, including: colour – line – form – tone – texture.  The characteristics, 
properties and effects of using different media, materials, techniques and processes, and the ways in 
which they can be used in relation to students’ own creative intentions and chosen area(s) of study.  The 
different purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and design in a variety of contexts and as 
appropriate to students’ own work. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red, Purple and Green Route Students 
 
Student/Parent Notes 
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Business Studies 
Head of Subject: Ms R Eggleston 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Business Studies 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
Syllabus: 1BS0 

Year 11 in June Theme 1   - 50% 
Year 11 in June Theme 2    - 50% 

Please see Ms R Eggleston for additional information on the course. 

Time spent on this subject – 5  lessons per fortnight 
Areas Studied: 
The aim of the subject is to help students to understand why business decisions are made, how they affect 
a variety of people, both within and outside a business, and to be analytical in their thinking. A Business 
course prepares you for living in today’s society in the broadest sense.  You are all going to be consumers, 
employees – some of you may become employers, producers, and even entrepreneurs. Topics covered will 
include Human Resources, Production, Finance and Marketing. We will investigate how Business operates 
through the use of case studies, visits, visual resources and speakers. 
 

Theme 1 topics studied 
Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship  
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity  
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice  
Topic 1.4 Making the business effective  
Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on 
business 

Theme 2 topics studied 
Topic 2.1 Growing the business  
Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions  
Topic 2.3 Making product decisions  
Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions  
Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions 
 

 

Theme 1: Investigating Small Business  Theme 2: Building a Business 

 Compulsory paper 50% of the total GCSE  

 External assessment:  

 1 hour 30 minutes  

 Multiple choice, short and extended 
answer (90 marks)  

 Questions will relate to the content that 
appears in Theme 1 and students may 
draw on underpinning knowledge and 
understanding developed through Theme 
2 as appropriate. 

 Compulsory paper 50% of the total GCSE  

 External assessment: 1 hour 30 minutes  

 Multiple choice, short and extended 
answer (90 marks)  

 Questions will relate to the content that 
appears in Theme 2 and students may 
draw on underpinning knowledge and 
understanding developed through Theme 
1 as appropriate. 

Quantitative skills will be assessed in each paper and will comprise 10% of the total marks for the 
qualification. 

 
The skills and knowledge taught are relevant to a wide range of careers and further education courses such 
as: 
Business – Industry and Commerce/Professions such as banking and accountancy 
Management/administration posts in areas such as leisure, sport and the arts/Self employment 
Applied A levels, AS/A2 levels. It can be combined with a wide range of subjects such as a foreign language, 
humanities and technology. Business Studies is one of the most popular subjects at University 

Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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Child Development 
Head of Subject: Mrs M Bolwell 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Child Development Level 1/2 Certificate 
Examination Board: OCR 
Syllabus: J818 
 
 
 

Two Units of coursework (50%) 
One External exam unit (50%) 
 
Coursework 
R019: Understand the equipment and nutritional 
needs of children from birth to five years 
R020: Understand the development of a child from 
birth to five years 
External Exam: 
R018: Health and well-being for child development 

Time spent on this subject - 8 lessons per fortnight (Purple and Green double option) 
                                                                                                                                 

This is an ideal subject for those students considering a career in the childcare sector. 

 All students will learn the essential knowledge and understanding for child development, 
covering reproduction, parental responsibility, antenatal care, birth, postnatal checks, care, 
conditions for development, childhood illnesses and child safety. 

 Students will gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies and young children and an 
understanding of the factors to be considered when choosing appropriate equipment to meet all 
of these needs.  

 Students will gain knowledge of nutrition and hygiene practices and will be given the opportunity 
to evaluate dietary choices. 

 Students will research, plan and carry out activities with children. 

 Students will attend a local work placement to help develop an understanding of the 
development norms and the benefits of play in child development. 
 

Areas Studied: 
R018: Health and well-being for child development 
This unit provides an overview of the roles and responsibilities of parenthood, from pre-conception 
through antenatal to postnatal care. Students develop an appreciation of the importance of creating the 
best conditions for a child to thrive. External Assessment 
 
R019: Understand the equipment and nutritional needs of children from birth to five years 
Students learn about the range of equipment and nutritional and hygiene requirements of children from 
birth to five years, and they demonstrate in a practical activity how these needs are met to promote a 
child’s development and well-being.  Internal Assessment 
 
R020: Understand the development of a child from birth to five years 
Students investigate the developmental norms of children from birth to five years and develop an 
understanding of the impact of play on the developmental norms. They apply and demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding through practical activities   Internal Assessment 
 

Available to Purple and Green Route Students 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Computer Science 
Head of Subject: Mr L Grayson 

 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Students will study for the OCR GCSE Computing 
Science(9-1) J276. 
 
 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/compu
ter-science-j276-from-2016/ 
 

Two exams based around computer systems and 
computational thinking. 
 
Programming skills for all GCSEs in Computer 
Science will be assessed exclusively by exam from 
summer 2022 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 
 

Areas Studied: 
Paper 1   Computer systems                50% of final GCSE Grade 1hr 30mins exam 
Paper 2   Computational Thinking  50% of final GCSE Grade 1hr 30mins exam 
  
The course will give learners a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. Learners 
will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other related technology from their other 
subjects and elsewhere. However, the course will give them an insight into what goes on ‘behind the 
scenes’, including computer programming, which many learners will find absorbing.  
 
Computer systems exam topics are systems architecture, memory, storage, wired and wireless networks, 
network topologies, protocols and layers, system security, system software, Ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental concerns. 
 
Computational Thinking exam topics are algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust 
programs, computational logic, translators and facilities of languages and  data representation. 
 
The Programming will form part of the delivery of the course and students will have the opportunity to 
engage in practical programming as part of their course 

 
Additional information: 
 
Students who choose to study GCSE Computing as a single option will achieve one GCSE. 

 
Available for Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students who have a 6 or above 
in Maths and Science 

 
 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/
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GCSE Design  
Head of Subject: Mr A Marsh 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

GCSE Design & Technology  
Exam Board:  AQA 
Specification:  8552 
 

Non-exam assessment (NEA)                50% 
Exam                                                          50% 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 
 

Areas Studied: 
Students will learn to become creative and innovative designers.  Through a range of short 
design and make projects in Year 10, students will learn the course theory whilst developing 
their making skills.  In Year 11 students will undertake an extended project (NEA), worth 50% 
of the overall grade.  Students can choose the material in which to undertake their NEA. The 
final end of course exam is worth 50%. 
 
Students will learn about:- 
 

1. Core technical principles 
New and emerging technologies, energy storage and generation, modern and smart materials, 
systems approach designing, mechanical devices and materials and their working properties 
 
 

2. Specialist technical principles 
Forces and stresses, ecological and social footprint, scales of production, sources and origins, 
using and working with materials, stock forms, types and sizes, specialist techniques and 
surface treatments and finishes. 
 
These principles will be delivered through the categories of either papers and boards or 
timber, metal based materials and polymers depending on a student’s focus area. 
 
 

3. Designing and making principles 
Investigation, primary and secondary data, environmental, social and economic challenge, the 
work of others, design strategies, communication of design ideas, prototype development, 
selection of materials and components, tolerances, material management, tools and 
equipment, techniques and processes. 

 
Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 
 

 

Student/Parent Notes 
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Drama and Theatre Studies 
Head of Subject: Mr P Partington 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Drama and Theatre Arts 
Examination Board: Edexcel  
Syllabus: 1DRO 

Coursework and Performances   60% 
End of Year 11 Written Exam       40% 
 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight  

 
Areas Studied: 

 Improvisation 

 Scripted performance 

 Devised work for performance to an audience 

 Theatre in education 
 
 
The main emphasis is on making drama through two drama explorations. 
 

 Component 1 - Devising (40%) 

 Component 2 – Performance of a text (20%) externally assessed 

 Component 3 - Theatre Makers in Practise (40%) written examination 
 
 
Written portfolios or presentation to accompany the practical work. 

 
Areas of future employment 
Advertising, Marketing & PR                    Art & Design               
Charity, Not-for-profit & NGO                 Culture, Music & Performing Arts 
Hospitality & Tourism                               Management Consulting & Business 
Media                                                           Public Sector & Defence 
Retail & Sales                                              Teaching & Education 
Recruitment & Human Resources   

  

 
Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 
 

 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/advertising-marketing-pr
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/art-design
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/charity-not-for-profit-ngo
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/culture-music-performing-arts
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/hospitality-tourism
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/management-consulting-business
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/media
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/public-sector-defence
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/retail-sales
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/teaching-education
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Engineering – Level 1/2 Award 
Head of Subject: Mr A Marsh 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Engineering Level 1 / 2 Award 
 
Exam Board:  WJEC 
Specification: 9790A1 
 
 

Unit 1 – Engineering Design                       25% 
The purpose of this unit is for learners to analyse 
engineered products in order to propose design 
solutions to meet requirements. 
Unit 2 – Producing Engineering Products   50%  
The purpose of this unit is for learners to use skills 
developed to produce an engineered product. 
Unit 3 – Solving Engineering Problems 
Exam (1 ½ hour)                                               25% 

Time spent on this subject – 10 lessons per fortnight  
 

Areas Studied: 
A predominately practical based course where students will develop their making skills with metals, 
plastics and wood,  through a range of construction projects.  A strong emphasis is placed on precision 
and accuracy as demanded by industry. 
 
Students will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding of the following: 
 

 Metals and alloys 

 Polymers and polymer based composites 

 Processes –Preparation, marking and measurement, using hand tools, power tools and 
machinery, casting and moulding, heat treatment, computer aided manufacture, joining 
techniques, components, adhesives, finish,  

 Orthographic and Isometric drawing 

 maths that engineers use  

 Quality Control, Testing and inspection 

 Commercial manufacturing systems 

 Health and safety and safe working practices 

 Sustainability, product life cycle, 

 Career opportunities 
 

Available to Green and Purple Route Students 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Fashion & Textiles  
Head of Subject: Mrs J Dyson 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

GCSE Design & Technology  
Exam Board:  AQA 
Specification:  8552 
 

Non-exam assessment (NEA)                50% 
Exam                                                          50% 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 
 

Areas Studied: 
Students will learn to become creative and innovative fashion designers.  Through a range of 
short design and make projects in Year 10, students will learn the course theory whilst 
developing their fabric making skills.  In Year 11 students will undertake an extended project 
(NEA), worth 50% of the overall grade.  Students can choose the material in which to 
undertake their NEA. The final end of course exam is worth 50%. 
 
Students will learn about:- 
 

1. Core technical principles 
New and emerging technologies, energy storage and generation, modern and smart materials, 
systems approach designing, mechanical devices and materials and their working properties 
 

2. Specialist technical principles 
Forces and stresses, ecological and social footprint, scales of production, sources and origins, 
using and working with materials, stock forms, types and sizes, specialist techniques and 
surface treatments and finishes. 
 
These principles will be delivered through the categories of either papers and boards or 
timber, metal based materials and polymers depending on a student’s focus area. 
 

3. Designing and making principles 
Investigation, primary and secondary data, environmental, social and economic challenge, the 
work of others, design strategies, communication of design ideas, prototype development, 
selection of materials and components, tolerances, material management, tools and 
equipment, techniques and processes. 

 
Available to  Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 

 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE French 
Head of Subject: Mrs E Rossetti  

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

 
French GCSE 
Examination Board: AQA (Linear) 
Syllabus: 8658 

 
Writing                                                    25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 
Listening                                                 25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 
Reading                                                   25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 
Speaking                                                 25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight (Red and Purple Route) 

                                                                                   
Areas Studied: 
 
Theme 1: Identity and culture including: family and relationships, social media and technology  
free-time activities including sport and film,  food and eating out, and customs and festivals in French-
speaking countries/communities. 
 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest including: home and region, social 
issues, healthy living, global issues, the environment, poverty/homelessness, travel and tourism. 
 
 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment including: life at school/college, education post-
16, jobs and career choices/ambitions. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to learn a language at GCSE level by building on what you have learnt in 
KS3 through a variety of methods and resources. In addition to learning about another culture, learning a 
language develops communication skills, problem-solving skills, organisation and independence… all skills 
employers look for! 

 
 
 
Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route students and Green Route by 
discussion 

 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Geography 
Head of Subject: Miss H Keeling  

 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Geography B 
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel 
Syllabus: GCSE (9-1) 

Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues ( 37.5% ) 1 
hour 30 minutes  
Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues  (37.5% ) 1 hour 
30 minutes 
Paper 3: People and Environment Issues (25%) 1 
hour 30 minutes 

Time spent on this subject:  5 lessons per fortnight (Red Route), 5 or 8 lessons per fortnight (Purple 
Route), 8 lessons per fortnight (Green Route) 
 

Areas Studied: 
Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues 
Topic 1: Hazardous Earth – an understanding of the global circulation of the atmosphere and changing 
climate and the problems caused by Volcanoes and Earthquakes. Students will  study case studies of 
extreme weather hazards (Hurricanes) and tectonic hazards at contrasting locations. 
Topic 2: Development dynamics – an understanding of the scale of global inequality (variations in level 
of Development). Plus an in depth study of how India is developing and the consequences for people, 
environment and the country’s relationship with the wider world. 
Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world – an overview of the causes and challenges of rapid 
urbanisation across the world. Plus a detailed study of Mumbai. 
 

Paper 2: UK Geographical Issue 
Topic 4: The UK's evolving physical landscape - an overview of the varied physical landscapes in the UK 
resulting from geology, geomorphic processes and human activity over time. Two in depth studies the 
Dorset Coast & River Severn.  
Topic 5: The UK's evolving human landscape - an overview of the changing and varied human landscape 
of the UK, including the socio-economic and political processes that influence it. Plus a case study of 
Bristol. 
Topic 6: Geographical investigations - two investigations, including fieldwork and research, carried out 
in contrasting environments, one from a coastal area and one in an Urban area. Fieldwork is planned for 
Bristol and Southbourne. 
 

Paper 3: People and Environment Issues 
Topic 7: People and the biosphere – an overview of the global distribution & characteristics of large-scale 
ecosystems, why the biosphere is important to human wellbeing & how humans use and modify it in order 
to obtain resources. 
Topic 8: Forests under threat – a detailed study of tropical rainforests and the taiga (coniferous forests), 
looking at processes and interactions and issues related to their biodiversity and to their sustainable use 
and management. 
Topic 9: Consuming energy resources – a study of renewable and non-renewable energy, its supply and 
demand, access and energy security issues, its sustainable use and management. 
 

This course will be supported by a textbook, revision books, and the use of Twitter. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red, Purple and Green Route Students. 
Green Route Students must have taken Geography in Year 9. 

Student/Parent Notes 
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Health and Social Care 

Head of Subject: Mrs M Bolwell 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

 
 
Health and Social Care Level 1/2 Certificate  
 
Examination Board: OCR  
Specification: J811 
 
 

Three Units of coursework (75%) 
One External exam unit (25%) 
Coursework 
R022: Communicating and working with individuals 
in health, social care and early years settings – 
Mandatory 
Plus two optional Units. 
External Exam: 
R021: Essential values of care for use with 
individuals in care settings -  
Written paper 1 hour 
OCR set and marked  

Time spent on this subject: 
5 lessons per fortnight (Red and Purple Route) 
8 lessons per fortnight (blue, Green and Purple Route double option)                                                                

 

Areas Studied: 
 Core values and the rights of individuals accessing health and social care services. 

 The communication skills required for all individuals working in health, social care or child 
care/early years settings. 

 The different forms of care available in statutory, private and third party sectors and the Routes 
and potential barriers in accessing this provision. 

 The stages of development experienced by individuals in the transition from young person to 
adult and into old age. Students will learn about some medical conditions and the effect these 
have on health and well-being. 

 The key values, skills and attributes required by employers  

 Explore how appropriate activity is critical to development, engagement, rehabilitation and 
overall well-being. Students will understand how participating in different creative activities can 
benefit individuals. 

 The developmental stages and milestones that children aged 0-5 are expected to achieve and
understand how to create a safe environment for children in this age group in the context of an 
early years setting. 

 The dietary needs of individuals in different life stages. 
This is an ideal subject for those students considering a career in health, social care and early 
years development. 
 
In this economic climate it is worth considering that the NHS is one of the largest employers 
currently at more than 1.7m people.   
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red, Purple and Green Route Students 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE History 
Head of Subject: Mrs G Hill 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

History 
Examination Board: AQA 
Syllabus: 8145 

Exam Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World 
(50% of GCSE grade) 
 
Exam Paper 2: Shaping the Nation (50% of GCSE) 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight (Red and Purple Route) 
                                                                     

Areas Studied: 
 

 Germany 1890-1945 Democracy and Dictatorship: This period study focuses on the 
development of Germany during a turbulent half century of change. It was a period of 
democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse of democracy and the rise and fall 
of Nazism. 
Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these two 
developments and the role ideas played in influencing change. They will also look at the role of 
key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact the developments had on them. 

 Conflict and tension in Asia, 1950–1975 (Korea and Vietnam): This wider world depth study 
enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states and 
individuals and the ideologies they represented. It considers the role of nationalist movements in 
causing and sustaining conflict. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War in Asia and 
seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions 
which arose. This study also considers the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change, 
as well as how they were affected by and influenced international relations.  

 Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day: This thematic study will enable 
students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a 
long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and long 
term developments, their impact on British society and how they were related to the key 
features and characteristics of the periods during which they took place. Although the focus of 
this study is the development of medicine and public health in Britain, it will draw on wider world 
developments that impacted on the core themes.  

 Norman England, c1066–c1100: This option allows students to study in depth the arrival of the 
Normans and the establishment of their rule. The depth study will focus on major aspects of 
Norman rule, considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints of 
this period and arising contemporary and historical controversies. 

 
Additional Information: 
This varied course explores some of the key themes and events which have shaped out society.  It 
involves skills in critically examining and using sources as evidence, expressing ideas in extended writing 
and backing up conclusions with relevant historical evidence. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 

 

Student/Parent Notes 
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Level 2 Hospitality & Catering 
Head of Subject: Miss A Gavin 

 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

 
Level 2 Vocational Award in Hospitality & Catering 
 
Exam Board: WJEC 
Syllabus: 601/7703/2 
 

 
Unit 1 – The Hospitality & Catering  Industry 
Unit 2 – Hospitality and Catering in Action 

Time spent on this subject – 5 or 10 lessons per fortnight 
 
The hospitality and catering sector includes all businesses that provide food, beverages, and/or 
accommodation services. This includes restaurants, hotels, pubs and bars. It also includes airlines, tourist 
attractions, hospitals and sports venues; businesses where hospitality and catering is not their primary 
service but is increasingly important to their success.  
The WJEC Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering has been designed to support learners in schools 
and colleges who want to learn about this vocational sector and the potential it can offer them for their 
careers or further study.  
Employment in hospitality and catering can range from waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants 
to chefs, hotel and bar managers and food technologists working for supermarket chains. All of these 
roles require further education and training either through apprenticeships or further and higher 
education. 

 
Areas Studied: 
 
Each of the units of the WJEC Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering have been designed so that 
knowledge, skills and understanding is developed through tasks that have many of the characteristics of 
real work in the sector. Each unit has what is referred to as an applied purpose which acts as a focus for 
the learning in the unit. This approach is called applied learning. The units have been devised around the 
concept of a ‘plan, do, review’ approach to learning where learners are introduced to a context for 
learning, review previous learning to plan activities, carry out activities and review outcomes and 
learning. This approach mirrors many work related activities in hospitality and catering and also provides 
for learning in a range of contexts.  
 
This approach also enables learners to learn in such a way that they develop:  

 skills required for independent learning and development  

 a range of generic and transferable skills  

 the ability to solve problems  

 the skills of project based research, development and presentation  

 the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a professional environment.  
 

Available to Green and Purple Route Students 
 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Music 
Head of Subject: Mr J Cooper 

 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Music 
Examination Board: Eduqas 
Syllabus: GCSE Music Grade 9-1 
 

Component 1: Performing Music                 
 30%     
1 Individual Performance 
1 Group Performance  
Students will learn about performance conventions 
in a range of styles and perform as a soloist and in 
groups over the two years. 
 
Component 2: Composing Music                                         
30%     
2 compositions lasting 4-6 mins in total  

 
Component 3: Understanding Music                             
40% 
A 1 hour 15 min exam - listening questions on 
excerpts of music and short essay questions about 
the musical features of a set work.  

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 

Is this course for you: 
To help you decide if this course is for you, think if you are the type of person who: 

 Can play an instrument or sing confidently, and enjoys performing. 

 Enjoys creating music and exploring how sounds can be combined, changed and developed. 

 Appreciates listening to and learning about different types of music from different historical 
contexts. 

 

Areas Studied:  
The course is based on four areas of study and are the starting point to explore composition and 
performance as well as analysing different pieces of music. You will learn and develop your 
understanding of musical elements, vocab and theory within set study pieces. The areas of study are… 
 

1: Musical Forms and Devices (Set work: TBC) 
2: Music for Ensemble 
3: Film Music 
4: Popular Music (Set work: Africa – Toto) 
 

You will use computer software in addition to your own instruments to compose music and you will 
perform and compose in any musical style of your choice.  
 
Individual music lessons on your instrument/voice are advised but are not compulsory. You do not have 
to have reached any required standard, just have the commitment to develop and improve during the 
course. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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BTEC Level 2 Performing Arts 
Head of Subject: Mr P Partington 

 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Examination Board: Pearson 
Syllabus: BTEC Tech Award in 
Performing Arts 
 

Component 1 – Exploring the Performing Arts        25% 
Students will learn and explore the work of practitioners in theatre, 
choreography and musical theatre. They will observe existing 
repertoire and learn about the approaches of practitioners, and how 
they create and influence performance material. 
 
Unit 2 – Developing Skills and Techniques               25% 
Students will have the opportunity to specialise in one or more of the 
following disciplines: acting, dance, musical theatre. They will take part 
in workshops and classes where they will develop technical, practical 
and interpretative skills through the rehearsal and performance 
process. 
 
Unit 3 – Performing to a brief                                      50% 
Students will respond to a brief and given stimulus. Working as part of 
a group, they will develop ideas for a workshop performance and apply 
skills and techniques to communicate their creative intentions to the 
audience. The work may involve improvisation, vocal work, movement 
techniques or assisting with audience involvement.  

Time spent on this subject – 5or 10  lessons per fortnight 

 
Why Performing Arts? 
 

Performing Arts provides students with an opportunity to study how the Performing Arts industry works 
and helps them develop the core skills of Acting with opportunities to explore areas of Music and Dance 
too.  Students need to have a mature approach to the subject and be ready to devise, perform and 
evaluate as well as conduct their own research and analysis of practitioners. Students will be expected to 
perform in every lesson and respond to feedback and direction from the teacher and also their peers. 
This is integral to the success of students when it comes to assessment. 
 

Careers 
 

Employers value employees who are able to communicate effectively both verbally and using electronic 
communication methods. This qualification will provide opportunities for students to develop their 
communication skills as they progress through the course as well as their confidence to present to an 
audience in a professional manner. Students will also be encouraged to take part in discussions in which 
they have the opportunity to express their opinions. Students are encouraged to take responsibility for 
their own learning and achievement and will be expected to attend extra-curricular rehearsals/revision 
sessions where appropriate. 
 
This qualification provides a Route to Performing Arts at Level 3 as well as preparing students for a higher 
education course at university/college. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red, Purple and Green Route Students 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Philosophy  
Head of Subject: Miss V Bunting 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Philosophy and Ethics 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
Syllabus: Specification B 
Option: ZN (Christianity/Ethics + Islam/Peace and 
Justice)  

Exam                    100% 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 

 
Areas Studied: 
During the GCSE course we study religious and non-religious views on a range of issues, including those 
listed below: 
 

Philosophical and Ethical Themes (50%) 
 Does God exist?   

 How are we rewarded or punished? 

 What happens when we die? 

 What laws should govern sexual relationships? 

 When should divorce be allowed? 

 Should abortion and euthanasia be allowed? 

 Should fertility treatments be available to everyone? 

 Should we be allowed to experiment on animals? 

 Is everyone equal? 

 How should we react to discrimination? 

 When should we go to war? 

 How should criminals be punished? 
 

Christianity and Islam (50%) 
 The nature of God 

 Creation 

 Life after death 

 Key beliefs 

 Worship and Festivals 

 The role of the Church/Mosque in the community (e.g. supporting the poor, fighting prejudice) 
 
No religious viewpoint is assumed or necessary for this GCSE. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 
 
Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Photography 
Course Leader: Mr D Gordon  Subject leader: Mrs F Vyner 

 
  

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

 
Photography GCSE 
Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas  
Syllabus: C656QS[Linear] 

Portfolio unit consisting of a foundation unit and a 
personalised projects   60% 
Exam Unit (from January until May)    40% 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 

Areas Studied: 
 
Theme 1: Environment, Identity and culture  including: city and built environment, after dark, landscape, 
family, relationships and self, social media and technology, concerts and festivals. 
 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest including: documentary 
photography, photo-journalism, travel photography. 
 
Theme 3: Up-Close & Personal including: life, self, identity, crowds, festivals, busy streets, macro 
photography exploring objects and the still life, family, relationships and self, social media and 
technology. 
 
Theme 4: Exam. Year 11 End of Coursework unit responding to a theme; ideas and exploration through 
the medium of Photography.   
 
This is an exciting opportunity to learn a new creative subject at GCSE level by building on what you have 
learnt in KS3 Art through a variety of methods and resources. In addition to learning about the medium 
of Photography, you will need to study Photography from different periods of time and be willing to 
study significant Photographers who have made a contribution to the development of the medium. The 
interest and ability to go out and take photographs underpins the core of this new GCSE. 

 
 
 
Available to Red Aspire, Red, Purple and Green Route Students 

 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Physical Education 
Head of Subject: Mr H Haydon 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

GCSE Physical Education 
GCSE – Grade 9 - 1 
Examination Board: AQA 
Specification (2016): 8582 
 

60% Exam  
40% Controlled assessment (3 practical 
assessments)  
 

Time spent on this subject: 5 lessons per fortnight (Red and Purple Route) as well as 4 lessons core PE 

Areas Studied: 

Students are required to complete three different components as shown below.  A combined total of 
120 guided learning hours is needed to complete the qualification. 
 
Component 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport. 
Written Paper: 1hr 15 mins (30%) 
The topics covered include; applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, practical training, 
use of data.  
 
Component 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport  
Written Paper: 1hr 15 mins (30%) 
The topics covered include; Sports psychology, social-cultural influences, health, fitness and well-
being, use of data. 
 
Component 3: Practical performance in physical activity and sport 
Controlled Assessment: 40%  

i) Performance assessment (30%) – Students are assessed in 3 activities as a player or 
performer. One assessment must be in a team sport, one must be in an individual sport 
and a third can be from either.  

ii) Performance analysis assessment (10%) – Students are assessed in their ability to analyse 
and evaluate their own performance or the performance of another person.    

 
Additional information: 
GCSE qualifications enable a clear progression Route to a sixth form.   Students who have 
successfully completed this course have then studied A-Level PE, Biology and Psychology as 
well as BTEC Diplomas in Sport.   
 
If you wish to take this subject you must be of a good practical standard in a number of sports.  You 
must also be attending clubs regularly for sports both inside and outside of school. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 
 
 

 

Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Sociology 
Head of Subject: Miss N Spicer 

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Sociology  
Examination Board: AQA 
Syllabus: 8192 
 

Paper 1: (50%) 1 hour 45 minutes 

 The sociology of families. 

 The sociology of education. 

 Relevant areas of methodology and theory. 
Paper 2: (50%) 1 hour 45 minutes 

 The sociology of crime and deviance. 

 The sociology of social stratification. 

 Relevant areas of methodology and theory.  

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 

What is Sociology?  
Sociology is the study of society and its impact on the behaviour of individuals. Sociologists consider how 
key areas of society, such as the family and education system, influence our behaviour and choices. As a 
Sociology GCSE student, you will study how society influences behaviour, the trends within key 
sociological topics, critically consider the reasoning for these trends, and evaluate policies which are 
attempting to rectify these trends.  
 

What does studying Sociology require?  
Sociology is a study of the world around you and therefore our ideal Sociology student has an interest in 
issues being discussed in the news and media. It also requires the ability to argue critically as the larger 

answers ask you to debate between two key sides of an argument.  
 

Areas Studied: 
 Family; The role the family plays in society, how family structures and relationships have 

changed over time and how government policy has affected the family.  

 Education; The role the education system plays in society, how factors such as gender and class 
affect educational achievement and how government policy has affected the education system.  

 Crime and Deviance; The study of trends in offending, explanations for crime and deviance, 
analysis of the accuracy of data on crime, and debates concerning the best way to control crime.  

 Social Stratification; The study of social classes within society and why these form, the reasoning 
for socio-economic division, the role of the powerful in society, and how government policy has 
attempted to control and prevent poverty.  

 Theory and Methods; Understanding Sociology in practice, for example how it is researched and 
the methods that are used to find data and trends.  We also look at the philosophical 
underpinning of the subject, looking at key theorists.  

 
Additional Information:  
Compliments subjects including History, Geography, Philosophy, Business Studies and Health & Social 
Care.  
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 
Student/Parent Notes 
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GCSE Spanish 
Head of Subject: Mrs S Wheeler  

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

Spanish GCSE 
Examination Board: AQA (Linear) 
Syllabus: 8698 

Writing                                                    25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 
Listening                                                 25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 
Reading                                                   25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 
Speaking                                                 25% exam at 
the end of Year 11 

Time spent on this subject – 5 lessons per fortnight 

 
Areas Studied: 
Theme 1: Identity and culture  including: family and relationships, social media and technology  
free-time activities including sport and film,  food and eating out, and customs and festivals in Spanish-
speaking countries/communities. 
 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest including: home and region, social 
issues, healthy living, global issues, the environment, poverty/homelessness, travel and tourism. 
 
 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment including: life at school/college, education post-
16, jobs and career choices/ambitions. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to learn a language at GCSE level by building on what you have learnt in 
KS3 through a variety of methods and resources. In addition to learning about another culture, learning a 
language develops communication skills, problem-solving skills, organisation and independence… all skills 
employers look for! 

 
Students must have taken Spanish in Year 9. 

 
 
 
Available to Red Aspire, Red and Purple Route Students 

 
 

Student/Parent Notes 
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Cambridge National in Sport Studies 
Subject leader: Mr H Haydon 

  

Syllabus Information Students are examined by: 

 
Specification: OCR Level 2 Cambridge National in 
Sports Studies – J813  
Grades Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass, 
equivalent to A* to C 
 

External Assessment  
Unit R051 will be assessed during a one hour 
written exam set by OCR 
 
Internal Assessment  
The additional three units will be assessed through 
the completion of internal assessments.  These will 
be in the form of interviews, presentations, task 
sheets, lesson plans, reports and observation 
statements.   
 

Time spent on this subject – 5 as a single or 10 lessons per fortnight as a double 
 

Areas Studied: 
Unit R051: Contemporary Issues in Sport (Exam)  
Learners will explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport for example participation levels 
and barriers, the promotion of values and ethical behaviour, the role of high-profile sporting events and 
national governing bodies.  
 
Unit R052: Developing Sports Skills (Coursework)  
Learners will develop their skills, techniques and use of tactics/strategies in both an individual and a 
team sporting activity, as well as their understanding of the rules to allow them to act in a number of 
officiating roles within an activity. 
 
Unit R053: Sports Leadership (Coursework)  
Learners will develop some of the knowledge, understanding and practical 
skills required to be an effective sport leader and plan, deliver and review safe and effective sporting 
activity sessions themselves. 

 
Unit R056: Developing Knowledge and Skills in Outdoor Activities  (Coursework)  
Learners will know about the range of outdoor activities that are available in 
the UK. They will also be able to identify the reasons why people become involved in these activities. 
Learners will consider how to plan an outdoor activity and be able to participate in one. 
 

Available to Red Aspire, Red, Purple and Green Route Students 
 

 

Student/Parent Notes 
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