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Aims of the Accessibility Plan 

This plan outlines how Kingdown aims to increase access to education for pupils with 

disabilities in the three areas required by the planning duties in the Equality Act 2010 (i.e. the 

curriculum, physical environment and information).  

A person is regarded as having a disability under the Act where they have a physical or mental 

impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out 

normal day-to-day activities.  

This plan aims to: 

• Increase the extent to which pupils with disabilities can participate in the curriculum.  

• Improve the physical environment of the school to enable pupils with disabilities to take 

better advantage of education, benefits, facilities and services provided.  

• Improve the availability of accessible information to pupils with disabilities.  

The above aims will be delivered within a reasonable timeframe, and in ways which are 

determined after taking into account pupils’ disabilities and the views of parents and pupils. In 

the preparation of an accessibility strategy, the LA must have regard to the need to allocate 

adequate resources in the implementation of this strategy.  

The Academy Council also recognises its responsibilities towards employees with disabilities 

and will: 

• Monitor recruitment procedures to ensure that individuals with disabilities are provided 

with equal opportunities.  

• Provide appropriate support and provision for employees with disabilities to ensure 

that they can carry out their work effectively without barriers.  

• Undertake reasonable adjustments to enable staff to access the workplace.  

The plan will be resourced, implemented, reviewed and revised in consultation with: 

• Pupils’ parents.  

• The headteacher and other relevant members of staff.  

• The Academy Council  

• Acorn Education Trust 

This plan is reviewed every 3 years to take into account the changing needs of the school and 

its pupils. The plan is also reviewed where the school has undergone a refurbishment.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

[New]The accessibility audit  

AET will undertake an annual Accessibility Audit.  

1.1. The audit will cover the following three areas: 

• Access to the curriculum – the SLT will assess the extent to which 

pupils with disabilities can access the curriculum on an equal basis with 

their peers.  

• Access to the physical environment – the SLT will assess the extent 

to which pupils with disabilities can access the physical environment on 

an equal basis with their peers.  

• Access to information – the SLT will assess the extent to which pupils 

with disabilities can access information on an equal basis with their 

peers. 

1.2. When conducting the audit, AET will consider all kinds of disabilities and 

impairments, including, but not limited to, the following: 

• Ambulatory disabilities – this includes pupils who use a wheelchair or 

mobility aid  

• Dexterity disabilities – this includes those whose everyday manual 

handling of objects and fixtures may be impaired 

• Visual disabilities – this includes those with visual impairments and 

sensitivities  

• Auditory disabilities – this includes those with hearing impairments 

and sensitivities  

• Comprehension – this includes hidden disabilities, such as autism and 

dyslexia  

1.3. The findings from the audit will be used to identify short-, medium- and long-

term actions to address specific gaps and improve access.  

1.4. All actions will be carried out in a reasonable timeframe, and after taking into 

account pupils’ disabilities and the preferences of their parents.  

1.5. The actions that will be undertaken are detailed in the following sections of this 

document.  

 

 



 

 

Planning duty 1: Curriculum  

 

 Issue  What  Who  When Outcome Review 

Short term 
Attendance / 
Engagement  

Ensuring 
participation and 
engagement with 
the whole 
curriculum  

Students 
experiencing 
anxiety, mental 
health 
difficulties, 
autism or 
associated 
difficulties 
feeling 
overwhelmed in 
some subject 
areas / topics  

Start of term 
and 
throughout  

SENCo works with head of 
EP and Pastoral Assistant 
head and curriculum 
leaders to identify and 
support students who have 
specific difficulties and 
provide support to 
encourage attendance and 
engagement.  

Department 
meetings 

Medium term 
Participation / 
engagement 

Ensuring 
students are 
actively engaged 
with their 
learning 

Students with 
specific 
difficulties  or 
disorders such 
as ADHD  

Throughout 
the term.  

Working together with 
curriculum leaders to 
ensure that work set is not 
only challenging but also 
achievable and engaging 
to maintain motivation and 
engagement across the 
curriculum  

Department 
meetings  

Long term 
Progress / 
understanding 

Ensuring 
students have 
access to a 
curriculum that is 
accessible and 
enables progress 
and challenge 

Students with 
cognitive 
difficulties or 
delays  

Start of term, 
routeway 
planning / 
groping 

SENCO to work with head 
of KS3 and 4 and 
department leaders to 
ensure that there is a full 
range of accessible 
subjects for the full ability 
range 

Various 
points in 
the year – 
curriculum 
planning / 
options  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning duty 2: Physical environment  

 

 Issue  What  Who  When Outcome Review 

Short term 
Accessing the whole 
site 

Students with PI 
and those with 
injuries having 
access to the 
whole site 

Students 
with PI and 
with injuries 

Upstairs, 
some 
classrooms, 
specific entry / 
exit points 

SENCo working with 
departments and timetabling 
staff to ensure that 
timetables are appropriate, 
both downstairs and suitable 
doorways / turning room. 
Ensuring tables are correct 
height and access to 
classroom equipment is 
suitable 

Regular 
feedback 
from 
departments 
and TAs 

Medium term Risk assessments 

Ensuring 
appropriate risk 
assessments are 
in place for 
specific events / 
activities / 
specific students 
/ conditions 

Students 
with PI, VI, 
and any 
student who 
may present 
a risk to 
themselves 
or others 

Throughout 
the year  

SENCo and head of EP 
working to ensure that risk 
factors have been 
considered and appropriate 
measures in place.  

Ongoing  



 

 

Long term 
Access to subject 
areas 

Ensuring all 
students have 
access to their 
curriculum and 
can actively 
participate in all 
lessons 

Student with 
PI / VI / HI. 
Students 
with sensory 
difficulties or 
processing 
difficulties.  

Throughout 
the year  

SENCo to work with 
department leaders to 
ensure planning includes 
access for students with 
impairments or sensory 
needs.  

Ongoing  

 

Planning duty 3: Information  

 

 Issue  What  Who  When Outcome Review 

Short term 
Language barriers – 
whole school 
communication  

Students and parents 
with EAL unable to 
access information both 
within school and sent 
home regarding school 
policies, events, 
procedures etc.  

EAL individual  
Start of 
year, 
ongoing  

Working with HoH and 
tutors to ensure 
information is reaching 
home and understood 
by students and 
parents. Ensuring clear 
methods of 
communication are in 
place.  

Ongoing 

Medium term 
Speech and language 
/ communication 
difficulties 

Students unable to 
understand or process 
information or 
instructions  

Student with 
SPLD, 
developmental 
delay, global 
learning 
difficulties,  

Throughout 
school 

Communicating with 
and working with 
speech and language 
therapy services. 
Ensuring good 
communication to 
teachers and tutors 
and ensuring needs 
are understood and 
met. Referrals to 
request further input or 

Ongoing / 
department 
meetings  



 

 

support to enable 
appropriate strategies 
to be in place in the 
classroom.  

Long term 

EBSA and low 
attendance, 
alternative and 
enhanced provision 
students.  

Students with poor 
attendance not in school 
to access information or 
those in enhanced 
provision / alternative 
provision not in lessons 
/ school to hear whole 
school information  

Students with 
mental health 
difficulties or 
medical 
needs, 
students 
accessing 
alternative 
and enhanced 
provision, 
students with 
poor 
attendance 

throughout 
school 

Working with HoH, 
tutors and leaders or 
enhanced provision to 
ensure that  there are 
effective and clear 
lines of communication  

Tutor 
meetings. 
Enhanced 
provision 
meetings  

 


